















Scheepers’ 


Superior Quality Gladioli 


Place Your Order Now —We Will 
Ship at the Proper Planting Time 


Plant our Superior Quality Bulbs in your garden just as 
soon as frost has left the ground and enjoy the delightful 
blooms all Summer long. Gladioli may be planted at two 
week intervals up until June 15th — then you will have 
flowers continuously. 


Outstanding Varieties 


ARTIST — A lovely lilac violet with narrow white 


stripes through each petal. 


CIRCE — Deep orange with small red throat mark. 
DR. FLEMING — Bright pink and heavily frilled. 
GRAND MONARCH — Maroon violet with purple 


blotch. 


GRETA GARBO — Rosy white with cream blotch. 


JOHANN STRAUSS — Beautiful red. 
MORNING KISS — Clear pure white. 
UNCLE TOM — Glossy deep maroon red. 


Any of the above 8 outstanding varieties are priced as follows: 


$1.35 for 10; $3.25 for 25; $11.00 per 100. 





Bulbs will be shipped at the proper time for planting in 
your climate. Full planting instructions and cultural in- 
formation with each order. 





For other varieties of Gladioli see our 1954 Spring 
Edition of “Beauty from Bulbs” sent on request. 
This catalog contains color illustrations of the leading 
varieties of Gladioli, Dahlias, Lilies and other bulbs 
recommended for Spring planting. 








SPIC AND SPAN 
$1.50 for 10; 









Special Collections of Gladioli 


NO. 1 


10 Extra Selected Bulbs each of the 10 varieties 
listed; including Patrol and Spic and Span. Total 
100 Superior Quality Bulbs. 

Catalog Value $14.55 SPECIAL PRICE $12.50 


NO. 1A 


One half of the above — 5 Extra Selected Bulbs 
each of the 10 varieties. Total 50 Superior Qual- 
ity Bulbs. 

Catalog Value $7.28 SPECIAL PRICE $6.50 








$3.25 for 25; 






Telephone 
HAnover 2-1177 
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$12.50 per 100 “Serving America’s Finest Gardens for Over 39 Years’ 


John Scheepers, Inc. 


Flower Bulb Specialists 
37 WALL STREET ¢ NEW YORK 5, N. Y. 
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TULIPS—New York 





PATROL 


$2.25 for 10; 
$5.25 for 25; 
$20.00 per 100 








FROM YOUR 


with BRECK’S Quick-Life Mix-Mizer 





NOW FEED YOUR GARDEN 


LAWN CHAIR! 








and Quick-Life Instant Plant Food 








Now you can enrich your lawn and garden with 
1% an ordinary lawn sprinkler! While your 
neighbors are trundling, dumping, and spreading 
heavy loads of fertilizer or lugging big heavy 
sprinkling cans of liquid plant food, YOU can 
snooze or read in your easy chair — and still end 
up with one of the greenest, loveliest, most 
luxurious lawns and gardens in town! In just 
15 minutes nearly 200 Ibs. of liquid plant food 
can be applied — without your lifting a finger! 


The secret is Breck’s amazing new QUICK- 
LIFE MIX-MIZER, which adds the correct 
proportion of QUICK-LIFE or other water- 
soluble plant food to your water supply right at 
the faucet. Just put up to 16 tablespoons of 
Quick-Life in unbreakable translucent plastic 
container — screw on the dark green plastic top 
—and attach unit to any water outlet. Then 
when you attach your garden hose to the Mix- 
Mizer and turn on the faucet, life-giving liquid 
plant food flows through your hose to sprinkler or 
nozzle! No mixing, no stirring, no mess, no waste, 
no work it’s as easy as A-B-C! Leave on faucet 
all summer if you wish. Or use between hose and 
sprinkler — works in any position. Mix-Mizer 
can also be used to wash your car — just put in 
detergent instead of Quick-Life. 





12 Lb. Can of QUICK-LIFE Makes %-Ton 
of Instantly Effective Liquid Plant Food! 


. - « AND YOU NEED HARDLY LIFT A FINGER TO APPLY IT! 


fruits and vegetables. 


colorful. 


e@ Gives foliage bet- 
ter, healthier 
color. 





Unfed Plant Quick-Life Fed Plant 


ee agents to overcome “ surface tension ”’ 
of water, Quick-Life solution spreads 
evenly over foliage for quick ab- 
sorbtion, penetrates soil quickly. 
When used with Breck’s MIX- 
MIZER — or mixed in watering can 
according to simple directions — it 
cannot burn even tenderest foliage 
or exposed roots. Keeps indefinitely. 
Dissolves quickly and easily. Abso- 
lutely safe — odorless — harmless to 
skin or clothing. And SO economi- 


Here it is — the latest ‘ wonder- 
child"’ of modern chemical science! 
QUICK-LIFE contains — in correct 
proportions — all the vital elements 
needed to make your lawn, garden, or 
house plants outstanding. No other 
type of plant food can nourish your 
plants so quickly and inexpensively 
Essential trace elements actually 
brighten the colors of flowers and 
foliage, improve the taste and vi- 
tamin content of fruits, vegetables, 


berries cal! One tablespoon makes a gallon 
Treated with special wetting of liquid plant food — for less than 5¢! 
Don't walt be READY when it’s time to feed your lawn and garden. Order 


your Quick-Life and Mix-Mizer NOW (or either one separately see coupon if 
not delighted with results of actual trial on your lawn and garden, return SRF 


Mizer and empty Quick-Life can for FULL 
Y 


SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 REFUND. Mail coupon TODAY! 


B R E 2 K : ) 457 Breck Bidg., BOSTON 10, Mass. 
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Cot 


@ Feeds plants instantly. 


@ Produces larger, earlier 


@ Makes flowers bigger, more 











Byres 
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© Unbreakable plastic, 
with brass fittings 


© Attaches to any stand- 
ard water outlet 


© Adds right proportion of 
Quick-Life to water 


© Provides almost 200 
ibs. of liquid plant food 
in 15 minutes 
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e@ Will not burn tenderest 
foliage when mixed accord- 
ing to simple directions. 


@ New production methods 
mean lower prices to you! 





BRECK’S, 457 Breck Bidg., Boston 10, Mass. 

. Please send me postpaid the offer I have checked below. I enclose $. . : 
in full payment, with the understanding that if I am not delighted with the 
actual results with my lawn or garden, I may return my purchase and my money 
will be refunded in full. 


[ | Special Combination Offer — Save $1.24 

Mix-Mizer plus 1% Ibs. of 

Quick-Life — $4.93 value for only $3.69 (8990) 
Mix-Mizer alone, $2.98 (C976) 


1‘ Ibs. Quick-Life alone, $1.95 (B984) 
5 Ibs. Quick-Life alone, $4.50 (B986) 


Mix-Mizer plus 5 Ibs. of 
Quick-Life, reg. $7.48 
value only, $5.98 (B9v2 


Name 
Address 
Zone 


City State 
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EXPERT TREE SERVICE 
FROM MAINE TO CAROLINA 


BRANCH OFFICES 
VERMONT 
Rutland, 21 Church St., 3258 
Windsor, 3 State, 650 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Concord, 3 N. Main, 3412 

Milford, Ball Hill Rd., 647-M5 
Peterboro, 44 Main, 2 

Rochester, 82 So. Main, 1461-W 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Cambridge, 795 Memorial Dr., Kl 7-0975 
Framingham, 8 Main, 5349 
Osterville, Falmouth Rd., GA 8-2397 
Pittsfield, Onota Bidg., 2-2855 
Prides Crossing, 640 Hale St., 


Bev. Farms 250 
RHODE ISLAND 
East Providence, 86 Summit, 1-5216 


CONNECTICUT 

Danbury, Pershing Bidg., 3-1234 

Hartford, 405 Farmington Ave., 32-8200 

New Haven, 902 Chapel, MA 4-9811 

Stamford, 60 Canal St., 3-1131 

Norwalk, 326 Main St., 6-3070 

NEW YORK 

Islip, 60 Church Ave., 2253 

Kingston, 5743 

Monroe, 207 Lake, 3-6131 

New York, 420 Lex. Ave., LE 2-2010 

Southampton, 19 Main, 1-0028 

Syracuse, State Tower Bidg., 3-1871 

Westbury, 249 Post Ave., 7-0648 

White Plains, 312 Tarrytown Rd., 9-3848 

Yorktown Heights, Amawalk Rd., 2-2772 

NEW JERSEY 

Bernardsville, 28 Anderson Rd., 8-0824 

Orange, 350 Main St., 3-4615 

Oradel, 757 Kinderkamack Rd., 8-5593 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Chambersburg, 520 E. Liberty St., 170 

Phila. (Cynwyd), 152 Montgomery Ave., 
Welsh Valley 4-3200 

Paoli, Box 246, 1894 

York, R. D. #1, 4-0705 

DELAWARE 

Wilmington, Greenhill & 2nd, 8-5580 


MARYLAND 

Bethesda, 4813 Bethesda Ave., 4-0855 
Easton, 7 Linden Ave., 1693 

Towson, 412 Delaware Ave., 8-054 
KENTUCKY 

Ashland, 300 Mayo Arcade, 2906 
OHIO 

Lancaster, 254 Boving Ave., 4687 
Zanesville, 817 Livingston Ave., 3-7417 
VIRGINIA 

Lynchburg, Box 806, 6-2529 


Roanoke, 
728 Ferdinand Ave., S. W., 3-8506 
TENNESSEE 
Kingsport, 1625 Linville St., 2033 
W. VIRGINIA 


Charleston, P. 0. Box 1149, 4-8667 
Huntington, 625 16th St., 2-5462 


BARTLETT 


TREE EXPERTS 


Home Office, Research Laboratories and 
Experimental Grounds, Stamford, Conn. 









America’s Authentic Garden Magazine 








CONTENTS e MARCH 1954 


Vol. XXXII — No. 3 


1954 Spring Flower Shows....,.......+eeeeeeeeeeees 98 
Bie Fendt DEO Feo c nisin ccveccccccccddevenccses 101 
New Introductions for Your Garden in 1954......... 102 
African Violets from Seed............-. Irene S. McKay 103 
Ten Easy-to-Grow Vegetables....... Albert C. Burrage 104 
Gracious Living Outdoors... ..cccccccccccccccccccces 105 
Growing Hybrid Clematis.......... Ernest K. Thomas 106 
Annuals for Color and Cutting......... Ruth Gannon 109 
Roses — Here, There and Everywhere..B. E. Newton 110 
SDL SI OTE EAE POCO TE. PEE NE 111 
English Gardens — Old and New......... Joan Parry 112 
Banksias from Australia............... Douglas Elliott 113 
Sculptured Bromeliads................ Ernest Chabot 114 
De Oe Re 20 0a bike adencbennnd dees uawes 115 
Home Greenhouse in March...... Cornelius Ackerson 116 
What’s New For Gardemers...........scccccscccccces 118 
nS LEEPER SOT ET ETP T TEE TT OTE TTT ETT 119 
RANE OS TE TEE cscccccedccscdessscvnvcccecoenes 126 
I ee ies oo wh oh eae ah re alne Me lala bed Rae 129 
Readers Questions Amswered............00eeeeeeeees 132 


Soils for Azaleas and Rhododendrons 
Clement G. Bowers 136 


Fuchsias Stage a Comeback.......... Joy Logee Martin 139 
Cabbages and Their Cousins..... Harry A. Nickerson 142 
Py MR concceccescdecicicexes Donald Wyman 144 


OUR COVERS 
Front — Daffodils at Sandy Valley — Jack Breed 
Back — Spring Flowers in the Snow — Eric Sanford 


COLOR INSERTS 
Page 107 Hybrid Clematis — Paul Genereux 
Page 108 Webster Garden at Quisset — Paul Genereux 
Page 137 Azaleas on a Hillside — Paul Genereux 
Page 138 Hybrid Fuchsia Marinka — M. W. Duncan 





Arno H. Nehrling, Director of Publications 


Daniel J. Foley Editor 

George Taloumis Executive Editor 
Brenda E. Newton Associate Editor 
Richard C. Husselbee Advertising Manager 
Paul E. Genereux Photographer 


ADVISORY BOARD 
Stedman Buttrick 


Dr. R. A. Van Meter 
Ernest Hoftyzer 


Aubrey B. Butler 


Horticulture is printed by The Rumford Press, Concord, New Hamp- 
shire. Micro-Color Lithography by W. A. Krueger Co., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Halftones by Franklin Engraving Co., Boston, Massachusetts. 





Horticutrurr: March 1954; Volume XXXII, No. 3, Issued Monthly. Published at Horticultur al 
Hall, Boston 15, Mass. Subscription Rates (in advance). One year $2.50. Canada $2.50. Foreign 
Countries, $3.50. Fatered as second-class matter December 8, 1904, at the Post Ofhce at Boston 
Mass., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at the Post Ofhce in Concord, N. H 

October 22, 1953. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage, authorized August 14, 1952 
Address all correspondence relating to Subscriptions and Advertising to Horticulture, 300 Mass 


Ave., Boston 15, Mass 


HORTICULTURE 


HORTICULTURE 














[> Yea — 


LINDANE-ARAMITE 





Same amount goes twice as far! 


SAME LOW PRICE 


1 GALLON NOW MAKES 200 GALLONS OF SOLUTION 
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Gets Mites and Aphids in One Operation 
Provides Excellent Control of Many Other Insects 

















: Red spiders and spider mites are just too tough for DDT! Even worse, DDT kills off the 
. ° . 
e natural enemies of red spiders and spider mites, making these pests an increasingly serious 
~ problem. Roses and ornamental fruit and shade trees are hardest hit. Red spiders 
* multiply by the millions, in 3-day cycles, attach themselves to the tender underside of 
7 
¢ leaves, draining them of life-juices and leaving them yellow, brown... dying 
. 
_ . 
“ \ 7 
st SNH I< ; . 
. Wy. ; es New D & P LINDANE-ARAMITE EMULSION is a marvelous aphid killer, too. Provides 
7 ANS ; residual control lasting several weeks. Especially effective for holly leaf miner, birch leaf 
LS 
\ M ; miner, leaf miners in boxwood, elm leaf beetle, cankerworms, and thrips 
APHID " 
° 
A-< « NOW...New D & P LINDANE-ARAMITE EMULSION gets red spider mites AND aphids 
. 
° in one operation—doesn’t upset “nature’s balance” leaving mites behind to 
i) ; ravage your plants undisturbed. A major development in the home gardening field. And 
z new D & P LINDANE-ARAMITE provides excellent control of the other principal insect pests. 
LEAF MINER F 


Mail coupon today for YOUR supply of this powerful 
DON’T DELAY! 








new insect control weapon. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
Special Offer: 8 oz. bottle $1.75 * 1 gal. can $13.00 = 
e@eeeeeveeveeeeeveeeene iy ee @ 
* — DOGGETT-PFEIL COMPANY “WN f) . 
o © Springfield 1, N. J. = 7 
Og sett-Pfeil i ompany ? Please rush me my supply of D& P LINDANE- . 
x ARAMITE EMULSION. If not satisfied | will return . 
° unused portion any time within 60 days for full ng 
SPRINGFIELD a NEW JERSEY e purchase price refund. Check size desired: ° 
MILLBURN 6-5900 [} 8 oz. bottle (makes 1212 gallons of spray)....$1.75 “ 
6 [] 1 gal. can (for larger gardens 13.00 ° 
e NAME . 
oer - m te . 
fori }$ ADDRESS seiccumniati 
i i 
| oy ‘ mae 8 CITY... ZONE.......... STATE . 
i it’s a ependable : roduct if it’s = & © J CHECK HERE TO SAVE MONEY! Enclose payment = ® 
i : ne eee : je with order and WE pay all postage and shipping * 
oe : ; ae a Se tek ce or Ce, end e charges. Same money back guarantee. . 
| Merve anaes niet taniissnsiton tibiae ee eee 
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Letter to Mrs. Richards 
from White Flower Farm 


Dear Mrs. Richards: 

Following are unsolicited letters from 
customers. All right, we grant they are 
from a lot of charming optimists who see 
only the bright side of life, but at the 
same time you'll have to admit there is a 
shred of truth in them. Yes, we have had 
caustic letters. (We deserved them. How- 
ever, they are very few; can be counted 
on the fingers of one hand each season.) 
From Pennsylvania (1953) — “The reason | am writing 
is to thank everyone at White Flower who had 
anything to do with the growing and shipping of my 
plants which arrived yesterday. Precious Wedge- 
wood china could not have been packed with 





greater core. It is refreshing, in this 'slap-dash’ age, | 


to see someone who respects and appreciates the 
fine art of producing plants like these.” 

From New York City (1953) — “It has been a pleas- 
ure, over the past year, to deal with you. Your 
directness is commendable. The Madison Avenue 
techniques of others make us appreciate you more.” 
From Michigan (1952) — “My first purchase from you 
was at Christmas last when | ordered Warmenhoven 
amaryllis bulbs sent as gifts. | never have had gifts 
cause as much delighted response before. The 
blossoms were superb—and we have made colored 
slides to show at our Garden Club this season.” 
From Wisconsin (1953) — “It's unusual to receive the 
consideration from nurseries that | did from you. 
Itis certainly appreciated.” Note: We replaced three 
recalcitrant Veronicas, which, by the way, are some- 
times mean to transplant. 

From Philadelphia ‘'1952) — “The rose bushes ar- 
rived in perfect condition and in time for our week 
end planting.” Note: That weekend planting business 
was luck. We try, but never know how the Post 
Office is going to cooperate. 


From New York City (1952) — “We are delighted | 


with your monthly cards reminding us of planting 
time and giving us cultural hints.” Note: Six a year, 
not monthiy. We have observed that people like to 
hear from their children once a month; not that 
often from this kind of nursery. 


From Pennsylvania (1953) — “Your packing is the | 


best | have ever had in 43 yrs. of gardening and 
your clumps were beautiful.” 

So, Mrs. R., there is a small sample of 
letters from very satisfied gardeners. We 
will thank you to tell your friends. Tell 
them about our exciting spring catalogue 


(we publish one in the fall, too). Tell them | 


about Fraises des Bois, those wonderful 
wild French Strawberries which are not 
only a gourmet's delight but a perfect 
edging plant (no runners). Tell them about 
our own invention, The Strip Perennial 
Border, a new way to handle peren- 
nials. Tell them about our Flowering 
Fence which is not Rosa Multiflora. Well 
... please tell 'em.... 

And tell them the quickest way to find 
out about White Flower Farm is simply 
to write for our down-to-earth catalogue. 
It costs 25 cents, is worth much more, but 
because we're so generous with little 
extras tucked in a customer's parcel, it 
actually costs less than nothing. 

So we thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 
Amos Pettingill 


Waite FLOWER FARM 


LITCHFIELD 143, CONNECTICUT 
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“Stow-a-Way” Gasoline Can 


A six-foot long hose, stored within the 
can, is kept clean at all times by a special 
gasket. This also serves as an automatic 
release for the over-pressure while pump- 
ing fuel. A necessity for all gasoline 
motor equipment owners and for emer- 
gency use in the automobile. All-alum- 
inum air pump provides the necessary 
operating pressure with push-button 
flow control. Air is automatically re- 
leased when hose is returned to the can 
providing safety while in storage or in 
transport. 5 gallon size only $9.95 from 
The Alva T. Smith Company, Dept. 
H-3, 631 East Center Street, Milwaukee 
12, Wisconsin. 





Soil Testing Kit 


Change your garden from one of 
mediocrity to one which produces 
large, colorful, prize-winning 
blooms, larger vitamin-enriched 
vegetables and velvety green lawns. 
By following the easy-to-under- 
stand instructions with each kit you 
can determine exactly what ele- 
ments must be added to your soil for 
best results and know what plants 
will grow best in your particular 
kind of soil. $14.94. Order from the 
Sudbury Laboratories, Dept. H-3, 
South Sudbury, Massachusetts. 








vy GARDEN 





New Rotary Duster 


Especially designed for the average 
home gardener is this small rotary 
duster. Easy loading, light weight 
(114 Ibs.) and finger tip control 
makes this ideal for quick, occa- 
sional use. Special gears set up 
an eight-foot stream of dust which 
covers bushes normally out of 
reach. The J-P Midget Duster is 
made of all metal, highly polished, 
and will never rust. Only $9.95, the 
J-P Midget Rotary Duster is sold 
by Jackson & Perkins Co., Dept. 
H-3, Newark, New York. 





Modern Flower Arranger 


Handthrown ceramic bowl in a 
beautiful swirl design. In grey 
which blends with all modern and 
period furnishings. A low based 
style, the bowl is ideal for floating 
large blossoms from your garden or 
arranging centerpieces. Selected by 
the Museum of Modern Art for 
good design, this bowl is one of the 
Fris Ceramics made in Edam, Hol- 
land. In three sizes: 13’, $9.75: 
1014”, $5.25; and 8”, $2.75. From 
The Foreign Advisory Service Corp., 
Princess Anne, Maryland. 





HORTICULTURE 











MAKE 1954 














FERTILEZE PRODUCTS 
MAKE YOUR GARDENING 
HAPPIER AND EASIER 





FLOW MIXER 


The one easy, accurate method of covering large 
areas with FERTILEZE and other soluble & 
liquid fertilizers, soil conditioners, insecticides, 
herbicides & defoliants. Used with garden hose and 
nozzle (or automatic sprinkler), covers up to an 
acre at one filling! A valuable gardening tool, 
complete with connecting hose and instructions. 


$17.95 


ROOT FEEDER 


An important aid in sub-surface feeding and ir- 
rigating around roots of trees, shrubs, evergreens. 
Use with Flow Mixer to restore or improve plant 
health with all-nutrient FERTILEZE plant food. 
Has ON-OFF switch and visual flow chamber ‘in 
molded aluminum handle. Hollow steel feeding 
spindle is easily inserted in any soil with aid of 
water pressure. Complete with instructions. $7.95 





18-LB. ‘ECONOMY’ BOX 


Sufficient concentrated FERTILEZE for feeding 
3,000 sq. ft. area bi-weekly throughout season, in 
moisture-proof container with Feeding Guide and 


plastic scoop $1 1.95 


OTHER ECONOMICAL FERTILEZE PACKAGES 
9-LB. "HANDY DOZEN'—Twelve 12-0z.plastic bags $6.95 
36-LB. ‘SUBURBAN’ DRUM—Covers 6,000 sq. ft. during 

$19.95 


a atacdesdcccecdiciucinicicencnaiat le 
60-LB. "ESTATE DRUM—Covers 10,000 sq. fi. during 
CORGOR co cccccccccccceccsccccecevosocooes 28.95 


March 1954 





THE YEAR YOU DISCOVER 


Learn for yourself why LOUIS 
BROMFIELD calls it "the easiest-to-apply, 
most effective plant food | have ever used” 


Is your garden ALL you want it to be? Modern soil science has shown 
that vital mineral exhaustion is our most common garden ill. The 
most effective means of combating mineral deficiencies, according 
to Louis Bromfield and other experts, is the remarkably simple 
FERTILEZE method of balanced plant nutrition. 

FERTILEZE supplies all known essential food elements in 
measured, scientifically determined proportions. You apply soluble 
FERTILEZE to gardens, lawns, trees and shrubs with convenient, precision-made 
feeding devices. By applying FERTILEZE regularly in small amounts throughout 
the season, you furnish complete nutrition when it is most needed. 

In the brief time FERTILEZE has been commercially available thousands have 
discovered this sure way to healthier, lovelier plant growth. You, too, will one day 
discover FERTILEZE. 

Why not make it today . . 
ever grown! ; 





MR. BROMFIELD 


. and enjoy the finest, most gratifying garden you have 





THE ECONOMICAL 


‘TRY-IT’ KIT 


SIX 12-OZ. BAGS OF FERTILEZE 
& PRECISION 3-SPEED SPRAYER 


AN $8.50 VALUE 
FOR ONLY 


$5.98 


Try it! Give your garden 
and lawn a head start 
towards thrilling beauty 
and health with FERTILEZE. The ‘TRY-IT’ KIT makes it easy for you. Just 
empty a bag of FERTILEZE into the Sprayer, attach your garden hose . . . and 
fertilize while you sprinkle! Complete with informative Feeding Guide for everything 
that grows. 

‘FULL SEASON’ KIT — Similar to the “TRY-IT’ KIT, but with one dozen 
12-0z. bags of FERTILEZE for keeping gardens and lawns green throughout the 
growing season. Complete with Feeding Guide $8.95 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


orveR FER TUL 7 43 FRom your Locat DEALER 








IF HE CAN’T SUPPLY YOU, MAIL THIS COUPON od 
| 
| NUTRITIONAL CONCENTRATES, INnc., P.O. Box 309,New Lexington, Ohio 
| 


ITEM PRICE ENCLOSED 15 MY CHECK POR $2... cccvcdicces | 


POP e ore Ben ee ne RRR NE Re a Rice AES IN re Mid Taek Parte 
PARTE ee IMLS Fee: Nene RAI DE OTE, 2 DEO OE PETE | 
ECT on ee ENE AR Oe | 


SD CI is isnt noicchsnnkesnsdcnssindenidienseaetaeeeel 
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Horticulture Offers Yearbook Prizes 





te4 
1S > ORTICULTURE Offers a first prize of $35 a. At least one major project. (Small 
ans H for the outstanding 1953-1954 year- clubs cannot be expected to have 
ley) book submitted by a garden club. It offers more than one project, but larger 
— a second prize of $20, a third prize of $15 clubs should have several. Horti- 
hen and three additional prizes of $10 each. culture, conservation, landscaping, 
UF / Awards of Honorable Mention, which civic development, shade-tree plant- 
The best flower and vegetable seeds provide three subscriptions to Horticu.- ing on streets or in parks, reforesta- 
are those that have been America’s ruRE for each club chosen, may be given tion, are typical suggestions. It is 
first choice for 98 years. That means at the discretion of the judges. This compe- the quality of the work undertaken 


tition is restricted to individual clubs and rather than the subject that is im- 


e 
FERRYS does not apply to federations. The judges portant.) 
will consider each yearbook submitted on b. Evidence of progress in the project 
SEEDS the basis of the scale of points presented chosen and in all the club’s activities 
here. Garden clubs which received prizes may be covered in the President’s 


“7 Bs in 1953 will not be considered in 1954, annual report cr those of Commit- 
\ I like the convenience , ; 
> , oe a but they may submit an entry. Yearbooks tees. 
= El of buying Ferry’s Seeds ; ager ie se 5 ai 
pa ) right from the rack. to be entered in this ye irs competition anna : “s ; ‘ =o 
SX >} must reach the office of HorticuLTuRE, a. Complete identification (name of 
Y )» ss - 
WO = 300 Mass. Ave., Boston 15, Mass., on or club, town and state) 
No waiting . . . no guessing . . . when before Oct. 1, 1954 b. Complete membership lists with 
you buy from the Ferry’s Seeds Display 
. . ¥ addresses 


at your favorite store. You get just : ‘ ‘ 
what you want right when you want it. c. Complete program (meetings, proj- 
Scale of Points ects, visits, accomplishments) 

d. Supplementary material of value to 


for Judging Yearbooks : , 
members in gardening. 


“I can be sure that 
Ferry’s Seeds are 











freshly packed.” 1. Standard Club 25 4. Form of Yearbook ; esa Gaee 
: _a. An active organization (size un- (Size of club will have no weight in 
They're certified freshly packed by a important) determining quality of yearbook.) 
date stamp on each packet. So you b. Systematic course of study a. Neatness and beauty of design. 
cant ee ingly get = packets that c. One flower show a year (at least) b. Originality in relation to club’s char- 
can produce inferior results. d. One garden pilgrimage or visit acter. 
“Cood j 1 bad (local) ¢. Quality of reporting and compre- 
Good sé eas and bat e. A club project (at least one) hensiveness of coverage. 
seeds look alike, so 1 buy aos ' : sige ie , 
d > Rt: {. Authoritative speaker for at least d. No restriction as to printing, mime- 
on Ferry’s reputation. - : 3 ; 
one meeting. ographing and other forms. 
ed 2. Utility of program 40 e. Scrapbooks not considered year- 
: . oe bai Principle: A garden club is of value only books. 
Ferry-Morse scientists maintain that in proportion to the work it accom- f. Although no distinction will be 
reputation by constant, rigid control ; < ; - ‘ : ; 
over every step of breeding and produe- plishes for its community and for its made, the size considered ideal is 
tion. So you can buy with confidence. members. about 5 by 7 inches or less. 
a aS 
“Fe rry's Seeds have & sl ) 


always given me the to 
” (\ \* U/ 


ae New Fruits for 1954 





—<—~a 
rhousands of laboratory tests and field 
re age be pine rn ga N™: improved varieties of fruits, the list. The first, from the Michigan 
bring you more abundant gardens. different in flavor and better in Experiment Station is for a cold cli- 
“Get in the habit of buying quality, are available for home plant- mate, but for warmer regions Mary- 
Ferry’s Seeds.” ing and use this year. land’s Antietam is recommended. 
For America’s best One of the most popular of small Blueberries have improved so much 
ae —— wns fruits is the strawberry, and new vari- during recent years that more and 
sham at the Ferev's eties are eagerly awaited. From Cor- more home-owners are planting them. 
Seeds Display. You'll nell University’s Experiment Station Coville, one of the new introductions, 
eS come Empire, a heavy bearer with extends the season by ripening in late 
Seed, General and large berries, Erie, a late-ripening va- | August and is ideal to plant with Berke- 
Grocery Stores, at riety with a heavy yield, and Eden, a _ ley which ripens earlier. 
Supermarkets, Nurser- bright red, tart berry for preserving As for grapes, Steuben from the 
ion anil atieat inteiinee. wight red, tart berry for preserving As for grapes, Ste 
and freezing. New also are Wine- Experiment Station at Geneva, New 


FREE! 48 Pages of Gardening Tips! ? : z . ; : : 
Get your free nan of the preset hanes Dark, a dark red variety with a high York, is a blue-black that ripens after 
page Ferry’s Home Garden Guide. Write sugar content that requires no sugar Concord and has vigor and high pro- 








Ferry-Morse Seed Co., Dept. H-1, P.O. Box or cream, and Jumbo, a June bearer, ductiveness. The fruits which may be 
778, Detroit 31, Mich. . . . or Ferry-Morse a = fe 1: / ved , Te } + satis tia danas + he bene } Z Id 
Seed Co., Dept. H-1, Mountain View, Calif. with a firm, dark red berry that is eaten for dessert, can be kept in co 
YOU'LL ENJOY “THE GARDEN GATE.” Hear the Old sweet tasting and takes to freezing. storage. Bath, also a heavy yielder, 
Dirt Dobber’s helpful gardening hints over CBS Radio . ; rs : She : aa arg ae ‘A 35 se 
paid se tench In the small fruit class two raspber- _ has black fruit of sweet taste. 

ries, Early Red and Antietam, are on Peaches require constant spraying, 
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but they are so delicious when eaten 
directly from the tree, that they are 
worth this attention. Of good quality, 
early, yellow-fleshed and free stone, is 
Erlyvee, though of more than average 
hardiness is Prairie Dawn, a_ soft, 
yellow-fleshed peach that ripens early. 
Missouri from the mid-west is noted 
for its rich flavor, while Loring, also 
hailing from Missouri, is generous with 
firm, good quality fruits. A California 
variety is Springtime, which ripens 
in May, with a firm, white flesh that is 
juicy and flavorsome. 


New Nectarine 

The nectarine, a near cousin of the 
peach, has to offer the newcomer 
Nectarose, a variety with a white flesh 
that is ready to eat two weeks before 
the peach Elberta. Then from England 
comes the plum Golden Transparent 
Gage, which ripens in September. Its 
high quality fruits are clear golden 
yellow, spotted with red. 

Those who grow cherries will be in- 


terested in the very hardy and dwarf 


Northern Star. The ripe, mahogany- 
red cherries, juicy, meaty and tender, 
hang on for two weeks in good condi- 
tion after ripening in early July. The 
Canadian Experiment Station at Mor- 
den, Manitoba, has come out with a 
dwarf, sour cherry, Meteor, a strong, 
vigorous grower, with very large and 
tender bright red cherries. It is self- 
fruitful and ripens in mid-season. 


Several Apples 


Much outstanding work has also 
been done with apples. Showing prom- 
ise for marketing is Monroe, a good 
cooking apple that is a late keeper. It 
is an annual bearer whose fruits are 
medium in size. A large apple for 
culinary uses, too, is Webster, which 
ripens late in the season. Keeping well 
is the bright red Ruby from Ohio, an 
annual, early bearer, while Idaho's 
Idared is outstanding as a late keeper. 


Holly and Lilac Lists 


The Holly Society of America has pub- 
lished a Holly Check List, a 56-page pam- 
phlet containing the names of over 600 
kinds of hollies now being grown in this 
country. It is available from Charles A. 
Young, Jr., Bergner Mansion, Gwynn 
Falls Park, Baltimore, Md., for $1.00. 

The 1953 Lilac Survey, published by 
the Arthur Scott Horticultural Founda- 
tion, is a 48-page listing of some 950 lilacs. 
Single copies are $1.00, and may be pro- 
cured from the Scott Horticultural Founda- 
tion, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, 


Penna. 
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sensarionac GLADIOLUS 


GIANT Collection 


Truly exotic Giants of Glad-dom. No larger varieties 
have been grown anywhere. Just as easy to grow as any 
variety ever offered, but they may need staking, unless 
you plant deep or 5 to 7 inches apart. 


10 BIG TOP—Huge pink, cherry blotch \ 
10 EVANGELINE—Pastel Pink ic Large Bulbs 





10 MID-AMERICA—Scarlet le ib 
- 
10 PARTHIENA—Light Purple each @ varieties) 


10 PATRICIAN—Sensational Lavender 5] 0-4 
10 POLYNESIA—Huge Salmon Red postpaid 
10 REGAL RED—Deap Glossy Red including eight 8 inch Garden 


10 WHITE GODDESS—Ruffled Snow White Stakes for Labeling 


5 bulbs each of the above 8 varieties plus 8 garden labels, 
a total of 40 Large Bulbs for $5.35 postpaid 


GARDEN FAVORITES 


Really beauties and most are very ruffled adding that 
touch of refinement. 


60 Large Bulbs in 6 Varieties, Labeled our selection, 
plus 6 Garden Stakes for labeling for $5.90 postpaid 


FANCY DELUXE MIXED 


For those who do not care to keep them labeled, this 
assortment will produce some of the finest blooms. At 
least 30 distinct varieties of every color imaginable will 
make up this wonderful assortment. 

100 Top Size Bulbs $5.25 postpaid 
100 Flowering Size Bulbs $3.75 postpaid 


pelt y! New CATALOG in Full Color, 


features best old and new 

P| varieties, giants, miniatures, 
parr | other bulbs. Contains valua- 
ut gpEConTteS ‘ 






ble planting information 
making it easy for any one to 
grow beautiful flowers. Sent 
anywhere in U. S. for 10¢, 
which you may deduct on 
first order. 


EXQUISITE 
MINIATURE GLADS 


Most lovely of all Glads. These miniature glads are the answer to so many garden 
flower lovers’ demand for smaller, more delicate blooms which would be more suitable 
for use in small homes, apartments, and for hospital bouquets and special arrangements. 
They’re ideal for many uses and you will surely want to try some this year. 


We Recommend 60 Bulbs 


10 ATOM—Fiery Scarlet 

















10 BO PEEP—Ruffled Salmon of nice 

10 FLICKER—Orange blooming size 
10 LITTLE PAL—Rose Pink, Cherry Red Blotch 

10 STATUETTE—Ruffied Deep Yellow $4 .90 


10 OSAGE— Orange Scarlet 
postpaid, 


plus six 8 inch Garden 
Stakes for Labeling 


ALFRED L. MOSES 


71 Lake Avenue 
Lima, New York 
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ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 10. 
TREES <cnce¢ SHRUBS 


by 


ARTHUR H 


GRAVES 


Curator Emeritus 
Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden 


Woody Plants, wild or 
cultivated, native or 
exotic, of New Eng- 
land, New York, New 





Jersey, Pennsylvania 

and Delaware. Pub- 

Quercus robur lished 1952. 300 pen 
English Ook and ink drawings. | 

Montague Free, Staff Horticulturist, The 


| Home Garden, August, 1953. ‘‘Its purpose 

| is admirably served; the keys are simple to use 
and are not beyond the capacity of anyone... . 
Botanical training is not necessary, provided 
you read the Preface, Introduction and the 
section on ‘How to Use the Keys... .’”’ 


E. W. Littlefield, Supt. Forest Management, 
N. Y. State Conservation Dept. NV. Y. State | 
Conservationist, Aug.-Sept. 1953. “For the 
| professional forester, arborist, or landscape 
architect this work should...be kept at 
hand for ready reference. Also for the layman, | 
who wants to identify!the various trees and 
shrubs he comes across on his hikes in city 
parks, or who wants to know more about 
woody plants he can use in his home landscap- 
ing, the book will provide a welcome store of 
information.” } 





Send check or money order to 


ARTHUR H. GRAVES 


Wallingford, Connecticut 








Connecticut residents add 12¢ sales tax 








GOOD NEWS for 


home gardeners! 


MALATHION 


Solves practically every 
insect control problem 
on flowers, fruits, vege- 
tables, ornamentals. 





Look for MALATHION on the label 
of well-known products at your 
Garden Supply Store 

“Also known as MALATHON 


AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 


New York 20, N.Y. 


Top Quality PLANTING STOCK 
FREE CATALOG oe 
NOW Ready 


Color-illustrated. Our 1954 catalog fea- 
tures Dwarf and Semi-dwarf Apple, Dwarf Pear 
and Peach Trees, Hybrid Biveberries, brilliant Hybrid 
Tea and Floribunda Roses, Flowering Crabapples, 
White Birch, the new Moraine Locust, Hybrid Lilacs, 
Forsythia Lynwood Gold and other Flowering Shrubs 
and Vines. 









Write today for 
1954 Catalog 
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This design for a flower garden by Sir Humphrey Repton served as an inspiration 
for a series of gardens planned by the Womens Exhibitions Committee for the 
125th Anniversary New England Spring Flower Show, March 14-20 in Boston 


1954 Spring Flower Shows 


PRING Flower Shows are off to an early 
S start this year, with the National Cap- 
ital Flower and Garden Show opening at 
the National Guard Armory, Washington, 
D. C., March 4-10. The main display of 
flowering plants will be banked around a 
spectacular fountain, while gardens will 
emphasize planting for the small home. 

From March 4-9 the 5th annual West- 
ern Massachusetts Fiower Show, under the 


sponsorship of the Connecticut Valley 


Horticultural Society, will be presented in 
the Industrial Arts Building on the East- 
ern States Exposition grounds in West 
Springfield, Mass. Educational values will 
be stressed in the many colorful exhibits 
staged by retail florists, nurseries, whole- 
sale florists, growers and garden clubs 
“Springtime in the Berkshires” is the 
theme which the Greater Cleveland Home 
and Garden Flower Show has chosen to 
depict in its 11th annual exposition. A 
rustic woodland hillside, with an old 
weathered mill and mill pond, will high- 
light the show which will run from March 
6-14 at the Public Hall in Cleveland. 
This year New York’s International 
Flower Show is being held at the Kings- 
bridge Armory, Bronx, March 7-13, where 
all displays, private and commercial, will 
be staged on a single floor. One of the 
unusual exhibits will be the fuchsia garden 
of the New York Botanical Garden which 


will demonstrate the use of fuchsias in 
eastern gardens. 
In Worcester, Mass., many types of 


spring gardens will be depicted in the forth- 
coming Spring Flower Show of the Wor- 
County Horticultural Society at 
Horticultural Hall, 30 Elm Street, March 
11-14. 

In Houston, the 
Flower Show will open on March 12 at 
the Shamrock Hotel and continue through 


Texas, International 


the 15th. The flavor of foreign lands will 
prevail, while orchids will be shown as 
they grow in their natural habitat. 

Outdoor living areas will play an im- 
portant part in the gardens to be created 
at the International Flower Show, March 
13-21, at Hollywood Park, Inglewood, 
California. The highlight will be the Edu- 
cation Exhibit. 

The Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
ciety’s New England Spring Flower Show 
will revolve around its 125th anniversary 
being celebrated this year. It will be held 
at Mechanics Building, March 14-20, 
where gardens will feature the theme, 
“Gardens Old and New.” 

Also in New England, the Connecticut 
Spring Flower Show will take place, 
March 14-20, at the West Hartford Ar- 
mory. The theme, “Springtime in Con- 
necticut,” will depict the gardens and 
countryside of the state. 

Among the features at the Detroit 
Flower and Garden Exhibition which will 
occupy three large halls at the State Fair 
Grounds in Detroit, March 27-April 4, 
will be a series of six practical gardens de- 
signed for backyard landscaping. A Dutch 
bulb garden and one using native plant 
material will also be included in this 25th 
anniversary floral event. 

At Philadelphia’s Commercial Museum, 
the Spring Show will feature roses along 
There will also be 
annual 
29 and 


the entire center aisle. 
formal spring bulb gardens and 
gardens when it opens on March 
closes April 3 

Che California Spring Garden Show to 
be held at the Oakland Exposition Build- 
ing and surrounding area, April 30-May 
7. has chosen ‘Redwood Vacation Lands” 
as its theme. Different types of homes of 
the redwood coast will be recreated, and 
the flora of the area will also be shown. 
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COMPLETE PLANT FOOD and 





New Life to All House Plants! 





SOIL CONDITIONER 





So easy—so safe! Just poke a few holes One minute once a month-—that's all In just 14 days you'll see 
it takes with Feralon. One application goes thrilling results like these- 
on feeding for 4 full weeks. Gives plants or your money back from 
Feralon, Oswego. New York 
Get Feralon now at leading 


in the soil, and shoot Feralon powder straight 
to those hungry roots. Only Feralon has this 
jet-action squeeze bottle—feeds roots instantly everything they need for strong, healthy 
on contact. Yet Feralon is truly safe for all growth: Nitrogen, phosphorus and potash 


plants—can’t burn even delicate African Vio- 


lets. That’s because it’s basically organic! 


in a balanced 6-10-4 formula, plus the latest food, drug, variety and 
discovery, F.T.E.—so vital to plant growth. department stores. 


100 feedings 


No mixing-no mess—just squeeze the bottle! ~” q+ Gee" 








New squeeze-bottle plant food is guaranteed to work—quickly, safely, surely 


“* WOOLWORTH STORES 


FERALON is available in 
larger quantities for lawns, 
gardens and golf greens. 
Send us the name of your 
landscape artist or garden 
store. 
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vend $1 or bettie morled posipare, WEIt@,..FERALON PLANT FOOD 8: 35),.5¥269, 
Name 
St. Address - City 














Your Dealers Name . 
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The Massachusetts Horticultural Society ~Announces 


THE 125th ANNIVERSARY 
NEW ENGLAND SPRING FLOWER SHOW 
Mechanics “Building, “Boston 








Show Hours: MARCH 14-20 

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 Each Member of the Massachusetts 
acechsnecbederumeei ran Admission Horticultural Society Receives 
MONDAY (through SATURDAY 

10:00 A.M. fo 10:00 P.M. $1. 50 





One Free Admission Ticket = 
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Flower market staged by the Fishelsons at a recent New England Spring Flower Show GENEREUX 


It’s Just Like Paradise 


PRING has already come to the south and the west 
coast, but here in the north vestiges of winter still 
linger. To those of us who live in the cold part of the 

world, March, the waning time of winter, is the most 
exasperating of months. It can be, and usually is, unpre- 
dictable, puzzling and problematical. But, come wind, 
rain, sleet or snow of one thing we are certain it is the 
month of the great Spring Flower Shows which whet our 
appetites for another season of unlimited pleasure. 

As every gardener knows, no publicist, however fluent, 
can quite convey the feeling that surges within us when we 
get our first glimpse of a Spring Show. It’s a thrill that 
gives us a lift. As we meander through a maze of tropical 
foliage resplendent with orchids, or stop to admire a new 
rose, or gaze into a woodland garden, all thoughts of the 
weather and the world about us disappear. Exclamations 
are commonplace, enthusiasm overwhelms us, sore fect 
are forgotten and all our worries and cares fade away 
under the spell of these man-made Edens. 

I sometimes think that those who grow plants and flow- 
ers are endowed with a kind of vision of the ideal world 
that is not commonly found in the make up of most people 
I know. Could this be the reason why so many people who 
are not active gardeners visit the shows each year in in- 
creasing numbers? It is commonly believed that the ancient 
art of gardening, like music and painting, is an unfailing 
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source of inspiration. And what more effective means is 
there of bringing in the spring than with a Flower Show? 

On the other hand, perhaps this God-given concept of 
Paradise is an integral part of all of us, but remains, to a 
great extent, latent or undeveloped. Thus, it becomes the 
challenge of a few to rekindle the vision each year. At 
any rate, our great Spring Flower Shows, planned, de- 
signed and created by a small group of unselfish men and 
women who work for the sheer love of it all, bring renewed 
inspiration to all who seek it as the spring season unfolds. 

More than once, while visiting these great flower shows 
during the past quarter of a century, have I heard the ex- 
clamation, “‘It’s just like paradise!’ Actually, this bit of 
superlative praise is well grounded in the tradition of 
gardening, and reaches back 300 years before the time of 
Christ. In the days of King Cyrus, Xenophon, after visiting 
this noted monarch, Hellenized the Persian word for gar- 
den to “Paradeisos.”” Thus, the word paradise became syn- 
onymous with that of a garden. One of the greatest English 
garden books, written by John Parkinson in the 17th 
century and entitled ‘*Paradisi in Sole, Paradisus ‘Ter- 
restris,”” is evidence enough that the ancient and cherished 
association of paradise and gardens was not forgotten, 
even in Elizabethan times. If moralizing is in order, it 
might well be said that many an enthusiastic burst of ex- 


D.J.P 


pression uttered today stems from some tradition 
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EW FLOWERS add an element of excitement in the garden. 

Among the introductions made available to home gardeners 
this year are the three annuals and one perennial pictured here. 
Top left is the huge white petunia Popcorn, an early bloomer of 
dwarf and compact habit. Blue is a rare color, and to the rescue 
comes the hardy delphinium Sapphire, with large florets, which 
comes easily from seed. Directly below is the Hearts and Honey 
annual vine, a variety of the cardinal climber with fern-like 
leaves and orange flowers. Bells of Ireland (Mollucella laevis) 
it is not new, but gardeners are still getting acquainted with this 
annual which produces distinctive green bracts on tall spikes. 





Petunia Popcorn, an immense pure white 


New Introductions 
Worth Trying 


tor vour 1954 Garden 





Hearts and Honey, a new form of cardinal climber 
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Bells of Ireland, a favorite with flower arrangers 


Delphinium Sapphire, an ideal perennial for cutting 
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Plants on the top and middle shelf are fiveemonth-old seedlings. Those on the bottom shelf are eighteen months old. 


African Violets from Seed 


Irene S. McKay, Quebec, P.Q., Canada 


IGHT years ago I came to French 
Canada to live and became an 
apartment dweller. Deprived of 

a garden, I often had no flowers in my 
home, unless I purchased something 
from the florists. 
About years 
article in my home town newspaper 
about a girl who was exhibiting an 
African violet that had been in bloom 
continuously for five years. I resolved 
to visit her on my next trip home. She 
had a greenhouse filled with African 
violets that were awe-inspiring to me. 
Her plants were all named varieties, 
and propagation was done from leaf 
cuttings. While talking with her, I 
asked if violets could readily be grown 
from seed. She replied that they could, 
but that it was the hard way to do it. 
However, I was determined to try 
them from seed. Immediately I joined 
the African Violet Society and also 
sent for a dollar package of seed. 
When the seed arrived, the instruc- 
tions suggested that the beginner di- 


two ago, I saw an 


vide the seed and make two or more 
plantings. I divided them into three 
lots. Without ready access to soil, I 
went to the “five and ten” store and 
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purchased vermiculite, sand and peat 
moss and prepared my African violet 
soil. Having on hand some round, 
plastic cottage cheese containers about 
four inches in diameter, I drilled six 
small holes in the bottom of each for 
drainage. Three successive plantings 
were made: one in sand, one in a weak 
soil and peat moss mixture and the 
third in vermiculite. I found no differ- 
ence in the germination, but the root 
growth on the seedlings in the ver- 
miculite was very much stronger. 

I filled the container two-thirds full 
of vermiculite, thoroughly wetted it 
with warm water and then left it to 
drain for two hours. Since the seeds 
are extremely small, like particles of 
dust, it was very difficult to spread 
them evenly over the vermiculite. Al- 
though I found that they came up 
in bunches, this did not affect their 
growth. After the seeds, I 
placed the cover on the container 


sowing 


which was set on a window sill above 
a partly-open radiator. 

A relatively constant temperature 
of 75° to 80° F. 
moved the container along the shelf 
at various times during the day to 


was maintained. I 


keep it out of the direct sun; yet it 
received strong light. At the same 
time, I kept a check for moisture on 
the dish cover, drying it off when 
drops accumulated to a point where 
they might fall on the seedlings. 

It was not necessary to add water 
until after germination, about 12 days 
after planting. The surface of the ver- 
miculite should always be damp, but 
not wet. When watering became neces- 
sary, I mixed a weak solution of a 
liquid fertilizer — one quarter tea- 
spoon to five quarts of tepid water. 
The container was set in a dish holding 
this solution and left there until the 
surface of the vermiculite appeared 
damp. 

Two weeks after germination, 91 
seedlings, each less than an eighth of 
an inch across, had appeared in the 
three containers. These were trans- 
planted to seven-inch bulb pans filled 
to within half an inch of the top with 
two parts soil, one part sand and 
one part peatmoss. For this delicate 
operation, I used a transplanting fork 
made from a thin plastic strip, tapered 
at one end and having a V-shaped 


See page 134 
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‘Ten Easy-to-grow Vegetables 


Albert C. Burrage, Author of the 20 Minute-a-day Garden 


ERE are 10 vegetables for the 

home garden which I have 

found will give the greatest 

pleasure for the time spent in growing 

them and the expense incurred. In 

making this selection I have kept the 
following factors in mind. 

1. Neither greenhouse, hot 

nor cold frame is needed. 

2. Seeds can be planted in the 

garden except for egg plant 


bed 


and tomatoes, young plants of 


which can be bought inex- 
pensively. 
3. The use of insecticides is re- 
stricted to a minimum. Only 
an insecticide dust, which can 
be bought in a dust gun ready 
to use, and D.D.T. are re- 
quired 
4. Plant supports are needed only 
for egg plants and tomatoes. 

Planting dates recommended have 
been carefully designated to avoid loss 
from damping-off, to minimize spray- 
ing and to eliminate danger from 
frosts. 

To obtain maximum results, organic 
material of some form is essential. Use 
you have it, or rotted 
manure or, failing that, a quickly- 


made compost of one part Driconure, 


compost if 


one part peatmoss and one half part 
bonemeal by weight, all of which can 
be bought at seed stores. A mulch 
should be used between the rows, es- 
pecially if water is not available. Baled 
salt hay or will suffice. 
Commercial fertilizer such as 5-10-10 
at the rate of five pounds per 100 


peatmoss 


square feet is also needed. 

The vegetables are listed in the or- 
der of their importance, according to 
our family rating chart. From this list 
you can obtain such superb results 
that you will never be content without 
a vegetable garden, however small. 

Note: planting dates are based on records 
kept by the author over a period of 25 years 
at Ipsu ich, Mass. 

GREEN Beans — Asgrow Topcrop. 
Sow at rate of one half pound per 100 
feet of row, allowing two feet of space 
between rows. Plant May 12, May 30, 
June 14, June 25, July 5, 14, 24, Aug. 

the 
with 


1. The last two rows can follow 
first two rows. Dust 
Spergon, Make a V-shaped trench 


the seeds 
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four inches wide and two inches deep. 
Sprinkle the trench with water, sow 
the seed and cover with soil. The Mex- 
ican bean beetle can be kept under 
control by dusting once a week with 
an insecticide dust until the beans are 
half formed. 

PEAS Greater Progress. 
a dwarf pea which needs no staking. 
Sow two and one half pounds of seed 


This is 


per 100 feet, allowing three feet of 


space between rows. Dust the seeds 
with Spergon. Dig a trench 7 inches 
wide and 3 inches deep, scatter a hand- 
ful of fertilizer (5-10-10) for every 
7 feet of trench and scuff in. Then sow 
the seed, sprinkle the trench and 
cover. Plant peas March 29, April 10. 
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Offers Cash Awards 
for accounts of 
Experiences with Vegetables 
See Details, page 154 











CorN 
one half pound per 100 feet of row, 
allowing three feet of space between 
rows. Plant May 1, May 15, May 29. 
At two-foot intervals along the row, 
use a hoe to make depressions about 
10 inches wide, 12 inches long and 144 
inches deep, pulling the soil in one 
direction. Sow 6 seeds of corn, one in 
each corner and two in the center, 
pull back the soil and tamp down. 
By planting on these dates, there will 
be less damage from corn borer and 
ear worm, than if planting later. These 
pests can be kept under control by 
spraying with two 
water. The first spraying is done when 
the corn tassels begin to show in the 
whorl, about July 1. Repeat a week 
later. 

Lima Beans — Fordhook 242. Sow 
at the rate of one pound per 100 feet 
(each seed — 8 inches apart), allow 
two feet between rows. Dust seed with 
Spergon. Plant June 1, making a 
trench as for green beans. An insecti- 
cide dust will keep the Mexican bean 
beetle under control. 

Tomato — Waltham Scarlet. Set 
plants two feet apart in the garden on 


June 1, allowing three feet between 


Seneca 60. Sow at rate of 


tablespoons of 
50°) wettable D.D.T. in a gallon of 


rows. About a week before setting 
them out, holes are dug 18 inches in 
diameter and four inches deep. A 
spadeful of compost is put in each hole 
or a trowelful of the suggested mixture 
of Driconure, peatmoss and bonemeal 
can be used. The plants are supported 
by driving a one-inch pipe, eight feet 
long at each end of the row. Set the 
pipes two feet in the ground and fasten 
a piece of wire from the top of one 
pole to another. Only three stems are 
allowed to grow from each plant, and 
these are staked to the wire. Tomato 
blight can be kept under control by 
dusting with an insecticide powder. 
Beets — Harvard for an early crop 
and Red Ball for a late season. Dust 
seed with red oxide of copper. Plant 


Harvard May 1, May 9; Red Ball 


June 7, June 27, July 9. Sow the seed, 


cover with loam, firm down and 
sprinkle with water if dry. Allow one 
foot between rows. Thin seedlings to 
stand one half inch apart. The second 
thinning will provide small beets for 
cooking. 

CARROTS Asgrow Nantes. Plant 
May 1, June 10, July 8, July 16. 
Follow the same procedure as for beets. 

CAULIFLOWER Purple Head. 
Plant April 1, May 8, May 24, June 4. 
Dust with an insecticide dust and re- 
peat every 10 days until heads start to 
form, at which time stop dusting. 
Space plants two feet apart and allow 
the same distance between rows. 

Ecc Piant — Early Long Purple. 
Set plants in the garden June 1. Allow 
two feet between rows and the same 
distance between plants. A hole is dug 
for each plant and compost is used as 
suggested for tomatoes. Pipes should 
be placed at both ends of each row 
and a wire strung between them, three 
feet from the ground. Place a stake 
near each plant and fasten it to the 
wire. As the plants grow, tie therm to 
the stake. 

Ontons — Shallots. This type of on- 
ion is used only for flavoring, for cas- 
seroles and egg dishes and for salads. 
Much more delicate than the com- 
monly grown onion, it is unobtainable 
in food markets. It is a good winter 
keeper. Plant small bulbs, or “sets” 
as they are called, spacing them six 
inches apart in rows one foot apart. 
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make the setting for your terrace 
or porch as appealing as you have al- 
ways hoped it would be. .Vow is the time 
to make plans for revamping the plant- 
ing or doing over the entire place. 
Plants need to be ordered right away, 
for spring is actually here and the daffo- 
dils will have faded before you realize it. 
So — get the planning fever early. It 
pays — especially when you think how 
your warm-season supply of energy sim- 
ply slips away. It is far better to have a 
simple, easy-to-maintain planting than 
a fussy one that will go to pieces during 
the first hot spell. 


* IME SUMMER, it will be too late to 








Now for 
GRACIOUS 
LIVING 
OUTDOORS 


Later ! 
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Growing Hybrid Clematis 


Dr. E. K. Thomas, Secretary, Rhode Island Horticultural Society 


HE large-flowered clematis pro- 

vide a fine display of bloom in 

the home garden, and gardeners 
these days are fortunate in having 30 
or more varieties from which to choose. 
Although many nurseries carry a few 
varieties of this lovely vine, several 
firms grow them as a specialty. It is 
important, of course, to purchase well- 
rooted stock; strong, healthy plants 
cost from $1.50-2.00 each. However, 
pot-grown plants (at slightly higher 
prices) of varieties that bloom on the 
current season’s growth will produce 
flowers during the summer, if they are 
set out this spring. 

Clematis will climb on_ shrubs, 
fences, pergolas or porches. A few 
strands of strong twine, wire or long, 
thin, bamboo canes may be needed 
to get them started. Where there are 
cedar posts or fences for support, the 
growing vines may be tied loosely 
against them to protect the stems from 
strong winds which may blow them 
about and crack the outer bark. It is 
always possible that diseases may at- 
tack the vines more easily if the outer 
bark is cracked or injured, especially 
during the first season of growth. 


Combine with Roses 

Dramatic effects can be achieved by 
growing clematis in conjunction with 
pillar or climbing roses. The vines 
climb up through the canes of the 
roses and by choosing early varieties, it 
is possible to have roses and clematis 
blooming at the same time on the 
supports. Then, too, by combining 
clematis with climbing roses, a suc- 
cession of bloom can be achieved after 
the roses have finished since many of 
the clematis bloom all summer and 
late into the autumn. 

Another attractive way to grow 
clematis is in nine or 10 inch pots. 
Three bamboo canes, six or eight feet 
long, are placed firmly in each pot 
after it is planted. The vines may have 
to be trained a bit and tied to the 
canes to keep them in good shape. 
Pinch out the tips of the vines when 
they have grown about two feet. This 
encourages side growths to develop, 
making a better display of bloom. 
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Place the pots on the terrace or sink 
them up to their rims in flower beds 
and borders where a charming feature 
is desired. 

As cut flowers, clematis blooms are 
unusually lovely and useful. They are 
adaptable to many types of flower ar- 
rangements. One of the very attractive 
ways to display them is to cut the flow- 
ers from the vines, leaving about 1 inch 
of the stem under the petals, and float 
them in a shallow dish of water — 
an arrangement which makes a dis- 
tinctive centerpiece for the dinner 
table. 

If the drainage is good, clematis 
seem to grow very well in almost any 
soil, except heavy loam or clay. The 
soil should be prepared deeply, previ- 
ous to planting. Dig a hole two feet in 
diameter and at least 18 inches deep. 
Into the bottom of the hole place a 
layer of compost, well decomposed 
manure or the peat and manure sold 
in stores. This will tend to retain mois- 
ture and nutrients deep in the rooting 
medium. Over this, sprinkle a pound 
of bonemeal, chiefly for its supply of 
phosphorous which is needed for good 
root growth and an abundant flower 
crop. Getting the bonemeal deeply 
into the soil is important, since this 
element does not penetrate far when 
applied to the surface soil. 


Adding Lime 


If the soil is acid, mix one pint of 
lime with the topsoil when it is re- 
placed in the hole. Clematis seems to 
enjoy lime in the soil, or, at least, they 
seem to grow best when the soil is 
not too much on the acid side. It is 
not advisable to mix into the rooting 
medium any manure or commercial 
fertilizer where such material may 
come into contact with the roots. 

If you want to grow clematis on 
climbing-rose pillars or arbors, dig 
holes for them on the sides of the posts 
opposite to those where the roses are 
planted and about 18 inches away 
from the posts so as not to disturb the 
roots of the roses any more than nec- 
essary. After the holes are prepared 
give the soil a good soaking with water. 
If possible, all this work should be 


done in advance, so that the plants 
may be placed in the soil just as soon 
as they are delivered. Clematis seem to 
thrive in soil where roses are doing 
well. Also, the newer, all-purpose 
sprays used every 10 days or so on 
roses to keep down insects and diseases 
are equally effective in keeping in 
check similar pests that may attack the 
clematis. 

In planting, place the crowns two 
inches below the surface soil, then 
firmly press the soil down around the 
roots, unwinding carefully any that 
may be twisted somewhat at the base 
of the ball of soil. After planting, give 
the soil a soaking with water to settle 
it around the roots. 

One detail seems to be very impor- 
tant. The rooting area should be pro- 
tected from hot sun. A planting of 
chrysanthemums, or some other plant, 
on the south side of the clematis will 
provide necessary shade. A mulch of 
peatmoss over the soil will also help 
to keep the soil cooler in the summer- 
time. 


Protect from Injury 


To protect clematis from injury by 
garden tools, place three or four 
stakes approximately one foot long 
around the plants. When rapid growth 
is developing, water-in a_ fertilizer 
solution made by dissolving a handful 
of garden fertilizer in a gallon of 
water. This may be repeated every two 
weeks. 

Clematis that are rather vigorous in 
growth may have some of the stems 
cut out, if they make too heavy a shade 
over the rose canes as they clamber 
through them. This will not be neces- 
sary with most varieties, however. The 
only pruning necessary is to cut out 
dead wood, and cut back in the early 
spring the varieties that bloom on the 
current season’s growth. For winter 
protection pile up 6 or 8 inches of peat- 
moss over the roots and around the 
base of the stems. 

Of the great variety of large- flowered 
hybrids available today, we find the 
following among the best and easiest 
to grow. 


See page 14] 
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nnuals for Color and Cutting 


Ruth Gannon, Author of Decorating with House Plants 


O ONE Who grows annuals would 
ever want to be without the 
“big three’, namely, petunias, 
zinnias and marigolds. Since all these 
are available, not only in a wide range 
of colors, but in many types as well, 
they are a great asset to any garden. 
However, to many of us, half the 
fun of gardening is in experimenting 
with flowers we have not grown be- 
fore. Each year I try some new ones, 
but, before they rate a place in my 
borders, I grow them in rows in the 
cutting garden. The way they per- 
form there determines whether they 
become “musts” on my annual list. 
Last year for the first time I grew 
nemophila, sometimes called baby- 
blue-eyes. It is a dwarf plant, growing 
only six inches high, with finely-cut 
leaves and charming pale blue flowers 
about an inch in diameter. There is 
also a dark blue variety. As nemophila 
is a hardy annual, it can be sown out- 
doors early. It makes a very attractive 
edging plant and can also be used as 
ground cover where bulbs have flow- 
ered. It will bloom in the sun or in a 
semi-shaded spot. 


Dwarf Cupflower 


Another old favorite of mine for 
edging is nierembergia, dwarf cup- 
flower. This forms a compact, six-inch 
mound covered with deep lavender 
flowers. Purple Robe is the best vari- 
ety, but .V. coerulea is a paler blue and a 
little more dwarf. Nierembergia should 
have an early start in a greenhouse or 
coldframe, as it is slow in germinating. 

Another star performer on my list 
is cynoglossum Sutton’s Blue. This I 
bought in England, but it is listed in 
American catalogs as Chinese forget- 
me-not. It comes in blue, white or 
pink. Very neat in habit, it produces 
masses of spikes, with tiny forget-me- 
not-like flowers on plants a foot and a 
half high, that are wonderful for cut- 
ting, too. The only difficulty will occur 


< 

Alyssum Royal Carpet, French marigolds, 
petunias and Salvia farinacea are familiar 
annuals for summer color effects in the 
Webster garden at Quisset on Cape Cod. 
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in the process of cutting, for never have 
I grown any flower which attracted 
bees in such numbers. 

Larkspur, or annual delphinium, is 
one flower which can be sown out- 
doors late in the fall or early in the 
spring. The best kind is the imperial 
base-branching or king type which is 
far superior to older varieties. It pro- 
duces long spikes of large, double 
flowers in blue, lavender, white, pink 
and rose. The plants grow three feet 
tall and usually require some staking. 
Excellent for cut flowers and, as an 
added asset, it dries beautifully for 
winter bouquets. Larkspur will bloom 
over a long period, if you keep cutting 
the stalks to prevent their going to 
seed. They do not do too well in very 
hot weather, so I let mine go to seed 
eventually and each spring I have 
quantities of self-sown seedlings to give 
away. Because of their long tap root, 
it is best to transplant when small. 

Once you have tried nigella, love- 
in-mist, I predict that it will be one 
of your favorites. Miss Jekyll is a corn- 
flower blue, while Ultra-marine is a 
deeper blue. Quantities of pale blue 
flowers are produced among the fine 
feathery foliage on plants one foot tall. 
To me, the seedpods which follow the 
flowers are equally as intriguing. These 
pods, about the size of a large olive, 
are pale green, striped red. They dry 
beautifully and always attract atten- 
tion in a winter bouquet. Nigella is 
hardy and can be sown early. 


Annual Canterbury Bell 

A flower which always amazes peo- 
ple in a fall bouquet is the annual 
canterbury bell. Everyone is familiar 
with the biennial vaiziety which blooms 
in June, but few seem to realize that 
there is an annual. This produces the 
same kind of flowers, in the same 
colors, as the biennial, but neither the 
plants nor the flowers are as large. It 
must, however, have an early start in a 
greenhouse or coldframe, as it takes a 
little over five months to bloom. Thus, 
seeds sown April first should produce 
flowers from September on. Desirable 
for cutting and long-lasting in bou- 
quets, annual canterbury bells are 


reasonably hardy and will generally 
survive all but a very heavy frost. 

Few annuals contribute more to the 
August border than Salvia farinace1 
Blue Bedder. Numerous spikes of small 
flowers are continuously produced 
until late in the fall. As this plant is a 
perennial in milder climates and even 
occasionally survives the winter here in 
New England, it can be counted on to 
produce blooms late into November. 
In fact, after a few frosts, the tone of 
the blue is greatly intensified, and it 
is then that I cut long spikes to dry for 
winter. I use quantities of Salvia farin- 
acea in the foreground of my perennial 
border in places formerly occupied 
by the biennial canterbury bells and 
sweet william. Blooming at the same 
time as most of the perennial phlox, it 
provides an excellent contrast in both 
color and form. Seeds of salvia, al- 
though hardy, will, of course, give a 
much longer period of bloom if started 
indoors in March or early April. 

For Winter Bouquets 

Few annuals are more satisfactory 
when it comes to production of flowers 
than Statice sinuata. I saw it grown ex- 
tensively in Spain in the lovely gardens 
of the Alhambra palace. It was used 
there as a bedding plant much as we 
use petunias in this country. From a 
flat rosette of leaves numerous spikes 
emerge bearing clusters of small flow- 
ers in rose, pink, yellow, white, lav- 
ender or blue. In fact, it blooms so 
prolifically that it is a job to keep the 
dead blooms cut off. Charming for 
fresh arrangements all summer, and it 
also dries superbly for winter bouquets. 
One word of caution. When you re- 
ceive the seeds, they will be clusters of 
flower heads. Pull these apart with 
your fingers into small pieces, other- 
wise you will get practically no ger- 
mination. I sow all seeds in damp 
vermiculite, cover with a glass and 
newspaper, both of which are removed 
as soon as seeds have germinated. I 
think you will find this method more 
satisfactory for all seeds, but particu- 
larly with statice. 

Do you have a shady spot that you 


See page 123 
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ROSES 


Here and There 
and Everywhere 
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Miniature roses with one hybrid tea bloom. 


Rose Types to Plant 


inside and outside of our homes, but 
the question necessarily arises, “Which 
roses for where?’’. Any discriminating 
gardener needs to know answers to this in 
order to satisfy his personal preferences 
and desire to make his surroundings as 
attractive as possible. For him, fortunately, 
and others of similarly inquiring nature, 
all roses have been divided into several 
groups, according to their style of growth. 
So we have bush roses, shrub roses, old- 
fashioned kinds, miniatures, standards, 
climbers and trailers. 


~ are right for many places, both 


Pride of the Garden 


It is the bush rose class that includes 
the bulk of today’s favorites. In it are the 
hybrid teas, the largest representation, 
which to the majority of people typify ail 
roses. With pointed buds and high-cen- 
tered blossoms on long stems, their most 
effective use has proven to be in beds by 
themselves. The same is true of the hybrid 
perpetuals, those sturdy, full-flowered and 
fragrant June bloomers, popular 50 years 
ago in most gardens. 


All-season Color 


Fast coming to the forefront nowadays, 
however. are the floribundas or hybrid 
polyanthas—both bush roses. These two 
names for them are synonyms, signifying 
bloom which carries through 
They are many- 


abundant 
the summer 
stemmed plants, usually two to four feet 
tall, bearing aloft clusters of 20 to 40 
flowers, fairly large in either singles or 
doubles. Their bushy, floriferous habit 
makes them likely subjects for flower and 
shrub borders, driveway and path align- 
ments and massing in beds. The original 
polyanthas differ only in being shorter 
bushes with crowded, cluster-type flowers, 
barely two inches in diameter. These 
are ideal for edgings and clump groupings 
t near garden orna- 


season. 


or single placeme 
ments, such as bird baths and sundials. 


Fitting the Site 
Climbers and trailers, the next group in 
size, make charming contributions to gar- 
den effect. The less vigorous, slower-grow- 
ing ones serve as decoration for posts or 
pillars, while others climb (if fastened to 
support) or clamber, trail and ramble over 
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MAKE YOUR OWN COLDFRAMES 
Covering Them with Those 






WONDERING ABOUT WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE OLD STORM SASH? 


Especially since you equipped your house with the latest type of reversible win- 
dows? Don’t discard them! Use them to cover those coldframes you’ve been need- 
ing so long. Build the frames now — one or several — to suit your needs and the 
size of your sash (214’ x 6’ in sketch). Let the sash overlap both the back and front 
a bit for ease in lifting them. Face the frames to the south with a down-slope from 
back to front of 4” to 6”. Make corner posts from some 2 x 4s, pointed on the ends 
to plunge over half-way into the ground. Nail the sides of the frames to the posts, 
set with their 4” faces to the front. One-inch lumber serves for the sides which 
should extend about 4” underground. Bevel edges at the back and front of the 
frames to let the sash lie evenly upon them. For best results, set your frames in a 
sunny, sheltered, well-drained spot, far from the reaching roots of any trees or 
shrubs in the area. Remove 8” of the soil within the frames. Fill the cavity with 4” 
of porous drainage material and 4” of garden loam on top. Over this, spread a 
sieved mixture of soil, sand and peat or leaf mold, including a small amount of 
plant food and a little lime, if necessary. Tamp the entire mixture very firmly and 
allow it to settle compactly before putting in any seeds or plants. 
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natural banks and ledges. Many will grow 
as shrubs with long, down-swooping 


branches. 


Besides these two large groups, there 
are old-fashioned roses, quaint and inter- 
esting for their historical associations like 
the striped rose of York and Lancaster. 
Tiny types, less than one foot high with 
diminutive leaves and flowers exist for 
close-up scrutiny and miniature schemes. 
Standard roses, trained into tree forms 
supply excellent garden accent. Wrinkle- 
leaved rugosas make prickly rose hedges. 
The multiflora rose, the “living fence’’ we 
hear so much about, is good for country 
hedgerows where wildlife finds shelter. 





as — etl all 


(Please note that this rose is definitely out 
of scale and character for city backyards!) 
And last, but by no means least, there are 
roses from many which grow in 
shrub forms, as do forsythias and honey- 
suckles. Rosa hugonis from China with 
lovely, single, yellow blossoms all along 
graceful stems is one of these. Most of the 
group are valuable plants in the land- 
cape for their form, refreshing flowers, 
usually single, and plump, attractive 
“hips” (fruits) in the fall. 


lands 


So choose your roses carefully to fully 
enjoy their charm in suitable spots remem- 
bering always that only the shrub roses are 
at all attractive in wintertime. 
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HERE is, I believe, a widespread 
notion that gardening in England 
many fa- 


has declined because 
mous gardens have passed out of pri- 
vate ownership. Certainly, the age of 
laying out great gardens is over and 
with it, naturally enough, the ability 
and sometimes the wish to maintain 
great places of the past. This, however, 
is a common trend the world over and 
not peculiar to England alone. 
Gardens reflect the fashion of the 
day, as house design and furnishing 
reflect the way of living. So now the 
English garden reflects the changing 
scene. We ourselves naturally regret 
what is termed the passing of the Eng- 
house and all that those 
words Yet, thinking 
tically, we know that the large man- 
the 


lish country 
imply. realis- 


sion has outlived purpose for 
which it was built. 

Do not be over-regretful, therefore, 
if some famous gardens disappear and 
you see others less well tended or cur- 
tailed since their heyday. It has al- 
ways been so. We have Francis Bacon’s 
essay Of Gardens and John Gerarde’s 
Herbal, but we have never seen their 
gardens. Yet others, such as Hatfield 
and Penshurst have survived from that 
same first Elizabethan Age 

So today out of a multitude of 
great gardens many will remain. Some, 


remarkable either for their beauty or 


their historic interest, irrespective of 


whether they are large or small, will be 


maintained by the National Trust in 
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co-operation with the Royal Horticul- 
tural Society. Others, though perhaps 
to a less degree, will continue in pri- 
vate ownership. 

We change our ways in England 
slowly, yet by the nature of all things 
they must change. What you see today 
is a certain crystallization of this slow 
change and the start of a new phase. 
But we ourselves do not alter, and 
our economic conditions 
we shall still remain a 


whatever 
may dictate, 
nation of gardeners. 

Two trends are at present discern- 
ible in this new phase: one the concen- 
tration of shrub material, the other a 
leaning towards a simple formality. 
Somewhere between the two we shall 
compromise again and a new English 
type garden will emerge. And, as in 
the past we adopted various continen- 
tal styles, readapting them to suit our 
taste and climate, so now we shall 
readapt the best of our own garden 
fashions during the last 50 years or so. 

We change our ways slowly so that 
innovations grow imperceptibly until 
they become accepted traditions. 
Opening gardens to the public; finding 
ways and means to preserve beautiful 
places which would otherwise be 
divided or destroyed as a result of sale 

none of these are what you would 
call “new.” Queen Victoria was the 
first citizen to open her garden to the 
public when in 1838 she opened 
Hampton Court and incurred harsh 
criticism, being accused even of dese- 


Topiary at 
England, shows skillful maintenance even today. 


English 


Gardens 


Old and New 


Joan Parry 


San Francisco, California 


Hidcote Manor, Gloucestershire, 


crating the Sabbath, when she ordered 
it to be open on every day of the week. 

The National Trust will soon cele- 
brate its first 50 years of trusteeship, 
being formed by a small group of peo- 
ple in 1894 who, incidentally, took as 
their model the Statute of Incorpora- 
tion of the Trustees of Public Reserva- 
tions in Massachusetts. Today it main- 
tains such widely various homes and 
gardens as Montacute House in Som- 
erset, with its fine Jacobean garden 
and beautiful Elizabethan garden 
pavilions: Stourhead in Wiltshire, 
whose temples, trees and flowering 
shrubs are composed into a succession 
of pictures which make it a perfection 
of 18th century landscape garden art; 
and Hidcote Manor in Gloucester- 
shire. This last was the first garden to 
be presented to the Trust, by the late 
Major Lawrence Johnston, botanist 
and plant-hunter, who started his 
garden-making there a little less than 
50 years ago. Hidcote is, therefore, 
proof that the Trust is not only inter- 
ested in places which are simply old. It 
is also proof enough that a garden need 
not be so very long established to ap- 
pear old, nor does it need to be truly 
old to be beautiful. 

There are other famous homes and 
gardens maintained and lived in by 
the descendants of their original own- 
ers, parts of the house and gardens be- 
ing open to the public on certain days. 
Penshurst in Kent is one of these, and 

See page 146 
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LANTS, as well as prophets, can go 

without honor in their own coun- 

try. Many Australian plants, for 
example, that are not grown much in 
gardens in their native land are very 
popular and grow even more vigor- 
ously across the Tasman Sea in New 
Zealand. Among those that have made 
a home away from home, few are more 
interesting than the banksias or Aus- 
tralian honeysuckles. I understand 
that a few species are grown in the 
milder parts of the United States. 

Unfortunately these evergreen trees 
and shrubs are somewhat tender, like 
most plants from the island continent, 
but in most parts of New Zealand they 
are very easy to grow provided they 
are given good drainage, which is an 
essential with all members of the 
protea family, to which the banksias 
belong. 

Named after Sir Joseph Banks, who 
played an important part in the botan- 
ical history of the Pacific, the genus 
contains about 50 species, all native to 
Australia. The leaves vary greatly in 
shape, from narrow linear as in Banksia 
ericifolia to those of B. grandis, which 
are divided to the midrib into triangu- 
lar lobes about two inches long and 
one inch wide. The leaves themselves 
are about a foot in length. In many 
cases, they are tomentose on the un- 
derside, some silver, others brown. 
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DOUGLAS ELLIOTT 


The flowers, which attract nectar- 
eating birds, are mostly in spikes like 
bottlebrushes. Like those of other 
members of the family, they have no 
normal petals and depend for their 
beauty mainly on the styles. In the bud 
stage, the tips of these wiry styles are 
folded into the flower, and in some 
species they are so regularly arranged 


that they look artificial, almost as if 


they were part of a radio set. They give 
the spikes their distinctive colorings, 
since the rest of the flower is usually 
yellow. In some species they change to 
a darker color after straightening out, 
with colors ranging from pale yellow 
through red to black. 

The way the flowers are borne on 
the stems varies in different species. In 
several of the bushy types they are al- 
most hidden among the branches and 
leaves, while in others they are at the 
tips of the stems and show up rather 
prominently. 

These plants must have good drain- 
age. Indeed they do not seem to mind 
how dry the soil is and thrive in this 
country on open banks sloping to- 
wards the sun. Like proteas, they need 
staking if they are exposed to strong 
winds, not because the tops of the 
plants are fragile, but because the root 
system is poor. 

From the garden point of view, one 
of the chief virtues of these plants is the 


Banksias 
from 
Australia 


Douglas Elliott 


New Plymouth, New Zealand 


Clear yellow ‘‘bottle brush’’ flower spikes among 
green and silver leaves characterize B. spinulosa 


long period during which the flowers 
are attractive. The buds develop 
slowly and are pretty for several weeks 
before they actually open. The flowers 
themselves last well on the plant and 
also indoors where they may be classed 
as everlasting. In fact, they are excel- 
lent for “dry” flower arrangements. 

The shrubby banksias are usually 
thick bushes, branched close to the 
ground and reach a height of five to 
eight feet. The tree forms also have 
low branches, but in sheltered places 
may well be trimmed to make clear 
trunks. As the trees age, the trunks and 
bigger branches develop grotesque 
folds and wrinkles that make them 
look oddly like elephants’ legs. A few 
of the tree types retain their old 
flower-heads for many months and 
this makes them look untidy unless the 
flowers have been fertilized, which in 
some cases causes the whole head to 
form into a heavy solid mass. 

Two of the most popular shrubby 
species are B. ericifolia and ericoides, 
which at first glance are not easy to 
distinguish, but B. ericifolia has shorter 
leaves of darker green and the styles of 
the eight-inch-long spikes are yellow 
changing to amber. The other has a 
slightly less dense habit of growth and 
the styles are red. They both grow 
about eight feet high and flower in the 
winter. See page 131 
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ARCH is a “must” month. Flower 
shows are here and chores are 
piling up. With a seasonal spurt 

from the first and many a jog from the 
others, the gardener emerges from his 
winter chrysalis, ready for action once 
more. Meanwhile, buds everywhere swell 
steadily and the cornelian cherries come 


into bloom. 


Much Maintenance 

Check for the earliest fruit sprays needed 
and apply a dormant one on ornamentals 
before their leaves start to grow. Miscible 
oils are good, but lime sulphur can be 
used Don’t rush to remove winter 
mulches, but take them off a little at a 
time on still, gray days by preference. 
Finish pruning grapes, then manure and 
spade the vegetable garden before cleaning 
the grounds generally. 


too. 


A Look at Lawns 

Lawns like attention early. Add lime, 
if lacking, and complete fertilizer which 
is effective even on frozen sections. When 
snows go, dig out all visible weeds with 
something sharp. Next, clean and reseed 
the bare spots. No need to cover the 
seed. It will sink in with freezes and thaws 
and germinate as days get warmer. 


Calling All Coldframes 

It’s “full house’ in 
Plenty of perennials, numbers of annuals 
like verbenas, ageratum, wilt-resistant as- 
ters and strawflowers, also lettuce, rad- 
early cabbage 
seedling 


coldframes now. 


ishes, peppers, broccoli, 


and celery all contend for 
space after sowing. You will need room, 
that 


from 


too, for a couple of new tomatoes 


acid-free, golden-orange Sunray 








NOW 


IS THE 


TIME 





early variety Alpine which doesn’t dis- 
color on contact with soil. Everbearing 
alpine strawberries, sown now, will bear 
fruit this summer. Need some more frames? 
See page 111 for data on building them. 


Testing Seeds 

If in doubt about the vitality of any 
seeds, give a small portion of them a germi- 
nation test. Place them between two sheets 
of blotting paper kept moist at 65°F. be- 
tween two plates or tins. The good seeds 
will sprout in a very short time. 


Tips on Sowing Seed 

Flats, home-made boxes, pots, or even 
mason jar covers (for tiny quantities of 
separate varieties) are handy containers 
for seeding. In them put a shallow layer of 
coarse drainage material at the bottom. 
Cover this with a mixture in equal parts of 
soil, sand and peatmoss, pressed firm and 
watered a short while before planting seeds 
of average-to-large sizes. Very fine seeds, 
like petunias, germinate well in a three- 
quarter inch layer of some sterile medium 
such as vermiculite or sphagnum moss over 
the soil. For good sprouting, hard-shelled 
seeds should be soaked before setting. 


Sowing Seeds Indoors 

Sow seeds about a half-inch apart in fur- 
rows approximately two-and-a-half inches 
apart for proper air and light. Cover 
them no more than a quarter-inch with 
sifted fine soil, screened sphagnum moss, 
or sand firmed lightly over them. Simply 
scatter fine seeds over the surface and 
press them gently into the soil with a 
brick or small wooden block. Syringe 
carefully after planting or set the container 
half-way deep in water, removing it when 
the soil surface becomes damp. Thereafter, 
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From Germination to Transplanting 

Cover the seed-box with glass, paper 
or burlap, leaving an air space to prevent 
attacks of damping-off disease. Put it in 
a warm, dark place until the seeds sprout. 
Then uncover and bring it into more 
light at a temperature of 65-70° F. 
When the second set of leaves appear, 
transplant, preferably into plant bands 
without bottoms. In such, roots can re- 
main undisturbed when the seedlings are 
set into the garden next spring. At this 
point sprinkle a fertilizing solution (1 tsp. 
liquid plant food per pt. of water) over 
all to encourage sturdy growth. 


More Plants in Pots 

Potted bulbs in cold storage (tulips, 
narcissi and the like) will force fast now. 
Add primroses, coral kalanchoes and baby 
azaleas for more color in your collection 
which can be “set off” admirably by the 
green drapery of philodendron and grape 
ivy. Take a moment, if you are interested, 
to pinch back shoots of the philodendron 
to a good joint and root the end pieces in 
water or moist sand. 


Episcias are Elected 

House plant fanciers and greenhouse 
growers will be pleased with the§per- 
formance of episcias. Grown like gloxinias 
in a sandy, fibrous, manured soil at about 
60° F., they hold their varied foliage 
colors nicely in the less-sunny corners. 
Try E. cupreata Silver Queen in a hanging 
basket for effective drooping of silver- 
haired leaves, margined brown. 


Regarding Roses 

Place orders for dormant roses right 
away to be sure of sturdy stock for re- 
placements and new locations. Should 
planting be impossible upon their arrival, 
unwrap the bundle at once and heel the 
bushes into trenches temporarily. 


Set the graft 1 “to 2" below 
sround- level @). Vr. 
tare i 
a” i) €- 25 
after p. yn 
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PHOTOS : GENEREUX 


Back: Billbergia leptopodi, Aechmea Weilbachi, Cryptanthus bromeliodes. Front: Cryptanthus Beuckeri. C. zonatus hybrid, C. zonatus. 


The Sculptured Bromeliads 


Ernest Chabot, Irvington, New York 


HE bromeliads offer an amazing 

assortment of plants to grow in 

the home and 
most of them are attractive in form 
the year “round. Also their blooms, 
available in many odd combinations 
of form and color, are particularly 
intriguing and last, according to spe- 
cies, from three weeks to six months. 
In fact, few flowers can match them 
for brilliance of color. So popular 
have these plants become that a Brom- 
eliad Society has been organized for 
exchanging ideas and plants. 

The stiff foliage makes it easy to 
tell that these are plants of the pine- 
apple family. The more familiar kinds 
billbergia, cryp- 


or greenhouse, 


include: aechmea, 
tanthus, tillandsia, vriesia, neoregelia 
and many others. 


March 1954 


A warm temperature is wanted for 
most bromeliads (60 to 65°F.), which 
explains why they last so well as house 
plants. Although they are at their best 
in a greenhouse where the light, hu- 
midity and heat are under control, 
plants flower well and can be self- 
perpetuated with ordinary indoor care. 
Insects are no problem to the foliage 
which has a tough surface. 

A potting soil that drains freely is 
needed, because these plants are mostly 
epiphytic. Many collectors grow them 
in osmunda fibre (the same as used for 
orchids), but a mixture of equal parts 
leafmold, peat and sharp sand is more 
generally used. Clay pots, pans or wire 
baskets, with plenty of drainage crock 
in the bottom, make suitable contain- 
ers. While only a moderate amount of 


water is needed at the roots in the 
winter, the funnel cups that distin- 
guish most varieties should be kept 
filled with water all the time. In cold 
weather they can go for a long time 
without any other watering. It is dur- 
ing the summer when the plants make 
growth that the soil should be kept 
well moistened. During this season, 
they can be placed outdoors in partial 
shade, if it is more convenient. 

The various species have different 
blooming periods, and most of them 
flower during fall, winter and spring. 
Billbergias, the most popular of this 
group, have flowers in fascinating 
pastel shades that are shown off bril- 
liantly by large bracts of vivid hues. 
The leaves are stiff and usually in 

See page 124 
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Home Greenhouse in March 


Cornelius Ackerson, Keyport, New Jersey 


lr THIs season the greenhouse should 
be alive with the color of spring. 
Easter bulbs that were potted 
up in October and brought in four to 
six weeks prior to the desired blooming 
date form the main part of the spec- 
tacle, with ornithogalum, wedgewood 
iris, ixias and freesias providing cut 
flowers for bouquets and arrange- 
ments. All of the above bulbs lend 
themselves to moderate forcing, and 
they can be brought in from the cold- 
frame any time during the winter or 
early spring to fill an empty space or 
provide flowers for a special occasion. 
Carnations should be ideal now, 
and what may be lacking in quantity 
of bloom at any one time is made up 
in the winter-length succession of 
long-lasting flowers. Snapdragon and 
stock are the most dependable annuals 
for this season. If you had only one 
crop this winter, try a little experi- 
menting next year. August sown snap- 
dragon will bloom in December and 
seed sown October 1 will bloom in late 
March, if the plants are grown single 
stem. If you transplant the October 
seedlings to plant bands, and have a 
place to carry them until the early 
crop is cut, you can get two crops from 
one bench. I like to set the second crop 
at a more liberal spacing, such as six 
inches by six inches, and cut the flow- 
ering stalk short. This forces breaks 
below the cut, and many more shorter 
stemmed flowers will be formed up un- 
til the very hot weather starts. 
Dependable seed is, of course, the 
first requisite for good plants. In addi- 
tion, however, we must provide the 
most favorable factors for good seed 
germination and eliminate all the 
harmful factors. Have you ever no- 
ticed how a colony of daylilies will 
occupy a roadside ditch, while above 
them a sea of daisies will have squat- 
ter’s rights on a stony pasture? Each 
plant has found conditions exactly to 


its liking. Any attempt on the part of 


either to invade the other’s territory, 
by means of windblown seed, is doomed 
to failure. We humans, on the other 
hand, often plant many varieties of 
seed in one flat and expect them all to 
come up. It is surprising how well 
nature rewards our faith. 
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Dr. R. Milton Carleton, the noted 
horticulturist, has conducted consid- 
erable research on seed germination 
and the results obtained for some of the 
common annuals are charted on this 
page. 

I start all seeds in a fluorescent cab- 
inet which described in the 
‘Home Greenhouse” article in the 
February 1953 issue of HorTICULTURE. 
With this method, I maintain a steady 
70°, with some bottom heat, and have 
found that certain species, such as 
larkspur, germinate quicker than nor- 
mal and others, such as nemesia and 
schizanthus, germinate fairly well at 
this temperature, but then grow leggy. 
Each grower must evolve his own best 
seed-germinating method. 

One method of combating destruc- 
tive bacteria and fungi requires the use 
of a liquid or powder compound that 
protects against damping-off and other 
ills that beset young seedlings. I prefer, 
however, to use sterilized soil. Steriliz- 
ing the soil kills all bacteria, as well 
as weed seeds, leaving a material that 
is equivalent to inert seed-sowing me- 
diums. It also has the advantage of 
containing humus and available plant 
food in quantities that are harmless to 


was 


young seedlings. Most commercial 
growers use steam for sterilizing. Seed 
sowing in the home greenhouse, on 
the other hand, requires such small 
quantities of soil. I prefer to place a 
bucketful of rich, sieved mixture in a 
low-heat oven for several hours. One 
author objected to this procedure on 
the basis that it would burn the humus, 
but the temperature at no time reaches 
the ignition point of the humus. The 
sterilization actually is caused by va- 
porizing the moisture in the soil, and 
the final product is the same as steam- 
sterilized soil. If you are interested, 
there is a chemical available to sterilize 
small quantities of soil. 

I had the experience this past sum- 
mer of losing my first crop of sweet 
peas that had germinated almost 100 
per cent in plant bands filled with 
sterilized soil. After I set them in a 
ground bed, the heat was too much for 
them, and, while rushing to leave on 
my vacation, I replanted some of the 
same seed in unsterilized soil. When I 
returned, I found germination of 
about 10 per cent. The third attempt 
in sterilized soil was again a 100 per 
cent success. 

See page 120 








Species Temp. 
Ageratum 68-86 
Alyssum . 68 
Antirrhinum 54 
Candytuft 68-86 
Clarkia . 54 
Didiscus 68 
Godetia 68 
Larkspur 54 
Lupine 68 
Marigold 68-86 
Nemesia 54 
Petunia 68 
Primula 68 
Schizanthus 54 
Stock 54-91 
Sweet pea 68 
Zinnia 68-86 


Germinating Chart for Popular Annuals 


Days to Germinate 


Remarks 


5-12 
5-14 Pre-chill fresh seed 
8-14 Pre-chill fresh seed 
5-15 Use electric light on 
fresh seed 
7-14 
7-14 
5-10 Better but slower germi- 
nation at 54° 
15-24 
5-20 If no results try 54° 
5-14 Steady 86° better on 
some varieties 
8-20 
5-20 Varieties vary —if no 
results try steady 86° 
10-30 Some varieties may take 
three years to germinate 
7-21 If no results try 68-86° 
5-14 Pre-chill seed 
5-10 
5-10 








HORTICULTURE 





MLATCH 1Y)D4 


THOUSANDS OF ROSES 1% 


IMPROVED 5 TRAIN OF 


AN ENTIRELY NEW % 
BLAZE 


A J&P EXCLUSIVE! 


i, \ Not Available From 
2 i Anyone Else! 


ES, that’s right! A new improved 

strain of America’s most popular 
Climber—a strain that produces more 
blooms than ever before—and is ahbso- 
lutely guaranteed to bloom in June, 
July, September! Think of it! Now 
you are guaranteed to have hundreds 
upon hundreds of beautiful red roses practically 
all season long—glorious scarlet-red curtains to 
drape on fences, porch, walls, posts, trellis, etc. 


WHERE THIS NEW “BLAZE” CAME FROM 


Years ago, we discovered one particular plant 
that outbloomed and outperformed all others in 
our nursery. During July, August and Septem- 
ber, this amazing plant continued to bloom con- 
stantly . so we used it as a parent plant 
from which to multiply this new strain of Blaze. 
You'll really love this new Everblooming Blaze 

. for it produces more blooms more often . . . 
giving you literally thousands of roses every sea- 
son, after it becomes established. Yes, thousands 
of exquisite 2-3” cup-shaped scarlet-red flowers 
on just one plant—and one plant costs only $1.50. 
No other plant in all Rosedom gives you so much 
beauty, so much color, for so long a time—for 
so little cost! 
But remember this!—this new Blaze was discov- 
ered and propagated by Jackson & Perkins Plant 
Research Department—AND IS A J&P EXCLU- 
SIVE! You cannot get this New Blaze from any- 
one else—so be sure to mail the coupon to us 
NOW. 

$1.50 ea; 3 for $3.90; 12 for $15.60 
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' im 2 MORE OUTSTANDING J&P CLIMBERS 

I JACKSON & PERKINS CO. ] 

I 666 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK | 

i ; 1 CLIMBING CLIMBING 

Please send me, at the proper planting time for my 

i locality, the number and varieties of Climbers indi- a CRIMSON GLORY GOLDILOCKS 

EB cated below. Include, FREE with my order, your § = (P/. Pat. No. 736) For years the Hy- | (Pl. Pat. No. 1090) Here is one of 

helpful “‘Home Garden Guide.” I enclose $ § brid Tea, Crimson Glory, has been | J&P’s most beautiful creations — an 

r) P America’s No. 1 Rose—loved for its everblooming yellow Climber that 
NEW BLAZE ($1.50 ea; 3 for $3.90; 12 for brilliant color, exquisite form and | will bloom the first year it is planted! 

i $15.60) i captivating fragrance! And you'll find | The 10-ft. plant is covered with 34” 

i CL. GOLDILOCKS ($2.50 ca; 3 for $6.60; MH all these qualities—increased tenfold | Hybrid-Tea-like blooms of a rich 

| "12 for $26.40) g in this superb Climber! Imagine | golden-yellow color. And just like the 

; having scores upon scores of these | Floribunda, Goldilocks, this dazzling 

i ct. a ($2.50 0; 3 for $6.60; ff gorgeous, high-centered, rich red | Climber blooms in large clusters all 

1 EI = =blooms—each on its own strong, stur- | season! Extremely hardy and vigorous, 

{ f dy stem—from June to September! | it will grow 6 to 10 ft. in one year! 

1  .  cudihnneGlipiewartadiabinise hike eee i Exceptionally fragrant. Order now—on the coupon. 

i , $2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 $2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 

BID oo 0600:8.6:00:0:8:0:966. 065-6000 060-00600088800R 

$ World's Largest 

fi City Zone State J k P k : C Rose Growers 

: ackson & Perkins Co. .. or ven ork 
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“Make Top-Soil F% 
Out of Sub-Soil” FF. 

















Here’s Exciting 
News! 


In a single day, 
you can convert 
the raw soil around 
your place into fer- 
tile productive 
top-soil. Do it the 
organic way with 






erHumu 
CULTIVATED PEAT 


“The Ongaunte Sod Vitalizer 


Recommended for 


LAWNS - FLOWERS - VEGETABLES 


®& Makes velvet lawns which resist drying out 
- — soil for Evergreens, including Broad-leaf 
inds 

B® Assures success in transplanting and planting 
Perennials, Spring-flowering Bulbs, Shrubs and 
Shade Trees 

B® Enriches Pot and Window-Box soil for finer plants 
Write for our special Top-Soil Bulletin 


“IT'S GREAT!” Says Rose Lover 


“For conditioning the soil and bringing 
up new shoots, you can't beat HYPER- 
HUMUS,” writes A. F. Barstow, Malden, 
Mass., who raises lovely Hybrid Tea 
Roses. ‘‘The best for improving root sys- 
tems and holding moisture in the soil. It's 
great! ... Write to Ray Koon, Waltham 
Field Station and see what he says.” 













SAPD Alte 0 GOAL” wPOX a, 
100 L6S.NET 








LAWwns 
FLOWERS, VEGETABLES, 
TREES, SHRUBS 


Helpful “Better Roots” folder 
mailed on request 


Ask your garden supply dealer for 
HYPER-HUMUS 


HYPER-HUMUS COMPANY 
ne newton new 10856 — 











CO. - Box 24, Newton, N. J. 


HYPER-HUMUS 
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HE control of weeds with chemicals is 
| still in its infancy, so new findings are 


always welcomed. Experiments con- 
ducted in many parts of the country show 
that a new herbicide, phenyldimethylurea, 
has promise in controlling deep-rooted per- 


| ennial weeds. In tests made on field bind- 


weed in Kansas, for example, good control 


| was obtained from phenyldimethylurea 
| applications made at different rates. In 


Kansas and California the chemical was 
tried on quack grass with good results, 
while it was used on Bermuda grass and 
Johnson grass in several states. More ex- 
periments are still being conducted on 
these and other weeds. 

Still in the field of spraying, the USDA 
and the Connecticut Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station have a new bantam, multi- 
purpose mist blower suitable for many 
uses, including the spraying of nursery 
stock, row crops, orchards, small shade 
trees, pastures, livestock buildings and 
mosquito-breeding areas. The advantage 
of mist blowers is that they deliver very 
small droplets of spray material by means 
of a powerful air blast, so that coverage 
is more thorough. Tests show that this 200- 
pound blower can control pests on 40-foot 
trees or row crops at the rate of three to 
four acres an hour. It was used successfully 
on potato aphids on tomatoes, two species 
of scale, Mexican bean beetles on beans, 
spruce mites, strawberry root weevils, 
Japanese beetles, gypsy moths on nursery 
stock, green birch aphids and leaf mining 
sawflies on birch and on cther farm and 
garden pests. 

New flower and vegetable varieties that 
show resistance to wide-spread diseases 
are constantly being sought. A new small 
cabbage that resists the destructive “‘yel- 
lows” disease is Badger Market, a develop- 
ment of the USDA and the Wisconsin 
Agricultural Experiment Station. Badger 
Market has a round, compact, solid head 
that does not break under favorable condi- 
tions. It has produced well in plantings in 
Wisconsin and southern Florida. It appears 
in the market just after the earliest 
varieties. 

Plants are now being used as safety aids 
along our highways. The Motor Vehicle 
Research, Inc., South Lee, New Hamp- 
shire, has been conducting tests whereby 
multiflora rose, planted along highways, 
can cut down traffic deaths. Since multi- 
flora will grow into dense hedges, six to ten 
feet tall, it can absorb the shock of collision 
of automobiles that run off the road. Cars 
running at 30 miles an hour, for example, 
were stopped in 11 feet of tangle without 
harming the driver or passengers. It is be- 
lieved that the hedge could terminate a 50 
mile-an-hour speed. 
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OHN BARTRAM’S Charming house 
J and garden in Philadelphia is 
always a pleasant place to visit. It is 
a delight to see the old house which 
the 18th century plant hunter built 
by himself in what was then a remote 
place. The rambling garden is full of 
plant treasures, especially the ancient 
trees that tell stories of their battles 
with the elements. There is an old 
mulberry which once fell flat on the 
ground, but its branches curved up- 
ward in a most curious fashion, mak- 
ing the venerable specimen a thing of 
fascination. Then there is the huge 
yellow-wood or cladrastris, supposedly 
planted by Bartram himself. Some 
time ago, it was struck by lightning 
and split in two. To take its place, a 
young sapling was planted nearby, 
but the old fellow refused to accept its 
expected fate and sprouted roots from 
the lower branches that grew into the 
ground. Today it is_ thriving a 
relic of America’s first great botanist, 
as well as a symbol of an aged tree’s de- 
termination to conquer defeat. 


N rrs 50 years of providing gardeners 
] with the latest information about 
their hobby, HorticutTurE has re- 
flected many changes in the preference 
of its readers. At the time the first 
issue appeared, a home greenhouse 
was referred to as a “conservatory” 


and was owned only by people of 


means. Usually, such a unit came 
equipped with an imported English 
gardener, so that the owner missed the 
real thrill that comes from working 
with growing plants. It was only natu- 
ral that greenhouse gardening secrets 
were closely guarded, and as a result 
it was many years before the real dirt 
gardener could hope to enjoy a green- 
house. Today advertisements of green- 
houses in this issue of HORTICULTURE 
attest to the growing popularity of this 
hobby, which is so stimulating because 
it presents a constant challenge to 
those who aspire to the order of the 
green thumb. I have seen many types 
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Rambling Observations 


of a 


Roving Gardener 


of home greenhouses that are on the 
market and find that they are as care- 
fully constructed as the commercial 
houses. They have provided many pro- 
fessional features such as drip bars to 
prevent the bad effects on plant 
growth of condensation dropping from 
the glass. Then, too, they are shipped 
in pre-fabricated sections that can be 
assembled by anyone handy with a 
screwdriver and a pair of pliers. I 
have also seen many homemade houses 
built from hot bed sash. Indeed, home 
greenhouses today are a “must” for 
ambitious gardeners everywhere. 


_ rs are fabulous things, and when 
we hear new stories of their useful- 
ness to man, we think they are all the 
more wonderful. Here is a true story 
of how a certain gardener’s ingenuity 
saved the lives of many prisoners in a 
German concentration camp during 
the last war. According to American 
medical men, it was the policy for the 
Germans to eliminate prisoners who 
looked sickly and were on the verge 
of collapsing from malnutrition. In 
this instance, a prisoner, who gardened 
each day on a nearby estate for a Nazi 
officer, returned to camp laden with 
beets which he managed to conceal 
on his person. Secretly, he distributed 
the beets to his fellow prisoners, and 
advised them to squeeze the juice and 
daub it as “‘rouge’’ on their colorless 
cheeks. At inspection the next morn- 
ing, the Nazi officers could not find 
a ghostly cheek and amazed 
at the exuberant appearance of their 
prisoners. Thus this natural ‘trouge’ 
delayed death until the allies stormed 
the camp, and many lives were saved 
all because of the ingenuity of a 
humble gardener. Beets helped beat 
their way to freedom. 


were 


Ast June when the famous climb to 
iy the top of Mt. Everest was mak- 
ing headlines in newspapers all over 
the world, I read the accounts with a 


curious kind of disinterest. However, 
when Sir Edmund Hillary and _ his 
companions gave their recent lecture 
at Symphony Hall I counted myself 
among the fortunate number who 
packed the hall to hear these three re- 
markable men tell the story of their 
extraordinary accomplishments. With 
unusual modesty and complete charm 
they recounted the highlights of their 
long trek to the top of the most formid- 
able mountain in the world. Their 
commentary illustrated with a 
superb collection of kodacrome slides, 
all of which were remarkable feats of 
photography. It was delightful to hear 
the comments of these mountain climb- 
ers as they told how much pleasure 
they derived when they were able to 
camp in the flower belt on the moun- 
tain side. In fact, they described most 
fervently a flower breakfast in a ver- 
dant valley surrounded by rhododen- 
drons in full bloom. I was particularly 
intrigued with their slides of the great, 
tree-like specimens of rhododendrons 
and their brilliant red and orange 
blossoms. Actually, this lecture on Mt. 
Everest was essentially concerned with 
the hazards of mountain climbing, but 
the awareness of flowers of all the par- 
ticipants left a deep imprint with me. 


was 
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OuUR COVERS 


ACK BREED of Boxford, Massa- 

chusetts, noted outdoor photog- 
rapher, who has travelled over a 
great part of the world in search of 
pictures, made the front cover pho- 
tograph for HORTICULTURE this 
month. His subject is the natural- 
ized daffodil planting, Sandy Val- 
ley, Dedham, Massachusetts. The 
owner, John Russell, one of the na- 
tion’s leading authorities on daf- 
fodils, began planting his favorite 
flowers more than a quarter of a 
century ago. Today, his collection, 
which covers four acres and in- 
cludes more than 350 varieties, at- 
tracts hundreds of visitors each 
year in late April and early May. 


ERC M. SANFORD of Manches- 

ter, New Hampshire, made our 
back cover photograph which we 
have chosen to call “‘Spring Flowers 
in the Snow.”’ Actually, the freak 
snowstorms that appear suddenly 
out of nowhere in the early spring 
are difficult to capture with the 
lens, but Mr. Sanford has caught 
an unusual mood of the season. 
The Korean azaleas (Azalea mu- 
cronulatum) and forsythia make a 
charming combination in any spring 
garden, and this harmless fall of 
snow adds a capricious touch to 
this spring landscape. 
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GERANIUMS 


4 


sar" 


ZONAL GERANIUMS 


®POT GROWN 
eSOil ON ROOTS 
eWwill BLOOM SOON 


"Try eur fine 
Zonal Geroniums 
for bright coler 
in Beds and Bor- 
ders. Start now 
for blooming 
plants to set out 
this Spring."* 


Finest varieties, mostly doubles. Red, Pink, White, Crimson, 
etc., Pot-grown, 4’’ to 7"’ tall, shipped prepaid, soil on 


roots. 


35¢ each. ..50 for$ 12.50...... 


LADY WASHINGTON 


_.10 for $3 


Lovely true Pelargonium. Red, Pink, White, Orchid, 
Lavender flowers, morked and splashed with color. 


Bloom in Spring. Start yours now. 


50¢ each 





..., 10 for $4 


DWARF GERANIUMS 


Gay house plants, almost always in bloom. Varieties 
include Pygmy—single Cherry-Red; and 


Little Darling—single Pink 


FANCY LEAF GERANIUMS 


FANCY LEAF 
: Thought,”’ “Mme. Languth”’ 


Popular favorites with showy varicolored leaf zones. 
Varieties include “Skies of Italy,” “Happy 


IVY LEAF GERANIUMS 


Mostly doubles. Red, Pink, Lavender, White, 8 for $3 


etc. ivy habits. 40¢ each 


FREE Spring Catalog now 


ready. Write for your copy Today! 


lady Washington 


P.O. BOX 300-C 


WILSON BROS. ROACHDALE, INDIANA 
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Above—the 9-ft. wide Aristocrat model in size 2—15‘ 5” 
long. Right—one of the many attractive Lean-to arrange- 
ments. Many other styles and sizes. Easily erected—easily 
extended— anytime. 


GET THE MOST FOR YOUR MONEY 


aluminum greenhouse! 


YEARS of pleasure—and profit if you wish— 
with a superb greenhouse thot is really in- 
expensive! Put color in your home—relaxation 
in your life—year round! No other investment 
provides such long lasting satisfaction—such re- 
for so modest a cost. 





laxation and happi 


= 





And—for a longer season outdoors— 


PROTECTION f 
—WHERE you ~ 
need it 
—WHEN you 
need it 
BETTER 
plants — 
QUICKER 
20 in. high 
16 in. wide 
Frames and double 


Brochure PMG 183 on request. No COD's. 





CHASE PMGs (Portable Miniature Greenhouses) 





strength glass to cover 25 only $94.95 
in ten 18 in. units. sq. ft. del'd. 


WALDOR 


leads the way! 


FIRST—with the FINEST full line 
of ALL-ALUMINUM prefabricated 
greenhouses. 


Since 1946—the BEST green- 
houses available—ANY WHERE! 





Ask for brochure 183—write now! 











WALDOR GREENHOUSES Box 188-XL, SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 
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RENIN AAW WEL A WEALD 


Home Greenhouse 
From page 116 


Incidentally, it helps to soak hard 
shelled seeds like sweet peas overnight 
in water. The germination of even 
harder shelled lupines is increased con- 
siderably by nicking each seed with a 
knife. I cover all seeds with a light 
coating of sifted, dry sphagnum moss. 
I believe this method, developed by 
the U.S. D. A. at Beltsville, Maryland, 
improves germination by providing a 
helpful fungus, similar to the rhiz- 
octonia which was found growing on 
the osmunda fibre in orchid pots. 

In the early days of raising orchids 
from seeds, the only method of germi- 
nating the seed was to sow it on the 
osmunda fibre at the base of mature 
plants. Even then, germination was 
very poor. Today orchid seedlings are 
raised on flasks containing a sterilized 
nutrient solution. A well known orchid 
grower told me that, if he raised all of 
the seeds which germinated from one 
orchid cross to blooming sized plants, 
they would fill four 100-foot-long 
greenhouses. 

Any perennials that were potted up 
last year can be brought in for forcing 
months ahead of their normal bloom- 
ing date. Also you can dig dormant 
plants from the garden and force them 
now. If you want to get good healthy 
chrysanthemum plants, well rooted 
before hot weather starts, now is the 
time to start cuttings. If your plants 
are in the open ground, dig them up 
and replant them in a deep flat or fruit 
box. Several weeks in the greenhouse 
will produce a good crop of succulent 
green shoots. I raise many chrysanthe- 
mums in pots for a fall display in the 
greenhouse. Accordingly, at this sea- 
son, I bring in last year’s potted plants 
from the coldframe to provide cut- 
tings for next fall’s display. 

The achimenes are summer flower- 
ing bulbs that are making quite a come 
back now. The petunia-like flowers 
that come in pastel shades, bloom 
over a long season on short, medium, 
tall or hanging type plants. These 
lovely plants will fit into a variety of 
spots in the greenhouse or in outdoor 
window boxes. Plant the tiny tubercles 
in rich soil now and watch them de- 
velop quickly into well formed bushy 
plants. 

From now on for the next few months 
seedlings for outdoor planting will 
keep demanding more and more space. 
Here is where coldframes are very 
valuable. You can’t go wrong if you 
have coldframe space equal to half 
your greenhouse bench area. 
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STERN’S NURSERIES PROUDLY PRESENTS 


THRILLING GARDEN MASTERPIECE 


MAN-HIGH) 





EYE-LEVEL: 





5 to 6 FEET TAL 


Stetn’s brings you another rare garden wonder. Gigantic 
GLADS-~giant queens of floral beauty. Truly the most mag- 
nificent ever grown! 

* « « Imagine towering spikes taller than the average man— 
with a flowering head up to almost a yard long... 
imagine 22 or more huge flowers on a single stem—each 
individual floret the size of a saucer, measuring 51/2 to 8!/, 
inches in diameter . . . each flower the size of a giant 
Amaryllis ... 

* * * imagine a flag-pole spike with eight or more colossal flowers 
open at the same time—with florets so arranged that the 
spike is 8 to 10 inches wide—like a solid wall of brilliant 
color... 

imagine enjoying weeks of colorful blooms as each bud 
bursts into flowering glory. 

Don’t miss this garden thrill—get these prize-winning Stern’s Sky- 
scraper varieties for a “flower show” garden this summer. 

Some of these rare varieties are currently being offered by leading 
Gladiolus specialists at as much as $5.00 for a single bulb. Now, 
famous Stern’s Nurseries brings you these ‘‘best-of-the-show” beau- 
ties at a price every gardener can afford. Now you can grow these 
amazing horticultural specimens in your own garden without risk! 


Guaranteed to bloom in 9O days or less— 
or money back. (No need to return plants.) 


So easy to grow, even the beginner can win prizes at flower shows. 
In your garden they are an outstanding spectacle that demands 
attention. In a floral arrangement, they are a “living picture” of 
grace and color that are not surpassed by any other flower. Simply 
plant these Stern’s giants deeper than ordinary “Glads’—about 4-5 
inches deep. This is necessary because their towering height re- 
quires a firm foundation. Plant in any kind of soil with good 
drainage. Give them maximum sunshine (all day long if possible). 
Water frequently. For a continuous display of exhibition Glad- 


GLADIOLUS: 


Amazing skyscraper specimen 


\sal 






»: 


vs 
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GROWS INCHES IN A SINGLE DAY! 
A Goliath of vitality! You’ve never seen such vigorous 
growth. On damp, cool summer days you can almost see 
them growing. Small quantities of plant food applied 
regularly, plus plenty of water and sun, is all you need 
for sensational prize-winning Glads. 
5 SKYSCRAPER VARIETIES 
for MAN-HIGH, EYE-LEVEL BEAUTY 
1—CREAMY WHITE—A magnificent specimen, produces a 
huge spike covered with flowers. Sensational. 
2—PINK AND ROSE—Rare prize-winners! Tremendous flow- 
ers opening extremely wide. Very tall and graceful. 
3—YELLOW AND ORANGE—A massive display of dazzling 
sunrise colors. A Flower Show champion. 
4—SCARLET—King Size flowers. Rich deep color with a vel- 
vety glow. One of the largest—easily reaches 6 feet. 
5—PURPLE AND LAVENDER—New, most unusual color. An 
amazing flower—tall and broad. Exquisite. 
Stern’s finest quality—officially rated No. 1 size 
Every Stern’s bulb treated INSECT RESISTANT 
Every bulb guaranteed to bloom in 90 days or less 
3 of each listed above— 15 bulbs... 3. 25) au 
5 of each listed above— 25 bulbs... 5.00 | prices 
10 of each listed above— 5Obulbs....$ 9.50/ OST 
20 of each listed above—100 bulbs....$18.00/ 
Send check or money order. 
PS Oe 
STERN’S NURSERIES, INC., Dept. HK, Geneva, N. Y. 
I want Stern’s MAN-HIGH GLADIOLUS that grows 5 to ; 


iolus, plant bulbs at intervals of two weeks. Plant until July 1st. J 6 feet tall. Every bulb guaranteed to bloom in 90 days or 


Enjoy a succession of exquisite blooms from July until late Fall. 


RUSH ORDER—our supply of these rare bulbs is extremely limited. 
RESERVE YOUR SELECTION NOW. We ship Glads just before planting time. 


STERN’S NURSERIES! 


GENEVA, N. Y. 


© 1954—-Stern’s Nurseries, Inc 


DEPT. H °¢ 


March 1954 


CHECK QUANTITY 
- 


less. 


| ts autas *3.25 

LJ 25° suuss "Si 00 

138 shass® 9.50 

B )23.'ssts3°18.00 
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ADDRESS 
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scenes 
of the 
Massachusetts 
Mhovtevelltml 
Society 


or 1953 


George Robert White 
Medal of Honor 
HE George Robert White Medal 


of Honor was awarded to Edward 
I. Farrington of East Weymouth, 
Massachusetts who served as Secretary 
of the Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
Editor of Horticulture for 
This medal is given 


ciety and 


twenty-five years 


once a year to the individual or or- 


ganization that in the opinion of the 


! 


lrustees has done the most to advance 


interest in horticulture in its broadest 
It was presented to Mr. Far- 


scnse 


rington for his life time of service as 


administrator, counselor, editor and 


Now retired from active duty, 
as Historian of the Massa- 


iuthor 
he serves 
chusetts Horticultural Society. During 
his long and distinguished period of 
horticultural en- 


service In Various 


deavors covering a period ol more 
than 50 years, he has made a notable 
advancement of 
American Not the least 
of his achievements was the plan that 
Garden Club Federa- 


tion of Massachusetts 


contribution to the 
horticulture 


established the 


Jackson Dawson Medal 
Jackson Dawson Medal 
awarded to Francis Meilland, 
d’Antibes, Alpes-Maritimes, 
for the outstanding varieties of roses 


The was 
Cap 


France, 


whi h } ce has developed over a period 
of years. His leading introduction, the 


magnificent rose, “‘Peace,”’ has _ be- 
come a top favorite over 
of the world in than ten 


Although a comparatively young plant 


a great part 


less years 
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FABIAN BACHRACH 


Edward I. Farrington, recipient of the George Robert White Medal of Honor 


breeder, Mr. Meilland’s achievements 
serve as a promising forerunner for 
great things to come in the rose world. 
Thomas Roland Medal 
Roland Medal for 


horticulture was awarded to 


The 
skill in 
Arnold Davis, Director of the Cleve- 
land Garden Center, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Mr. Davis was cited as a distinguished 
“bellwether”? who has developed new 


Thomas 


interest in and expanded the field of 


horticulture. His able contribution as 
administrator, lecturer and organizer 
of garden groups has attracted wide- 
spread attention throughout the 
United States and particularly in the 


state of Ohio. 


Gold Medals of the Society 
The Gold Medal of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
was awarded to Joseph J. Lane of New 
York City. Through his work with the 


Large 


distinguished magazine HousE AND 
GARDEN, he has rendered invaluable 
service to maintain high standards in 
the field of horticultural advertising, 
and has become recognized as a rov- 
ing ambassador of horticultural good- 
will throughout America. 

The Large Gold Medal of the Mas- 
sachusetts Horticultural Society was 
awarded to Prof. Ray M. Koon, Di- 
rector of the Waltham Field Station 
of the University of Massachusetts. 
Prof. Koon has made an outstanding 
contribution in building and broaden- 
ing the service rendered by the Wal- 
tham Field Station. As a newspaper 
columnist and advisor to many pro- 
fessional and amateur groups through- 
out the state, Prof. Koon has exerted 
conspicuous influence for more ef- 
ficient gardening practices. In addi- 
tion, he has given unsparingly of his 
time to promote horticultural activi- 
ties of permanent value. 


HORTICULTURE 





Annuals for Color 
From page 109 


would like to fill with color? Then try 
impatiens, or patience plant. The 
Holstii hybrids, growing two feet, or 
I. Sultani, growing 15 inches, comes in 
red, rose, salmon flame or white flow- 
ers and produce continuous bloom 
until frost. A friend of mine uses an 
edging of bright red impatiens against 
a planting of white hosta lilies in a 
spot where few other things would 
bloom. It is a very attractive narrow 
border shaded by the house. Along in 
August, you can take cuttings of im- 
patiens to use as house plants all 
winter. Since impatiens is tender it is 
best to start seeds indoors and trans- 


plent seedlings outdoors when all dan- 


ger of frost is over. 

If vou haven’t grown celosias (cocks- 
comb) recently, you will be amazed at 
the improvements in this old-fashioned 
flower. The plumed variety, particu- 
larly Pampas Plume, is available in 
vivid autumn colors. It is very free- 
flowering and its colors combine at- 
tractively with marigolds or zinnias. 
Plants grow about three feet tall and 
there is also a dwarf feathered type one 
foot in height. 

Stately Salpiglossis 

One of the handsomest annuals all 
too seldom seen is salpiglossis. Its 
subtly-colored, trumpet-shaped flow- 
ers are intricately veined in crimson, 
yellow or purple. Its blooms, which 
last very well, are highly prized by 
flower arrangers. Admittedly it is not 
easy to grow, but it is certainly worth 
trying. I would never sow the seeds in 
the open ground, but would start 
them in vermiculite. They germinate 
readily, but plants are very subject to 
damping off when transplanted. 

Scabiosa or pincushion flower is 
excellent for cutting and a great addi- 
tion to any border. If sown indoors in 
March and transplanted outdoors in 
May, it will flower continuously until 
fall. It can also be sown outdoors in 
the latter part of April. A wide assort- 
ment of colors is available. 

One point to be kept in mind with 
all annuals is to prevent them from 
setting seed. Strangely enough, the 
more you cut annuals, the more flow- 
ers you will have. In fact, cutting 
many of them back rather severely in 
July, and side dressing with fertilizer, 
will result in many more flowers in 
late August and September. This is 
particularly true with stock which 
continues to bloom in my garden (with 
this treatment) well into November. 
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The newest Hall Flamingo Pinks and Golden 
Apricots . . . including the sensational pink 
“May Hall”, the golden toned “Hallmark”, and 
blush pink “Flirtation”. Also a brand new 
deep maroon-and-gold affair from Dr. Klein- 
sorge. There are several Striking Garden 
Scenes featuring Iris in full color and a host 

of varieties offered for the first time! 


SEND 25¢ FOR AMERICA’S 
FINEST IRIS BOOK 


52 pages, loaded with large colored pictures. 
Almost 100 natural color kodachrome illustra- 
tions, money-saving collections lists and describes 
over 300 modern varieties. If you ore planning 
to plant your first Iris, or if you are a seasoned 
Iris expert, you simply must see and own one 

of these beautiful books. Actually a collector's 
item—it cannot be distributed without charge: 

the 25 fee may be deducted from your first 
order. It costs us almost double that amount. 


Zz 
'S GARDENS 


Box H, Silverton, Oregon 


(J Enclosed is my 25c for which please send me America's finest Iris 
catalog listing 300 modern varieties. The 25c is deductible from my 
first order. 


Name 
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EARLY 
SPRING 
FLOWERS 


LOW-GROWERS—Collection 
Height 6 to 10 inches 

Wild Ginger —(Asarum canadensis) 
Dutchman's Breeches—(Dicentra cucullaria) 
Hepatico—(Hepatica triloba) 
Bloodroot—(Sanguinaria ¢ 
Sweet White Violet—(Viola bianda) 
Downy Yellow Violet—(Viola pubescens) 


teach or 6 plants for $1.00 
5 each or 30 plants for $4.50 


d ie) 





TALLER PLANTS—Collection II 
Height 16 to 30 inches 

Wild Columbine—(Aquilegia c d 
Cranesbill—(Geranium maculatum) 
Bive-bells—(Mertensia virginica) 
Sweet William—(Phiox divaricata) 
Solomon's Seal—(Polygonatum biflorum) 
Bellwort—(Uvulario grandiflora) 


teach or 6 plants for $1.00 
5 each or 30 plants for $4.50 





SPECTACULAR TRILLIUMS—Collection Ill 
Height 6 to 12 inches 
Nodding Trillium—(Trillium cernuum) 
Purple Trillium—(Trillium erectum) 
Large White Trillium—(Trillium grandiflorum) 
Prairie Trillium—(Trillium recurvatum) 
Painted Trillium —(Trillium undulatum) 
teach or 5 plants for $1.50 
5 each or 25 plants for $7.00 


GLAMOROUS ORCHIDS—Collection IV 
Height 10 to 16 inches 
Pink Ladyslipper—(Cypripedium acaule) 
Yellow Ladyslipper—(Cypripedium pubescens) 
Showy Lodyslipper—(Cypripedium reginae) 
teach or 3 plants for $1.50 
5 each or 15 plants for $7.00 








HARDY ...FOR 
ROCK GARDENS, 
BORDERS, BEDS, 
SHADY SPOTS 


BUY DIRECT 





Showy Ladyslipper— (Cypripedium reginae) 


®@ HARDY FERNS @ @@#0@0@#0800080 ® 





Dicentra spectabilis 


Old-fashioned Bleedinghearts!— 
DICENTRA SPECTABILIS 
Many branched stems; fern-like folioge; up to 
2 ft. high. Long arching stems carry the rows of 
clear pink and white heorts. Flowers last a long 
time in the garden or when cut for indoors 
3 to 5 eye roots, 65¢ each 
5 to 8 eye roots, $1.00 each 


Maidenhair Fern—(Adiantum pedatum)— 144 in. 

Lady Fern—(Athyrtium felixfemina)—24 in. 

Toothed Wood Fern—(Dryopteris spinulosum)— 18 
in. 

Cinnamon Fern—(Osmunda cinnamomea)— 36 in. 

Royal Fern—(Osmundo regalis)—30 in. 

Christmas Fern—(Polystichum acrostichoides)— | 6 in 

Ostrich Fern—(Pteretis nodulosa)—36 in. 

Chain Fern—(Woodwardia virginiana) —20 n. 


teach or 8 plants for $2.50 
5 each or 40 plants for $12.00 


Add 10% on all orders for $2.00 or more and add 
25¢ on orders under $2.00 for postage and handling. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG of Hardy Wwild- 
flowers, Ferns, Perennials, and Gladiolus 





LOUNSBERRY 
GARDENS 
os 

OAKFORD 
ILLINOIS 

















Sculptured Bromeliads 
From page 115 


tubular rosettes. Many have gray- 
banded, striped or mottled leaves. 
The flower spikes rise from the center 
of the foliage. Varieties differ consider- 
ably in form. Some produce dense 
flower heads, while most of them are 
more or less loose and elegantly 
drooped. The queen’s tears (Billbergia 
nutans) is the most common. It has 
narrow, silvery-green foliage and rose 
bracts, with four to eight flowers, in 
drooping clusters that are green, edged 
with purple. B. pyramidalis is vase- 
shaped, with olive-green foliage, red 
bracts and rose flowers with purple 
tips in a dense spike. B. zebrina is tall, 
tubular and stiff, with striking gray 
foliage and silver-white zebra bands 
on the outside. 


The Living Vase 

The living vase (Aechmea miniata 
discolor) has glossy leaves, green above, 
maroon underside, and a red _ berry- 
like flower head with light blue petals. 
Christmas jewels (A. racinae) has a 
pendant inflorescence of bright red 
berry-like flowers that have petals of 
yellow and black. A. orlandiana is a 
very striking species with black zebraic 
mottlings on light green leaves. It 
blooms in mid-winter, with an orange 
and white cluster head of flowers. 

The genus cryptanthus is composed 
of low, sprawling, rosettes resembling 
star-fish. These are of different colors, 
with bands or stripes. Their small 
flower clusters are white and they 
appear in the center of the plant, 
barely rising above the center leaves. 
C. zonatus, C. bivittatus and C. beuckeri 
are some of the most attractive species 
and their hybrids are also interesting. 

The tillandsia group is the largest 
genus in the bromeliad family, but 
only a few of them are generally 
known. 7. lindeni, although still rare, is 
one of the most beautiful of all culti- 
vated bromeliads. The large, blue 
iris-like flowers that emerge from the 
side of a flat pink and green spike are 
striking. The popular Spanish moss 
(7. usneoides) is a member of this tribe. 
T. ionantha is a spectacular, miniature 
plant when flowering in the spring. 
T. fasciculata, with its narrow, blue- 
grayish leaves, brilliant red bracts and 
blue flowers, presents an unusual 
floral display. 

Neoregelias, especially rugged, dec- 
orative plants with colorful leaves mak- 
ing them a year ’round attraction, are 
good greenhouse or house plants. V. 
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carolinae has narrow, light-green leaves 
and a brilliant red-cerise cup, with a 
head of blue flowers, low in the center. 
Crimson cup (NV. farinosa) has wider 
leaves of bronze green and is a gor- 
geous display during spring flowering. 
The popular fingernail plant (NV. spec- 
tabilis) has red-tipped leaves. .V. mar- 
morata sports olive-green leaves marbled 
with maroon and brown. It also has 
red foliage tips. 
Vriesias are closely related to till- 
andsias. Many of them flower for a 
longer time than any other bromeliad. 
V. carinata hybrid Marie is a symphony 
in red, green and yellow from Thanks- 
giving until after Easter. V. carinata, 
one of the parents of Marie, is smaller, 
blooms a bit earlier, but is most at- 
tractive. V. splendens and V. hiero- 
glyphica are the two most striking in 
foliage, with their dark purple-banded 
leaves. Most of the other vriesias have 
plain green leaves, but their flat-spike 
inflorescences make up for any lack of 
foliage display. 
Nidularium, quesnelia, hohenbergia 
and guzmania are lesser known genera, 
but all have members that are out- 
standingly showy tropical plants to be 
grown under glass. ; = oe 
Shoots or suckers that grow from ai 
the base of the plant after it has flow- | | e * ce ci at a cost 
ered will take root any time, but most | ye es ’ ‘ 
easily in the spring or early summer. My ees that § ractical 
Cut the shoots (many may have roots 


attached) off close to the base. Use ; " 
small pots, just large enough to take Help your trees attain their fullest 


them. Place them in a warm spot beauty — at a cost that’s down to 
See page 145 earth. 

Ralston men are picked for their 
skill and knowledge. They earn the 
highest wages in the industry, use 
efficient new equipment, and like 
true craftsmen, perform their work 
thoroughly and well, without waste 
motion. 
That’s why, when you call Ralston 
from Allston, you're sure of satisfac- 
tory results — at worthwhile savings. 


e PRUNING” e SPRAYING 
@ FERTILIZATION 

e@ BRACING and CABLING 

@ SURGERY e PLANTING 
e LANDSCAPING 


FRED RALSTON & CO. 


22 Linden Street, Allston, Mass. AL 4-5534 
43 Cornwall Street, Portsmouth, N. H. Portsmouth 4041 


Aechmea Bert is striking in growth 
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O,iginators 
OF THE WORLD'S FINEST 


SWEET PEAS 
The ZVOLANEK Sweet Peas 
Now available in three types 


EARLY—ZVOLANEK MULTI-FLORA: 
All colors and Mixed. % oz. $1.00 
'% oz. $1.50 © 1 oz. $2.75. 


SPRING—ZVOLANEK FLORI- 
BUNDA: Lilac, Lavender, Pink, Blush 
White, Scarlet Cerise, Carmine, and 
Mixed. All heat resistant. '%4 oz. $.75 
* % oz. $1.25 © 1 oz. $2.25. 


LATE—ZVOLANEK PLENTI-FLORA: 
Rose Pink, White, Sulphur Yellow, 
Carmine, Scarlet Cerise, Flesh Pink 
and Mixed. % oz. $.75 © 2 oz. 
$1.25 © | oz. $2.25. 


ORDER NOW FOR OUTDOOR PLANTING 
SEND FOR LIST 


WILLIAM ZVOLANEK & C0. 


P. O. Box 142 LOMPOC, CALIF. 














Now you can soak 5 plants at 
one time with your garden hose. 
SOAKEZE attaches to garden hose. Has 5 
outlets, each with small plastic hose; two 12 ft 
long, three, 9 ft. Place ends of hose at base of 
selected plants and run small stream of water for 
deep, thorough soaking. Easy to handle. 5 year 
guarantee. Complete, ready to use, $4.95 — for 
unit with sprinklers order SPRINKLEZE, $8.95. 
Guaranteed Satisfactory 
Send check or MO and we pay postage 


JONS MANUFACTURING CO. 


Dept. M-9, 406 Dantzler St., Scint Matthews, S. C. 
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THE EASIEST WAY 


to kill insects in a 


"0 
| [ HOBBY GREENHOUSE! 
, PARATHION 


S-M-O-K-E 


in the 
Fulex Parathion Fumigator 
the less hazardous way to use Parathion 
Parathion Is Best for Most Insects 
Now used by more than 3,000 greenhouse 
operators, both hobbyist and commer 
cial, on orchids, African violets, and other 
greenhouse ornamentals 
Free literature, prices write Dept. H 


FULLER SYSTEM, INC. + WOBURN, MASS. 





Simply light 
with sparkler 
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| LETTERS 
TO THE 


EDITOR 


My Felicitations To All 
Dear Editor — For many weeks I’ve been 
intending to write to tell you how de- 
lighted I have been with the changed ap- 
pearance in Horticutture. The color 
work is superb, and my felicitations to you 
and your staff for pioneering this type of 
artistry in a horticultural publication. 
ARTHUR F, TRuEx 
Tulsa, Okla. 


A Relief and a Haven 
Dear Editor I want you to know that I 
think Horticutture the most dignified, 
attractive and non-commercial flower 
magazine in the country. The December 
issue is breathtaking in its loveliness, truly 
a pleasure to take refuge from the current 
commercialism. 
FLORENCE Levy 
Gresham, Ore. 


Sad and Woeful 

Dear Editor — A minor tragedy in Ameri- 
can gardening is the limited range of avail- 
able woody plant material. Every reader 
of British garden publications drools at 
the descriptions of exotic plants used by 
even the humblest cottage gardener. 

I propose that some enterprising manu- 
facturer of metal products help solve this 
problem. He could make an aluminum 
container of about one to five gallons ca- 
pacity to use in the same way the Cali- 
fornians use discarded tin cans. If these 
were made so they would stack, this would 
cut shipping costs and storage space. 

Such a container for growing woody 
plants would make it possible for the home 
gardener to produce his own trees and 
shrubs. As it is, he doesn’t feel that he can 
spare the space for this type of plant ma- 
terial, because it occupies a fixed spot for 
too long a time. If he could move the 
planted container into any available 
space, he could easily find room for a 
dozen or more such containers. 

The nursery industry, unfortunately, is 
pretty much in a rut. Because people 
won't buy novelties to any extent, growers 
stick to bread-and-butter items like privet 
and vanhoutte spirea. Since home gar- 
deners can’t get unusual stuff, they don’t 
grow it. Thus a vicious circle is formed 
which seems all but impossible to break. 

If, however, unusual plants could be 
grown in any back yard, using either seeds 
or cuttings, most good gardeners would 
be glad to try to improve the list of plant 
material available today. In turn, this 
would increase the demand for seeds of 
unusual trees and shrubs, a business which 
today is almost non-existent 

R. Mitton CARLETON 
Chicago, II. 




















NOW! a really 
modern book on... 


illustrations 


A GUIDE TO THEIR SELECTION 
CARE, AND USE IN DECORATION 


by Mary Noble 
and |. L. Merkel 


ewe BOOK goes much further 
than growth and care. It 
actually tells you how to make 
plants a part of decoration. 
Many new varieties and plants 
of the future are also fully cov- 
ered along with recommended 
uses, growing under artificial 
light, instructions for architects, 
and useful suggestions for in- 
terior decorators. 





NORMAN TAYLOR finishes his 
series of 
Taylor's Garden Guides 


FRUIT in the GARDEN 


A JAM-PACKED guide for the 
back-yard gardener. Full 
instructions on choosing, plant- 
ing and caring for fruit trees. 

$2.50 


The EVERBLOOMING 
GARDEN 


URN WINTER drabness into 

all-year gardening beauty 

with the proper selection and 

care of herbs, bulbs, trees, and 

shrubs from this book. $2.00 

at all book and garden supply stores, 
or write 


250 4th Ave. 
VAN NOSTRAND New York 3, 1 ¥ 
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Burpee 


WILL PAY 


As Offered on Page 3 of the Burpee Seed Catalog 


Among Your Own Plants of “Man-in-the-Moon d 
Nature May Produce a White One! 


HIS summer in your garden, Nature may do what 

it might take us years to accomplish. For over 
20 years Burpee’s extensive marigold plant-breed- 
ing projects have included the quest for a white 
one. We have made great headway; Man-in-the- 
Moon is our best thus far. Just by chance due to some 
favorable circumstance, one of yout Man-in-the- 
Moon plants may have flowers that are pure white. 

So please enjoy beautiful Man-in-the-Moon Mari- 
golds this summer:—and look for a white one. 


CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 815 Burpee Building, 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 


Send postpaid Burpee Seeds of New Flowers as marked below: 
MAN-IN-THE-MOON Marigold 2208—nearest to white 
( Packet (100 Seeds) 2Sc¢ "] 1/16 ounce $1.00 

BLAZE Zinnia 2824 best new flower for 1954 
[] Packet (50 Seeds) 35¢ [) 1/16 ounce $1.00 
SPECIAL! 4 Packets, 2 of Blaze and 2 of $1 
asl ® Man-in-the-Moon, All four only 
Enclosed is 


POPSET PET ee TOOT TTT TPT re Te ee ey. $. 


St. or R. D. 


P.O. ini Zone State 
) Send Burpee’s big 128-page 1954 Seed Catalog FREE, 
L_J with complete information on $10,000 marigold offer. 


Send Coupon 
Today, then Read 
All About This 
Amazing Offer 


in the big a... Year's 
act. | NEW Marigota MANAIN-THE: MOON 
Seed Catalog “Pale moonlight”’ js 
. gent is emia a 
we'll send very light color of Fagen ee ee way to te 
light that the reflecti remarkable Marigold. ‘It ; 
to You Free with mea ne surfaces seem almost 7 is so 
¥ é ore . ° bs — 
and Postpaid clustered, taffeta-like petale ap phen Tage tightly- 
: 4 S. Big double | <o~ 
Strong stems. oontinenes BA 
and fall. ; 


ll you the 


2 In. across; long 


4 


1/16 ounce for $1.00 


Supply Limited_Get Your Seeds Right Away! 











Burpee’s New Giant Hybrid Zinnia 


LAZE 


ALL-AMERICA WINNER 
Best New Flower for 1954 


In 3 short years the new eee Giant Hybrid 
Zinnias have outclassed all older kinds! Now 
he All-America Judges have selected Burpee’s 
BLAZE, newest color in these gorgeous flowers, 

as the best new flower for 1954. 

The blazing hue of fiery orange-scarlet is so 
luminous the petals seem to glow like a fluo- 
rescent lamp. BLAZE is the sensation of the 
garden, and adds brilliance to any bouquet. The 
flowers are also superb all by themselves. 

The sturdy plants grow 24 ft. tall, and bloom 
abundantly with long stems all season. So easy 
to ago sow the seeds where you want 
them to bloom. Enjoy BLAZE this summer! 
Packet (50 seeds) 35c—1/16 ounce $1.00 

Order these most-in-demand seeds right away. 


BURPEE SEED CATALOG 


See many more natural color pictures in 
this big 1954 Catalog. Have more garden 
enjoyment and better meals for your family 
with Burpee’s new and better flowers and vege- 
tables—from our Floradale Farms where new 
flowers are created, and Burpee’s Fordhook 
Farms where new vegetables are developed. 
Many are amazing Hybrids, with extra vigor. 
They’re easier to grow. Write today for this 
big 128-page leading U. S. Seed Catalog FREE. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


815 Burpee Building, at nearest city: 
or Clinton,lowa or Riverside, California 





~ ROTO-HOE brings you 
WER GARDENING 


at lowest Cost ! 


TAKE IT EASY! You can with ROTO-HOE. Its ease of operation, 
efficiency and “‘custom-proven”’ value place it within reach of prac- 
tically all America’s gardeners. And it does all the hard work in garden 
and lawn care for you easily. Best of all, it costs so little that it may 


easily pay for itself the first year. 


ROTO-HOE’s dependable 2 h.p. Lauson gasoline motor 
rotates the 15 specially hardened teeth at high speed (12 
teeth optional), thoroughly tilling, mixing and aerating the 
soil up to 6” deep. You can till, prepare and cultivate your 
garden, mulch in organic material to build up soil fertility, 
renovate old lawns or tll and prepare new lawns — all are 
easy with ROTO-HOE. For ROTO-HOE is thoroughly 
tested and “‘use-proven” by tens of thousands of owners all 


over U.S. and Canada. When you buy a ROTO-HOE, you 


complete 


$134 


These Low Cost Attachments Give You 
X 


Ligh y 


na 


ped: Co 


be 


eo” ROTO-CL loch > Finest 
Rotary lawn me 1 Amer 
pric only $34.50" 
to power unit (1?” 


lels available, $24 


ly trims an edges 
drives walks, gardens 
till small plots Attachment 
only $34.50* 
ROTO-SNO BLOWER. 
either side 
* swath. Attachment 


iV ven i" 
eevee 


take no chances with an experimental or untried machine. 


YEAR 'ROUND USE 


In minutes you can easily remove the ROTO- 
HOE tillage unit and attach any of these at- 
tachments; all use the same power unit. Result: 
you can have many machines at a minimum 
cost. Any of these attachmertts easily hang up 
on the garage or basement wall — out of the 
way when not in use. There’s no need to pur- 
chase a garage full of different expensive power 


tools 


HOW TO FIGURE COST EASILY 
The ROTO-HOE basic power unit costs $82*, 
which plus the tiller unit at $52* makes total 
cost of ROTO-HOE $134* (as above). To 
figure the cost ef any ether complete unit you 
simply add $82* and the cost of the attach- 
ment as shown here. Thus, the 20’° ROTO- 
CUTTER costs $82 + $34.50, total $116.50; 
or the ROTO-SNO BLOWER a total of $120 
($82 + $38). Remember you can purchase in 
anv combination vou desire. 

* All prices subject to change without notice. 

ROTO-BUZZ SAW. 16” 


power cordwood saw, cuts 
toughest wood. Attachment 


ROTO-ZEPHYR SPRAYER. 
5-gal. power sprayer for fungi 
cides, insecticides, fertilizers 


Attaches for only $77 


ROTO-CUTTER 
NOW SELF-PROPELLED 


\ new power drive for the 20° ROTO. 
CUTTER has just been introduced which 
makes lawn mewing still easier. This optional 
equipment may be added to the 20’ ROTO- 
CUTTER for only $17.75; or the new ROTO- 
CUTTER complete with this power drive 
costs only $134.25 —a value that’s hard to 
beat! 


ROTO-HOE and ATTACHMENTS 
ARE DISPLAYED at Leading 
FLOWER SHOWS 


See them at first hand at your local Flower 
Show this Spring; or write to us for the new 
16-page full color catalog just recently pub- 
lished. We will tell you name of your nearby 


dealer. 


ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO. 
Box 82, Newbury, Ohio 


USE THIS COUPON! 


ee ane 


To ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO. H354 
Box 82, Newbury, Ohio 


| 
| 
Yes, I'd like to learn more about ROTO-HOE and how | 
it can help me. Please send me free new color catalog j 
and nearby dealer's name. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 





“NEW 
_ BOOKS 


> 


Order from Horticulture’s Book Dept. 


For Camellia Enthusiasts 


1953 AMERICAN CAMELLIA YEARBOOK. Fd- 
ited by Arthur C. Brown and Austin Griffiths, 
Jr. Gainesville, Fla.: | American Camellia 
Society. $3.00. 

The camellia vearbooks always contain 

a great deal of worth-while information, 

and this most recent number is no excep- 

tion. There are several articles listed under 
the headings ‘Relatives, Species and Va- 
rieties,” ‘‘Pests and Diseases,’ ‘‘General 

Culture,” “Plantings and Gardens” 

“Awards, Shows, Charter and By-Laws.” 

Many illustrations in color and black and 


and 


white are included 


All About Phlox 
Puiox. By B.H.B. Symons- Jeune. 
D. Van Nostrand Co. $3.50. 
Capt. Symons-Jeune is 
across the water for his work in the propa- 
gation of phlox. He writes from the English 
viewpoint, of course, yet there is much 
that can be learned from this little book 
about the use of phlox in the garden 
scheme and the best methods to follow in 
the growing of good plants. Both annual 
and alpine phlox are discussed. 


R. H. S. Yearbooks 

The new crop of Yearbooks from Eng- 
land (Royal Horticultural Society, Vincent 
Square, London, $1.65) are always wel- 
comed by avid American gardeners who 
find in them both interesting and helpful 
information which they can use. There are 
four: The Daffodil and Tulip, The Rhododen- 
dron and Camellia, The Lily and The Fruit 
Yearbook. Serious students of these spe- 
cialized plants will find them valuable 
additions to their collections pertaining 
to these plants. Certainly for up-to-date 
findings, they are unequalled. 


New York: 


well known 


Distinctive House Plants 

BROMELIADS, A CuLTuRAL HANDBOOK. By 
Mulford B. Foster. Orlando, Fla.: Robinson 
Printers. $7.50. 


This is an _ excellent handbook on 


bromeliads, those distinctive foliage plants | 
that are finding more and more uses in our | 


homes—for their fascinating leaves and the 
ease with which they grow. Mr. Foster, 
the bromeliad specialist, has covered a 
wide range, including botany and history, 


complete culture and the different forms | 


of propagation. Then there are selected 
articles on special aspects by other mem- 
bers of the Bromeliad Society. Numerous 
photographs and sketches enliven the 
pages and identify some of the many kinds 
under discussion. 


March 1954 


Wanyside 


Gardens 


BEAUTY WITH A BRIGHT FUTURE 


>) AYSIDE GARDENS introduces more exciting new 


VY 


“AY horticultural gems than any other firm in Amer- 


ica. Hundreds and hundreds of the current favor- 
ites had their origin at Wayside, in one of the world’s 


finest and most carefully supervised nurseries. 


Shown here, are but a few of Wayside’s brand 


new 


beauties that are destined to become Garden Classics of 
the Future. Our complete Spring Catalog brings you a 


host of other outstanding new garden subjects —al 
idly tested 
obtainable anywhere. 


GIANT 
HIBISCUS 


NEW SUPER-GIANT HIBISCUS. Spectacular new 
giants produce gorgeous blooms often measuring 
10 to 12 inches in diameter, 50% larger than any 
varieties offered to date. 


For brilliant color and beauty, there is nothing to 
equal these flamboyant new Wayside Hibiscus. 
Exotic flowers in glistening white with pink veins, 
light silvery-pink, vermilion-red, bright scarlet and 
dark, crimson red bloom freely on tall sturdy stems. 


GIANT "MUM" 


Fascination. You'll love this hardy 
“Amazon” of the Fall garden 
Huge flowers of silvery-lavender 
pink bloom early in September. 


shrubs, roses, rare bulbs and “Pedigreed’ 


cover postage and handling costs. 


82 MENTOR AVE. 





superior quality, Wayside stock —the 


Wayside fi, 


l rig- 


best 


HEUCHERA 


New HEUCHERA, Bressingham Hybrids. 
Delightful new English hybrids in a charm- 
ing range of colors from pure white, pink, 
coral to deep red. Colorful for borders and 
along walks. 


Exquisite flowers and handsome evergreen 
foliage make a graceful, airy display in the 
garden. Improved new Heucheras are excep- 
tionally hardy and will grow well anywhere. 


MAGNOLIA 
Dr. Merril 


NEW MAGNOLIA, Dr. Merril. Magnificent new 
star-like Magnolia that grows rapidly and transplants 
without the slightest difficulty. Early in Spring, grace- 
ful branches are literally hidden under a wealth of 
beautiful, white, star-like blossoms. Superb as a lawn 
specimen plant. 


NEw Large Flowered “MUMS”. Exciting new types 
that rival in size and beauty the ones formerly grown 
only in greenhouses by professional florists. Com- 
pletely hardy and easy to grow in any garden. See 
Spring Catalog for Wayside’s prize selection of the 
10. best new varieties. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


No other garden catalog in America can match Wayside’s complete selection of outstanding new 


plants. Almost 200 pages, filled with hundreds of 


glorious color illustrations of the world's finest garden subjects— many of which are obtainable 
only from Wayside. Explicit cultural directions. To be sure you get your copy, 
it is necessary that you enclose with your request 50¢, coin or stamps, to 


MENTOR, OHIO 


Gardens 


y 


md 








huaran 





WATER LILIES 


With outdoor living so popular, 
every garden needs a pool. That means 
water lilies. No finer lilies from any 
source. Tricker's are guaranteed to 
grow. Tricker has been the leader in 
water lily culture for over 50 years. 


Besides water lilies, Tricker furnishes 
shallow water and bog plants, float- 
ing plants, Egyptian Lotus, oxygen- 
ating plants, pool accessories, gold 
and fancy fishes, fish foods and reme- 
dies. Buy all from the same source, 
and save. 

Beautiful New 

1954 CATALOG 

NOW READY! 

FREE Beautifully 

Illustrated. Tells how 

to succeed wy f- with 


aquatic plants, fishes. 
Low prices 


“Wm. TRICKER, ine. 


4303 Brookside Ave., Saddie River, WN. J. 
Na 4320 Rainbow Terrace, independence, -™ } 











New interlaken SEEDLESS. Better than 
California. Deliciously fine flavored. _ 
tirely seedless. Very early. Ripens aug. 

N Ex xperiment Station origin. Ful 
taile in MILLER'’S free catalog. Also other 
new grape varieties. 


DWARF FRUIT TREES 


Ideal for home gardens, full size fruit in 
little space, bear 2nd or 3rd year. Also 
new grapes, mut trees, berries, small 
fruits. Guaranteed stock. 


New Hardy English walnut. Carpathian 
strain. Rapid grower, bears early, very 
productive, beautiful shade tree. Also 
Chinese chestnut 


All stock guaranteed 
CATALOG FREE 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 


571 West Lake Rd. Canandaigua, N. Y. 


RAKES FOR BETTER 
PLOWS 

CULTIVATES X 

HARROWS 

HAULS 

SPRAYS 

SAWS 

OOTER 

mows 123, 119 Light St 
curs 2, Md. 333 aL, 
ROLLS ) Ay Ch 

THLS . 7070 ne mean nel Bivd 
SNOW PLOW-——"_. os 2 


aaa 


“ PLANT FOOD «ows 


Simply dissolve ond water all your house 
plonts, garden flowers, vegetables, shrubs 
ond lawn. Feeds instantly. 1f deler con't 

pply send $! for! ib. Mokes 100 Gols 


HYDROPONIC CHEM CO. Copley Ohio USA 


Latest in House Plants 

A Guide to Their Selection, 
Decoration. By Mar) 
Merkel. N. Y.: Van 


PLANTs INDOORS: 
Care, and Use in 
Noble and 7. L. 
Vostrand. $6.95. 

A rare combination of knowledge, en- 
thusiasm and the ability to describe plants 
has resulted in this delightful and informa- 
tive book by Miss Noble and Mr. Merkel. 


The recent revival of interest in house 


plants, sparked by the re-introduction of 


many tropical kinds that were popular in 
the nineties, has opened up a lively new 
field for winter gardeners. In addition, the 
present day emphasis on plants for indoor 
decoration offers a pleasant challenge to 
home makers. Plant hunters and hybridiz- 
ers are adding to the fun with new kinds. 

An abundance of photographs (nearly 
two dozen in natural color) of new and rare 
plants, cultural instructions from experts 
and suggestions for using tropical plants 
more effectively are included in this book. 
HortTICcULTURE was proud to have a part 
in publishing descriptions and illustrations 
of some of the plants featured in Plants 
Indoors in its February 1954 issue. 


Oriental Ideas 
A TuousANnpD YEARS OF 
DENS. By Samuel Newsom. 
Calif.: P.D. & I. Perkins, 
With a minimum of words and a wealth 
of superb photographs, the author has told 
a vivid story of ten centuries of gardening 
as it is practiced in Japan. The Japanese, 
with their inherent devotion to gardening, 
have interpreted nature in a way that is a 
curious source of delight to us. Skill in 
design, the ability to idealize and to adapt 
various aspects of the natural landscape in 
- these are outstand- 
ing characteristics of Japanese garden 
makers. We can glean many helpful ideas 
from this book, especially for developing 
little gardens. 


Wild Flowers in Color 
THe MacmittAn Witp FLower Book. 
Text by Clarence J. Hylander and Illustra- 
tions by Edith Farrington Johnston. N. Y.: 
VWacmillan. $15.00. 
The freshness and the fragrance 
woods and fields permeate this lavish book 
ardent student of 


JAPANESE GAR- 
South 


$70.00. 


a sade na, 


a symbolic manner 


of the 


of wild flowers. For the 
flora and for the 
rich in color 


beginner as 
and 


our native 


well, here is a volume 
delightful in the 


flected in its 232 


naturalness of detail 
Mrs. 


result of 


Johnston’s 
remarkable 


plates. 
illustrations are the 
skill and a tireless devotion to her labor of 
love. Dr. Hylandet blessed in 
having so able a co-worker in the produc- 
tion of this book. A word of well merited 
praise is also due to the printers who have 
achieved a monumental task in reproduc- 
ing the plates with a quality nct too often 


is indeed 


found in present day printing. 

Both the text and the plates provide an 
easy means of identifying our native wild- 
reference 
continued 


ings. However, this is no mere 
book, but rather 


pleasure for all seasons. 


a source of 


For the 6th 


Consecutive Year 


* 
Mandeville 


FLOWER SEEDS 


feature the latest 


ALL-AMERICA 
AWARD WINNER 


ptf aE nth 


- +» massive, quilled- 
petal blossoms up to 5” in diameter! 
Be sure to include Blaze in your 
selections from the Complete 
Mandeville Assortment of more 
than 300 outstanding varieties 

.. each in the exclusive Show- 
How Packet with map telling 
when to plant in your locality, 
plus pictures that show how to 
tell seedlings from weeds. 

All Mandeville Seeds are 
Triple-Tested for (1) Germina- 
tion, (2) Quality of Flowers, and 
(3) Completeness of Mixtures by 
Mandeville & King Co., Roches- 
ter 1, N. Y., Flower Seed Special- 
ists for 78 Years. 

AT STORES ONLY—EVERYWHERE 


You need only 
one insecticide 


MALATHION 


to solve practically 
any garden insect 
problem 


Look for MALATHION on the label 
of well-known products af your 
Garden Supply Store 

el oe ee 


AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 


New York 20, N. Y. 


Lovely Exotic 
Dahlia ebrrangements 


if you plant AMES cut-flower 


can easily be made 
Mediums, Cactus, Daisy, 


Dahlia Roots. Miniatures, 
Double. 20 years selecting for keeping qualities stems 
and artistic forms. Very Speci 3 (all different) 
named varieties for $1.00 or $3.50 Doz. Or specify 


color and type wanted Postage paid. 


sémes Dahlia 


BOX 703 MANCHESTER, CONN. 
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Banksias from Australia 
From page 113 
B. grandis is the giant of the genus in 
both leaf and flower. In height, it 
grows up to 15 feet high and is equalled 
by other species, but the flower spikes 
are enormous. About a foot long and ; 
pale yellow in color, they look like 
great candles in the tree. When the Brand New 
seeds begin to form, the spikes develop 7 


into woody masses somewhat like big Ve t ol A N t | 
pine cones. B. lehmanni is a thick-set e s a ures 


bush with cone-shaped yellow flower- 
heads and prickly leaves. Though in- 
teresting in a collection, it has little 
garden value. 
One of the prettiest of all is B. men- 
test, Which also has rounded flower 
heads instead of the usual bottle- Dts. : 
brushes. It looks especially beautiful AT 
when only the lower half of the head ORGANIC 
has opened, for then the open flowers — 
are a rich yellow while the unopened ee ae wi COM POST 
buds on the upper half are a deep es = ‘ —— 
pink, with greyish-brown tips (ac- nis Make a a 
tually the anthers). At this stage the “< place of your neighborhood. Create 


amazing new beauty in your grass, 


shape is that of an acorn in its cup. 
flowers, and shrubs this spring with 


The leaves are tough and coarsely ser- 
rated. According to Bailey’s Hortus 
Second, this species grows to a height of 


Fertilife! 
Fertilife’s secret is as old as nature, 
yet there has never been anything like 


40 feet, but the biggest specimens I Fertilife on the market before. It is 
have seen in New Zealand have been composted in new scientifically con- 
about 12 feet. They also looked as “a a + trolled machines from rich livestock 
though they would not grow much 3 . é apne No chemicals are added. 

rad one Oe Fertilife cannot burn or harm even 
bigger, since general characteristics ; ‘ young seedlings. It is weed-free. It has 
no offensive odor! 

B. serrata holds the honour of being —4 Fertilife restores looseness, water- 
the first banksia discovered in Aus- x holding capacity, and fertility to soil. 

: ‘ : f ’ As its name implies, Fertilife is fertile 

tralia. It was found at Botany Bay in and full of life. It teems with billions 
1770 by Captain Cook’s party, which of beneficial soil bacteria. Fertilife can 
included Dr. Solander and Joseph give you a lawn and garden with new 
Banks. It grows from 12 to 20 feet high beauty. - 
Si eg ee aed Send coupon now. Get your Fertilife 
and makes a thick chunky tree, with now and make your place the show- 
yellow flowers and coarsely serrated place of your neighborhood. 


are those of a shrub rather than a tree. 


leaves. It is very showy. 


Even more attractive is B. spinulosa, = 
one of the best of the tree banksias. It % 
has handsome, dark green leaves that 5 \ 
~ 
= ; ; ‘ 
. : wa re 
6° 


are bright silvery white on the under- 
sides, and the small neat spikes of .»-makes soil fertile and 
full of life! 


flower, borne in profusion over a very 
long period, are clear yellow. Se - 
Unfortunately the one that is said to Ask Your Dealer or 
be the best of all is not yet available ORDER DIRECT 
from New Zealand nurserymen. This Made from Rich 
is B. coccinea, which has short, more or Chicago Stock Yards American Compost Co 
less cone-shaped flower heads that are Manure Ipswich, Mass 
ste ’ ° 
brilliant red. No offensive odor! . , , 
S “ie : bas es Enclosed is $ for which pleas? ship 
Supplies of the others are not al- ; baes of FERTILIFE. I will pay shipping ch ‘val 
°¢ . agso “ 4 de F yay s y cnarge re fal. 
ways plentiful because the demand is Pri H . ee ee 
heavy and they are not easy to propa- oe ‘ 
ah ogy se ge Ve . : F. O. B. Ipswich Plant 9 
gate. Cuttings root only moderately 50-Ib. bag $3.79! 
. . ; 
1 
' 
' 
‘ 
. 








Phone 772 


Name 


well, and seeds produce the _ best Plus shipping charges Address 
(2 bags shipped for same 


ylants as they have the best rooting - . 
pla as the} ung freight cost as one) City Zone 


I am a dealer, please contact me. 


system. Unless really fresh when sown, —_-writEFOR TONRATES 
germination will be poor. { 
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WOOD LABELS 


(Painted one side) 





irden f abe/ al 


100 1000 


$0.60 $5.00 
.70 5.50 
FD 6.00 
11.50 
15.00 
24.00 
316-in. wire labels. 6.00 
Postpaid Prices 
Be Prepared for Spring Planting 
Order Labels Now 


w 
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McARDLE’'S SEED CO. 


388 Greenwich Ave., Greenwich, Conn. 


ANEMONES 


Aristocrats of the Fall 
Garden. A permanent 
long-lived hardy peren- 
nial. Unsurpassed for gar- 
den display. Superb as a 
cut flower. 
ALBA Large 
white. 
ALICE — Glorious double 
silvery pink. 
Very double bright pink. 
Rare deep rose red 





HARDY 


snowy 


MARGARETE 

PRINCE HENRY 
double. 

SEPTEMBER SPRITE 


Single 


Lovely dwarf rose. 


5 Plants, 1 each $3.50 ppd. 
15 Plants, 3 each $9.50 ppd 


One of America’s finest col 
FREE CATALOG lections of PERENNIALS, 
ROCK PLANTS, IRIS, CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 
ORIENTAL POPPIES, DAYLILIES, FLOWER- 
ING SHRUBS, HARDY VINES. Jt pronounces ali 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box H-34 Spokane, Wash. 
DISTINCTIVE 
FENCING 


AND PLANT SCREENS 
The origina! basket- 
weave fence 
Delivered 
In Panels for 
Easy 
Erection 
SEND FOR BOOKLET 
OF OTHER DESIGNS 


CHECK -R-BOAR 
FENCING CO. 
1204 E. Washington 
lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia 38, Pa, 


For a Better Garden! > 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION @ 
100% Organic Fertilizer o 
Gives Vigorous Growth « Feed as you water vo" 

Non-Burning « Deodorized * Inexpensive 


$] Pint postpaid , Dept. 0 
or at your Gorden Supply Store 


READER’S 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


I planted a couple of flowering almonds 
two years ago and now they look like two 
peach trees. Were they grafted on peach 
tree stock? 

Since both plants are the same genus 
(Prunus) they are compatible. Peach stock 
is therefore used for the flowering almond. 
Cut away the peach tree growth and watch 
for other suckers that might appear be- 
neath the graft. 

e e e 

What is the correct time to remove winter 
mulches? 

This is a difficult question to answer, 
as so much depends on locality and such 
factors as soil temperature and exposure 
to direct sun. Do not be fooled by the first 
warm days of spring, but when the weather 
finally gives the signal remove the mulch 
by degrees. It is better to take it off on 
cloudy days. 

a 

Is sawdust a good mulch to use on blue- 
berries? Does it make the soil sour? I can 
get it in great quantities. 

Yes, it is excellent. To keep the weeds 
down, conserve moisture and keep the 
roots cool, apply a healthy five or six 
inches. Actually, sawdust affects acidity 
very little. If soil is not acid enough for 
blueberries, acid leafmold or chemicals, 
such as ammonium sulphate, will have to 
be added. 

' 2 2 

What causes the new leaves of American 
sycamores (plane trees) and even the ends 
of their twigs to turn brown and drop? 
It has been occurring for a number of 
years. 

The browning and dropping of leaves and 
twigs on sycamore is due to anthracnose, a 
fungus disease which is serious on these 
trees. Damage occurs in the spring, es- 
pecially if it is wet and cool. Since the 
spores winter on fallen leaves and twigs, 
gather these carefully and burn them. Then 
spray with Bordeaux mixture or Zerlate 
when the leaves begin to unfold. Two or 
three applications spaced a week or 10 
days apart may be needed. 


2 e é 

I have had a climbing Peace rose for 
two years which has not flowered at all. 
Can I expect flowers this season? The vine 
is healthy and very vigorous. 

Reports about the blooming of climbing 
Peace seem to vary greatly. Some garden- 
ers did not get bloom until the second year, 
others not until the third, while one man 
in Georgia had to wait four years. In the 
first place, flowers cannot be expected dur- 
ing the first year, a fact which holds true 
for most climbing roses. Secondly, climbing 
Peace seems to flower better on older wood, 
and one rosarian even discourages new 
canes that start near the base in order to 
concentrate more vigor in the old wood. 





the perfect 
ground cover 
for banks and 
shady places 
100 Big Clumps $13.00 (1000, $98) 


For hard-to-mow places plant Myrtle (Vinca Minor), 
the sturdy, neat ground cover that stays green all 
winter. Beautiful blue flowers in Moy. Resists insects 
and disease. Our big, heavy clumps with 12 or more 
stems can be planted 2 ft. apart on level, 14 ft. 
on slopes. You cover large areas for little money. 


= DWARF FRUITS 


Apples Apricots Cherries 
Pears Peaches Plums 
Ssig bearers—easy spray & pick 
2-year-old Any two $8.00 
3-year-old Any two $10.50 
KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Highlands, N. J. Dept. H-4 











LINCOLN PLASTIC 


PLANT MARKERS 








me 


VERTICAL 

















Plastic Plant Markers that last 
for years... withstand all 
weather conditions. PLUS Water- Vertical 

Indelible Ink .. . - Full View 12°’ 
Full View 24’ 
ory 
EXTRA LABELS— Banner $3.00, 
Vertical $3.00 and Full View 
$3.50 per 100. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 





For AFRICAN VIOLETS use our special white and green POT LABELS 
4g’ wide and 4’ long — $1.50 per hundred. 
ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE INK, PEN & POSTAGE 


LINCOLN LABORATORIES ¢ NORTHFIELD, MINN. 








CLARKE QUALITY 


PLANTS 


PRIMROSES and PANSIES 


Very attractive combination offers in both 
mixed and separate colors, superb blooms, 
early and hardy. Send for free illustrated 
plant list and for seed catalog in natural color. 


The Clarkes 


Box 440-H CLACKAMAS, OREGON 











ROTARY 
TILLER 


Turns virgin ground into a 
garden bed in one operation 
Replaces plowing, discing, and 
cultivating. Women can op- 
POWE 


ONLY 
erate it. Also 1 to a 2 Rk 
MOWERS & RIDING TRACTORS 
from $69. Free Catalog. Write: 


HORTICULTURE 





Another factor which seems to be impor- 
tant is climate. Plants bloom much more 
freely and on younger plants in the south, 
west coast and warmer sections of the coun- 
try. For example, reports from California, 
New Mexico and Louisiana are favorable, 
while those from Pennsylvania report fewer 
blooms so far. The same is true of those 
from New England, while plants have 
shown some winterkilling in Kansas. Ex- 
treme vigor also seems to be characteristic 
of this climber to an amazing degree. Cer- 
tainly it can be said that the climbing 
Peace is still new and that additional time 
is needed to evaluate it properly. One 
noted rosarian has summed it this way: 
“It’s too good to throw away and not 
quite good enough to keep, but over the 
long haul, it seems to have a place and 
provide real satisfaction to most gardeners. 
It does take patience, however.” 
2 e x 4 

How can I rid my lawn of buttercups? 

The selective weed killer 2,4-D will 
eradicate them, along with other broad- 
leaved weeds that infest lawns. A second 
application may be necessary, and remem- 
ber to feed your lawn afterward in order 
to give it strength to recover from the 
chemical. 

Does Merion bluegrass seed germinate 
more slowly than other kinds of grass seed? 

Yes, Merion bluegrass seed is slower to 
germinate than other lawn grasses, gen- 
erally requiring 10 days to two weeks 
longer. However, it also germinates more 
evenly, and less seed is required for a 
given area. 

2 e z 

What is the true ‘‘shamrock’’? 

There is no true ‘“‘shamrock.” Actually 
no plant is botanically a shamrock, although 
various kinds, including species of clover, 
are used for it. Of these, perhaps the most 
popular for St. Patrick’s Day is Trifolium 
repens, the white clover, often a weed in our 
lawns. Another popular “‘shamrock” is the 
wood-sorrel, Oxalis acetosella, which grows 
in our moist, cool woodlands. All ‘“‘sham- 
rocks’? must have three leaves to symbolize 
the Trinity. 


~~ ~~ ~~ 
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What are some of the rules I should fol- 
low to get effective color in the garden? 

The subject of color is too involved and 
vast to cover in a question such as this. 
To get bold effects, however, mass plants 
of a single color rather than use too many 
colors which can be spotty even though 
they harmonize. Color contrasts, such as 
red and white or pink and blue are more 
striking than colors which blend. If you are 
using blue and pink, you may use purple, 
maroon or white, but keep away from 
orange and yellow. With orange and yel- 
low introduce blue, purple or white, but 
avoid pink, orange or red. Red, a difficult 
color, is most effective when used with 
green or white. It will also take certain 
values of blue and purple. 
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The Latest and Greatest Orlyt home greenhouse is a beautiful 
and bright gem of aluminum. ...A pride to own.... 
Simple to operate. Never needs paint — it’s maintenance- 
free — no parts to give out or wear out. Made of aluminum, 
alloyed for greatest strength and resistance to corrosion. The 
perfect “‘forever metal’’ for greenhouse construction. Designed 
into special greenhouse structural members with the same 
meticulous care as our largest estate and institutional 
greenhouses. 


Like all our home greenhouses, this new Orlyt of extruded 
aluminum is precision-made for easy assembly. Simple to 
put up, any time, anywhere. Goes together with stainless 
steel bolts and screws. Extra light and amply ventilated 
perfect for growing anything from violets to orchids. Dou- 
bles your garden pleasures and profits. Send for fascinating 
Free Booklet No. 70-M. 

See it for the first time at the Spring Flower Shows — 


Boston, Cleveland, Philadelphia, New York, 
Washington, D. C. and Hartford 


Extra sunlight for healthier Lightweight— simple to put Carefree automatic ventilation 
plant growth. vp with ordinary tools. to suit any crop or climate. 


LORD & BURNHAM 


DES PLAINES, ILL. IRVIN . N.Y. ST. CATHARINES, ONT. 








COMBINATION PLANTER SET 


Special combination offer of a $ 3 5 O 


graceful plastic swan watering 

pot and a mid-window planter. pestpeid 
Swan is available in coral, chartreuse, and red 
and holds over a quart of water. Planter comes 
in cherry red, forest green and onyx black 
trimmed with three-dimensional white plastic 
ornament. Fits any sash window. 


CLIFTON’S 
HORTICULTURAL SUPPLY 


Dept. H-3 414 Prospect Street 
No. Leominster, Massachusetts 


NOW — Golden-Toned 
SHASTA DAISIES! 


From the plant-breeding 
gordens of Europe has 
come this fantastic new- 
comer. Delicate golden- 
toned blooms are combined 
with rich luxuriant green 
foliage to give us the 
perennial choice of the 
year. Hardy under most 
conditions 


SHASTA DAISY 
COBHAM GOLD 
$2.75 each ppd. 
$7.65 for 3 ppd. 
Send 25¢ in coin fer © complete catalog in coler 
PITZONKA'S PANSY FARM 
& NURSERY 


BRISTOL, PA. 











Box 334 


Grande 
1954 CATALOG 


200 full color illustrations featuring 


@ PEONIES @ iRiS 

@ PHLOX @ GLADS 

@ OWN ROOT LILACS 

@ FLOWERING CRABS 

@ ORNAMENTALS FOR CATALOG 
@ PERENNIALS SEND 25¢ 


BRAND PEONY FARMS eee a ANN. 


FOR 
Better LAWNS 
And GARDENS 


Women Can Operate It 
Free Catalog. Write 
ESHELMAN, Dept. R-123 
119 Light St., Balto. 2, Md 
333 N. Michigan Ave 
Chicago 1, Ill 

7070 Hollywood Blvd 

Los Angeles 28, Cal 





African Violets from Seed 
From page 103 


notch in it. After using a match stick 
to make holes in the soil about one 
inch apart, I lifted each seedling with 
the fork, placing one in each hole 
and settling the earth around it. A 
piece of glass was set on top of the pan 
which was put back on the shelf and 
shaded from the sun. From now on, 
all watering was done from the top. 

Every seedling grew, and at the 
end of one month some were ready 
to be transplanted into two-inch clay 
pots. No fertilizer was used until new 
growth appeared; then the same weak 
solution of fertilizer was applied every 
two weeks. They were kept in these 
pots until they had finished their first 
blooming or were so crowded that 
they had to be moved to three-inch 
pots. At this time, I found out that 
the soil I had been using had not been 
sterilized. Before transplanting to three- 
inch pots, I put broken pieces of pot 
in the bottom of each, a little sphag- 
num moss, some charcoal and then 
filled them with the prepared soil. I 
then sterilized them for 12 minutes in 
my pressure cooker at 15 pounds. 
After this, I leached them with cold 
water twice and put them aside for 
several days before using. 

It will be readily understood that 
ninety-one plants in a small apartment 
posed a big problem, yet I could not 
bear to part with even one until I had 
seen it bloom. This is part of the joy 
of growing African violets from seed; 
you do not know what you will get. 

Utilizing the dining room window 
shelf, a tea wagon in front of it, a shelf 


at the spare-room window and five 
shelves fastened to the frame of the 
window in the back entrance, I ac- 
commodated all the plants until Sep- 
tember. By this time a number of them 
had bloomed, so I started to give some 
away to my friends. Those in the east 
window bloomed earlier than the others. 
Possibly this is due to the fact that 
they were closer to the glass. To pro- 
duce uniform growth of those at the 
south windows, I regularly moved the 
ones in the back row to the front and 
rotated each. 

Knowing I would continue to grow 
African violets, I decided to make a 
more permanent arrangement. For 
the dining room window, a 10-inch 
long bracket was found that could 
hold the 7!4-inch glass shelves far 
enough from the window to permit the 
venetian blind to be raised and low- 
ered. The drapes are hung on the wall 
to permit use of the full width of the 
window. The pots are set in five-inch 
pyrex glass dishes. 

For use in the spare room, I pur- 
chased a fluorescent lighting fixture 
of a type that has a 12-inch wide re- 
flector with two 40 watt tubes. The 
fixture is 48 inches long. My husband 
suspended it from the ceiling over a 
table on which is a galvanized iron 
tray, 20 inches wide by 50 inches long 
and 114 inches deep. This accommo- 
dates about 30 three-inch pots. The 
height of the fixture is such that the 
leaves of the plants are approximately 
10 inches from the bottom of the 
tubes. The lamp is kept on from 12 to 
14 hours each day, and the plants are 
not shaded from whatever natural light 
reaches them from the window. 


GENEREUX 


African violet Ulery’s Pink Wonder 
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During the winter months, the air 
in the apartment is very dry, so I find AY h e ] ° 
that it is necessary to increase the omet ing VYavre an exolic eee 
humidity around the plants by putting 
about an inch of turkey gravel under from the 


the pots in the pyrex dishes and about 
a half inch in the metal tray. The } ; CAP E CO D 
gravel is kept damp at all times. wor 

The venetian blind is kept down on f | ° S ° li 
sunny mornings, and res slats are , P anting pecia ist 
tilted so that direct sunlight does not ‘ 
shine on the plants. Those at the other The Lovely 


windows are covered with tissue paper 


to protect them from direct sunlight. ri ~,. 
On cold nights, the blind slats are TREE PEONY 
closed to protect the plants from the 
frost that will form on the window 

Add distinction and charm to 


glass. Strips of aluminum foil are placed d a i init 
, ur garden with a Tr ny— 
around the pot rims to protect the = ee 
truly a garden hallmark. 


stems and leaves from damage by the 

rough edges of the pots, as well as the 6 TO 8 INCH BLOSSOMS - 

moisture and acids they give off. These amazing plants produce 
Fertilizing is done religiously every gorgeous blossoms that measure 

two weeks during active growth, and Dormont 4-year-old field grown 6 to 8 inches. 

once a month, one drop of vitamin B1 Tree Peonies having 3 or more VERY HARDY: In all but the most extreme 

is put in a quart of water and the plants canes are now available for im- | areas the Tree Peony is hardy, and needs a 

watered with this solution. mediate shipment. These healthy minimum of care once it is established. 


This spring, I wanted to find out plants will produce from 3 to 5 
blossoms the first year. DISEASE RESISTANT - Tree Peonies are rela- 
seed grown under the fluorescent lamp. renee re ae = pests. They are 
ay ; -li ants an - 
I bought a package of 300 mixed seeds > Fee Ove - P eee ae = eee 
yet : COMPLETE LIST NOW nent investment for the garden. 
and, dividing them into two parts, 


I planted them in the same plastic 
dishes, and used vermiculite for the Also Available 


growing medium. The dishes were Vv Garden Roses 


what results could be obtained from 








placed under the lamp at a distance of 
#3, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


eight inches below the tubes. After v Helleborus Niger 
about a month, over 150 seedlings V 

had appeared and were transplanted Japanese Cherry 
into bulb pans. Four months later, ’ Laburnum Ay = 
my first bloom appeared — three 1 ea 

months earlier than those grown from v Japanese Yews 
seed in the south windows. I have ob- “ 

served that the plants grown under 
the fluorescent lamp are of compact 
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American Association of Nurserymen — New 








growth, have darker foliage, are earlier England Nurserymen Association— Massachusetts ; : 
blooming and are more adaptable to Nurserymen Association — Massachusetts Horti- Call NEW BEDFORD 2-0330 


, ural Soci 
change of environment. etierel Sastety 757 Washington St., Fairhaven 




















CORRECTION — The amount of fer- 
tilizer recommended for gladiolus on page 
54 of the February issue of HORTICUL- 


TURE should have read ‘(10 pounds of AT YHE SPRING FLOWER SHOW 


5-10-10”’ instead of ‘100 pounds’’ as 
printed. MARCH 14-20 . MECHANICS BUILDING, BOSTON 
See our: = 
Seeds For Democracy CEDAR FENCES 

ais ; i a All types. Pocket, Screen, Hurdle, Post 
Che people of the Philippines are grow- and Rail. 
ing and eating more and better vegetables 

HATE. 7 “ee i F ae GARDEN TOOL HOUSES 
because the American program, Seeds For . : : 
De al aon er 9.000.000 packets Made in sections. Easily erected by 

emocracy, has sent over 7, ; J packets anyone. Shipped anywhere. All sizes. 


of vegetables to the headquarters in San 
Francisco during the past six months. The per oen = yoy ; Ask questions of our 
omfortable, sm \ Q 
seeds were sent by garden clubs, 4-H . anes rustic cedar attendants. Take home 
, Leave outdoors in any weather. our descriptive folders. 
clubs, church groups, schools, women’s 


clubs, seed companies and _ individuals. WALPOLE WOODWORKERS Inc 
i 4 r 


For information about this organization 
and its program, write Seeds For Democ- 767 East Street, Walpole, Massachusetts 














racy, San Francisco, California. 
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Soil Requirements for 
Azaleas and Rhododendrons 


Dr. Clement G. Bowers, Maine, New York 


ZALEAS and rhododendrons in na- 
ture occur on acid soils, but 
the amount of acidity varies 

with species, some being much more 
than others. It has 
however, 


tolerant of lime 
been generally 
that those occurring in limestone re- 


observed, 


gions are usually growing on a layer 
of peat or leafmold above the lime 
and thus have their roots in acid soil 
on the immediate site. Therefore, an 
acid soil is almost universally pre- 
scribed as the first necessary condition 
in growing these plants. 

In order to know whether your soil 
is right for the rhododendrons and 
azaleas you want to grow, check care- 
fully on several practical points. It 
pays to test your soil occasionally or 
have it tested. Simple and inexpensive 
colorometric soil testing kits are easily 
available, or testing may be done by 
agricultural agents and experiment 
stations the 
testing solutions should not be more 
than a year old, since they lose their 
potency with age. On the “pH scale” 
by which soil acidity is measured, the 
7.0, which is too high 


For accurate readings, 


neutral point is 
for rhododendrons. The correct range 
is between pH 4.5 and pH 6.0, the 
best approximate reading being around 
pH 5.0. It is possible to get your soil 
too acid, and some azalea growers 
contend that the application of cal- 
cium salts in limited quantity benefits 
R. molle certain other azaleas. 


This should not be regarded as a rule, 


and 


however, and should be considered 
experimental and applicable only on 


calcium-deficient soils. 


Value of Peatmoss 
Peat (usually granulated dried 
sphagnum deposits) is an almost uni- 
versally accepted medium for growing 
rhododendrons and azaleas. In some 
Rochester, New 
abundant, 


regions, such as in 
York, where calcium is 
pure peatmoss to the depth of the 
plant roots apparently makes a safe 
and highly successful planting me- 
dium. Elsewhere, peatmoss mixed with 
the natural soil benefits it physically 


136 


as well as chemically, and it is a far 
better means of acidifying soil than 
the use of aluminum sulphate or other 
chemical salts. Acid leafmold, espe- 
cially from oaks, is useful for the same 
purpose. Sawdust and certain other 
mulching materials are also used. 
Organic materials for increasing soil 
acidity where needed by using acid 
peatmoss are considered preferable to 
treatment with inorganic chemicals, 
because, with organic acids, iron will 
remain available over a higher pH 
range. Certain chemical salts, how- 
ever, have been utilized as acidifiers. 


Use of Sulphur 

Ordinary sulphur, applied at rates 
not exceeding one pound per 100 
square feet per application, is one 
method of correcting alkalinity. In 
sandy soils it requires three quarters 
of a pound of sulphur to lower the soil 
1 pH degree, but in medium loam soils 
two to three times as much is needed. 
Actually, in heavy clay soils correction 
by inorganic chemicals seldom is fea- 
sible. A four-week interval between ap- 
plications is advised where more than 
one pound per 100 square feet is 
needed. Tannic acid, applied in weak 
solution, might also be used. In all 
cases, the application of these soil 
amendments should be followed by 
soil testing to measure the pH. 

Aluminum sulphate has been widely 
recommended as a soil amendment. 
It will increase acidity, but its contin- 
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ued application may produce alumi- 
num toxicity, so proceed cautiously. 
Other essential elements, beside 
iron, which are likely to be deficient 
in soils supporting these broad-leaved 
evergreens, are nitrogen, potassium, 
magnesium and some- 
manganese. 


phosphorus, 
times calcium, boron or 
Nitrogen is perhaps best supplied in 
the form of ammonium, either in well- 
rotted animal manure or as ammo- 
nium sulphate. Be careful, though, 
not to overdo the latter. Applications 
should be made in early spring only. 
One tablespoon of ammonium sul- 
phate to 10 quarts of water, applied 
through a watering pot, is often the 
only fertilizer needed on a well-bal- 
anced, well-mulched soil. Phosphorus 
may be applied in the form of super- 
phosphate, potassium as a sulphate or 
chloride and magnesium in the form 
of Epsom salts. It is unlikely that cal- 
cium, boron or manganese will be 
deficient in your soil. These mineral 
deficiencies manifest themselves by 
symptoms of chlorosis similar to those 
of iron deficiency. It may come as a 
surprise to some growers to realize 
that insufficient calcium can produce 


symptoms similar to those of excessive 


lime. 


Fibrous Soil Needed 

It should be understood that 
physical condition of the soil can be 
equally as important as its chemical 
condition. Good aeration of the soil 
is absolutely essential. Remember that 
almost all the species occur naturally 
on soils that are spongy, fibrous and 
filled with air-holes, and that some, in 
the tropics, are actually epiphytes, liv- 
ing in tree-tops like orchids. Like a 
damp sponge, the soil should be moist 
at the same time that it is airy. Now, 
organic matter is not necessary for this 
effect. Phenomenal growth has been 
produced quite successfully in the lab- 
oratory, where rhododendrons were 
cultured on pure quartz sand and in- 


See page 140 
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zaleas on a Hillside > 
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Fuchsias Stage a Comeback 


Joy Logee Martin, Danielson, Connecticut 


HOSE “garden belles,’ the fuch- 
sias, have made a new debut, 
coming out in surprising num- 

bers with an unusually beautiful range 

of colors from purest white to the 
deepest purple, blue and rose. Few 
plants have withstood the rise and 
fall of garden popularity so well. 

These potted “ladies’-ear drops” or 

“bleeding hearts” are as old-fashioned 

as gardens. Native to tropical America, 

with a few species from New Zealand, 
they were introduced into England 
from Chile about 1780. There were 

540 species and hybrids recorded in 

1848, whereas today there are well 

over 2000 named varieties. 

The fuchsia was named for the 
_ eos botanist, Leonard Fuchs, 
of tht 16th century. Most of our 
garden forms have come from Fuchsia 
magellanica, a small-flowered species, 
with the original fuchsia 
blue petals and red calyx lobes. Its 
variety Globosa is available today. 
Known as Little Jewel, it is a very 
bushy plant, with tiny bells which 
completely cover the fine foliage from 


early spring until the short days of 


December. The variegated form is a 
very attractive foliage plant. 
Appealing Blossoms 

To every real gardener, many plants 
have a special significance. The fuch- 
sias growing on our west terrace and 
in our northwest window boxes were 
a veritable part of my childhood. 
They attracted the bumble bees and 
butterflies, and hummingbirds would 
come also to sip nectar from the 
multi-colored, tubular bells. The plants 
from year to year, in- 
creasing in size and vigor. Early 
each spring they were taken from 


were grown 


the cool pit greenhouse, the old soil 
shaken from their roots, the plants 
pruned back, then potted in fresh, 
rich, garden loam. 

My father had 10 very green fingers, 
for it was almost unbelievable that 
the “‘sticks” he potted in early Febru- 
ary could bear such showers of bloom 
in July. His growing instructions were 
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color of 


simple: plenty of water and fertilizer 
with ample shade. It is true that with 
little care these plants will give abun- 
dant bloom throughout the summer. 
They are one of the very few profusely 
flowering plants that will thrive under 
shaded conditions. 


For Sunny Places 


Many kinds of fuchsias will also 
grow well in full sun, especially the 
single-flowered forms, such as Black 
Prince, with dark purple petals and 
red calyx, one of the oldest and 
best known hybrids. It is a strong 
grower, with showers of bloom. Little 
Beauty, also known in the east as 
Sailor Boy, a dwarf, bushy plant 
with lavender-blue petals and deep 
pink calyx, is excellent for window 
boxes. The Triphylla hybrids have 
reddish bronze foliage and grow 


equally well in sun or shade. One of 


the oldest and best in this group is 
Gartenmeister Bonstedt, the honey- 
suckle fuchsia, with lustrous brick 
red flowers. The tube is long and 
petals very short, flowering from the 
ends of the branches over a_ long 
period of time. It will continue bloom- 
ing throughout the year. 

Fuchsias lend color and enchant- 
ment to the partially shaded terrace 
when grown in hanging baskets or 
in pots to accent the corners or steps. 
On the west coast, they are more 
often planted in beds and _ borders, 
but here in the east we have better 
success confining the roots in pots, 
boxes or urns. There are many fine 
trailing kinds, well adapted for hang- 
ing baskets. Cascade is so floriferous 
it will cover the entire plant with 
bloom; a well grown specimen will 
trail for more than two feet. The 
flower petals are rose-pink with flesh 
pink calyx. 

Muriel, a very old variety, known 
as the hoop-skirt fuchsia because the 
flower petals are open and curved, 
has rose-pink blooms. It must be 
well pinched to make it branch into a 
shapely specimen. The variety Marinka 
is a double form with the same bright 
rose flowers. This type grows best 
in shade as too much sun will burn 
the leaf edges. An outstanding basket 


plant is America, having large coral- 
orange flowers, with long flesh tinted 
calyx. La Bianca, a new 1950 in- 
troduction, has splendid, all-white 
flowers. 

A wire basket from eight to 12 
inches in diameter, lined with sphag- 
num moss, makes an excellent con- 
tainer for growing the hanging type 
fuchsias. Clay pots may also be used, 
but plants must be carefully watered. 
It is disastrous to let a fuchsia dry out, 
as it will at once drop its buds and 
cease to bloom for some time. For 
the largest sized basket, four plants 
taken from four-inch pots will make 
a full flowered display in a few weeks. 
A good rich soil consists of one part 
compost, one part well decayed cow 
manure and two parts garden loam, 
with a generous sprinkling of bone- 
meal. The plants are strong feeders; 
when they are growing actively, top- 
dressing of any good organic liquid 
fertilizer, applied every three weeks, 
will keep them in full growth. 


Plants from Cuttings 
The best plants are grown from 
two-year-old roots, so it is wise to 
let a reliable florist start the plants 
from cuttings. However, if one has 
a greenhouse,-cuttings can be taken 
in January, when new growth begins. 
These are easily rooted in sand or 
peat with bottom heat in about two 
weeks. Place in two-inch pots and 
give as much sunlight as_ possible 
after they have become acclimated 
from the sand. Repot into three- or 
four-inch pots as soon as a good 
rootball is formed. The art of pinching 
is very important in making a well- 
branched plant. When the little plants 
are about four inches high, pinch 
back the first top leaves. As the growth 
breaks from the central stalk, pinch 
again when the branches are four 
inches long. To form a bushy plant, 

a third pinching is necessary. 
Fuchsias are also grown as “‘stand- 
“trees.” These are real 
works of art, for it takes time and 
patience to grow them to four-foot 
sized trees. About 30 years ago, tree 
fuchsias were grown in every estate 
See page 150 
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AMAZING NEW BEAUTY 
AFTER ONE FEEDING 


WITH 


Vertagreen’ 


Beauty that lasts! 
Energized Vertagreen 
brings amazing new beauty 
to your lawn and garden in 
just a few days after you 
feed it. And it goes on 
feeding grass and plants 

for weeks after you 
apply it. Famous 
golf courses use 
Vertagreen regular- 

ly, professional gar- 

deners choose it in 
preference to any 

other brand or any 

other method of 

plant feeding. 

For quick beauty 

that lasts .. . for 

a lawn that is the 

envy of your neighborhood . . . 
buy Vertagreen now from your 
garden supply dealer. 


Vertagreen is Easy 
to Apply 


It's easy to give 
professional care to 
your lawn, flowers 

and shrubs. Just spread 
Vertagreen and water 
in thoroughly 


Prize-Winning Flowers, 
Fruits and Vegetables 
Vertagreen helps develop 
healthier, greener grass 
and larger, better- 
colored flowers because 
it feeds three ways 
Follow simple directions 
on the bag. 


ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS 
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Soils for Azaleas 
From page 136 


organic mineral salts, from seed to bloom. 
Yet the most feasible garden method for 
getting this result is through the use of 
acid-reacting organic matter, such as peat, 
leafmold, sawdust and other media in the 
soil itself, to lighten it up and give it a 
spongy character. 

Moreover, the soil itself should not be 
a heavy clay, but should have enough 
sand and loam mixed in to afford good 
drainage. This important 
outdoors in regions of very heavy soil, 


is especially 


where either a gravel base or special drain- 
age should be installed beneath the rho- 
dodendron bed to insure the rapid percola- 
tion of water out of the bed and through 
the subsoil. Fortunately, most garden soils 
are well-drained, so that this need not be 
a problem everywhere. But on heavy soil, 
it should be checked. 

Whenever sawdust or similar material 
is used in the soil, nitrogen should be ap- 
plied because the bacteria and fungi caus- 
ing the decomposition of sawdust use up 
quantities of nitrogen and will deplete the 
soil of this valuable element, if more is not 
supplied. Add about 150 pounds of am- 
monium sulphate per ton of dry sawdust 
(or one pound per bushel) to offset this 
loss of nitrogen. Phosphorus is also de- 
pleted in the same way, so it is wise to add 
a small dose of superphosphate, too. 


Mulching Is Important 

With both rhododendrons and azaleas, 
the matter of mulching is important. Their 
roots are relatively shallow, and they are 
very delicate. They must have beth air 
and moisture. They need protection against 
extremes of heat and cold. In nature, 
leaves, moss and organic remains furnish 
a protective mantle which at once supplies 
this requirement and, also, adds nutrients 
to the soil as it slowly decomposes. 

In the northeast, the ideal mulch is a 
covering of oak leaves, applied to the sur- 
face of the soil in the autumn and allowed 
to remain throughout the year. For large 
species, the initial application may be 8 
inches deep. It will settle under the winter 
snows and slowly decay. Oak leaves are 
fibrous, contain much acid and decompose 

needles, likewise, make a 
mulch. The leaves of thin- 


slowly. Pine 
satisfactory 
leaved sorts, such as elms, and maples, de- 
compose quickly and, while acid at first, 
they soon disintegrate and become alkaline 
in reaction, losing their fibrous character 
in the process. It is advised, therefore, to 
use oak leaves or pine needles for mulching 
and to avoid the use of the other kinds of | 
leaves unless they are applied for winter 
protection only and removed in spring. 
Since root protection is needed in summer 
too, spring removal is not advised, how- 
ever. It is best, by all means, to use a 
mulch of oak leaves and allow it to remain 
permanently. This is especially important 
in regions where water is unfavorably 
“hard,” for the summer mulch, coupled | 





CLEA TS 


Growing clematis has been 
our business since 1893 
...and today we are 
America’s largest supplier 
of this regal vine. These 
graceful climbing plants 
—— a pageant of 
yeauty over a long period 
and will bring new beauty 
to your yard when grown 
on arbors, trellises, 
porches, stumps and posts. 


"Local Touch” Collection 


Sky Blue 
Deep Lavender — 


1 W. E. Gladstone 

1 William Kennett 
Early Variety 

1 Comtesse de Bouchard Pink 
Flowers 

1 Mme. Baron Veillard 


Small 


Lilac Rose 


4 for $5.75 


“Treasure Chest,”’ Special 
Rare Collector’s Items! 


1 Princess of Wales — Blue and Mauve 
1 Marie Boisselot Large Pure White 


1 Guiding Star — Crimson Purple 3 for $7 


We have only a few of these choice 
plants. 


Write for Free Color Folder 


JAMES |. GEORGE soninc. 


BOX Z FAIRPORT, N. Y. 


Va! 





| 
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WM 


Keep that sparkle 
in your lawn with 


Sct, 


LAWN CARE 
PRODUCTS 


Visit the Scotts dealer in your 
community at once, or write to 
OM Sxl & SONS CO 
71 Spring St, Marysville, Ohio 
Write today for “Lawn Care”. A 
two year subscription is FREE. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 

Burkleigh Compost Activator is entirely natural; 
organic. Makes sweet, earthy compost from leaves, grass 
clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, sawdust, manures if 
available. A little does much. Keeps full strength until used. 

Send only $1. for enough to activate up to two tons, 
plus complete instructions including "SECRETS OF SAW- 
DUST’ and special 32-page booklet, "GARDENING IN 
GOD'S WAY." 

ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery. 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. AR, Towson, Md. 
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with a moisture-retentive peaty soil below, 
will obviate the need of watering the plants 
at all during the summer, except in times 
of severest drought. 

If oak leaves are 
materials can serve for mulching. 
of sawdust appears to be quite successful 
when nitrogen is added to replace losses, 
eatmoss is also use- 


not available, othe: 


The use 


as suggested earlier. I 
ful, but is better if incorporated in the soil. 
As a mulch, it becomes dry on top, causing 
rain water tc run off rather than to soak in. 
To counteract this, 
leaves abeve the peaty mulch will keep it 
from drying and such run-off. 
Shredded cornstalks and many other sub- 
stances such as spent tanbark, peanut hulls 
been used. Grass 
nor are 


prevent 


and tobacco stems have 
clippings are not recommended 
buckwheat hulls. The planting of rhodo- 
dendrons under “high shade,’ as often 
recommended, is desirable in that a mulch 
is regularly provided by the natural falling 
of tree leaves above and excessive drying is 
This 


prevented by reason of the shade. 
and 


automatically provides satisfactory 
cheap maintenance. 
Rhododendron roots are 
located very near the surface. 
of the over them is often 
With the use of a proper mulch, cultivation 


delicate and 
Cultivation 
soil harmful. 


becomes unnecessary 





Hybrid Clematis 
From page 106 


Jackmani, violet purple 

Comtesse de Bouchard, pink 
Crimson Star, bright red 

Mme. Baron Veillard, lavender 
Gipsy Queen, dark purple 

Henryi, white 

Fairy Queen, pink 

Lawsoniana, blue and mauve 
Nelly Moser, mauve with red bars 
W. E. Gladstone, blue 

Ville de Lyon, carmine red 
Duchess of Edinburg, double white 
Prins Hendrik, azure blue 
Ascotiensis, violet blue 

The President, plum violet 
William Kennett, lavender 


The number of 
roses is increasing 
that we grow in combination with the 
clematis are the following. 

Blaze, red; Doubloons, yellow; Aloha, 
pink; June Morn, pink; Dr. J. H. Nicolas, 
pink; Crimson Glory (Climbing), crim- 
son; King Midas, yellow; New Dawn, 
light pink; Mrs. Arthur Curtiss James, 
yellow; Orange Glow, orange-yellow; Sil- 
ver Moon, white; Spanish Beauty, pink; 
Elegance, yellow; American Pillar, pink. 


climbing 
Some 


lovely 


every ycar. 





20th Birthday Year 
To commemorate its 20th birthday, the 
Berkshire Center, Stockbridge, 
Mass., will feature Assembly Room 
during April and May an exhibit of photo- 


Visi- 


Garden 
in its 


graphs depicting its 20-year history. 
tors are welcome. 
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GLADIOLUS, 


yPERB QUALITY 


BU 


FROM ou 


LBS 


OWN NURSERIES 
IN HOLLAND 


LILIES, 


BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS 


and many other varieties of BULBS, TUBERS, etc., 
of de JAGERS Superb Quality at moderate prices. 


Sent PREPAID in the United States 


de JAGER BULBS are known the world over for their beautiful 
blooms and high productivity. Extreme care is exercised at the 
de JAGER Nurseries in HOLLAND to assure the maintaining of 


this 85 year old standard of quality. 


Plant de JAGER Bulbs for Assured Loveliness 


SF de  fget &Uins Co-Su 


MASS 


88 ASBURY STREET. So. HAMILTON 


oe 


de JA 

s now a FREE SPRING CATALOG 

Notas SEND D ToDay FOR 

usteee pl esp MORITATIVE 
C 

AND FINEST STANDARD ora 


5) HOME OFFICE at HEILOO, HOLLAND 
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vallaria majalis fol. aureus variegatus). 


flowered lily-c 
3 for $4.00. 


CRATER LAKE « (Williams) 1954 introduction. A 
new “‘near-blue” gladiolus. 8 wide-open 5” flowers 
at once of lovely violet-blue. We are co-introducers 
of this fine new gladiolus. Each, large $2.00 
medium, each $1.50. 

GOLD BANK « Heavily ruffied and needle-pointed 


light yellow flowers forming a ribbon of rich color, 


Glowing deep > 


COMET e (Anemone-flowered) 
Each $1.00 


Greatly admired. Keeps very well 
3 for $2.75 

HOUSE OF ORANGE ¢ (Decorative) Perfect soft 
glowing renee Blooms constantly throughout the 
season. Each $1.75; 3 for $5. 

MAKE-UP e (Small Decorative) Deep rose-pink 
Beautiful. Superb for cutting. Each $1.00; 3 for 
$2.75 


DIDO OOO bbb bi ii bbb iii bib bbb ttt tot 


ADVANCE e Large pure white fore “4 with green 
striped throat. Each $1.00; 3 for $2. 


PRIDE’S 


SUL 5 ek LD 


&s S ee) AMERICA’S LARGEST COLLECTION! 
> 


instructive NEW FREE CATALOG lists 
Ga = exquisite varieties . . . including herbaceous, 
hybrid and species! Many rare imports! 


Write Dept. H-s = today! 


LOUIS SMIRNOW 
8 Elmcourt Drive * Sands Point, N. ¥ 


PRI DE’S PLANT NOVELTIES 


The GOLDEN-LEAVED LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 


It is the rare and beautiful form of the large 
f-the-valley with golden striped leaves. Only 100 plants will be available 
for sale in 1954. Supplied as dormant plants for earliest spring planting. 


NEW HYBRID GLADIOLUS NOVELTIES 


NEW DAHLIAS FOR 1954 


(All excellent for cutting and garden use 


NEW ISMENES 


Ismenes have beautiful fantastically shaped, very sweet smelling flowers on medium-tall stems 
May be used as pot plants or early flowering non-hardy summer bulb 


ORDER NOW FROM THIS PRE-CATALOG OFFERING!!! 





Exciting, New 


(Scientists call this plant Con 


Each $1.50; 


The few bulbs released 


opening 10 florets at once 
Each, 


in 1953 met with instantaneous approval 
large $1.50; medium, each $1.00 

LEIF ERICKSON e Sensational new creamy white 
Huge spikes of bloom. Considered the finest cream 
gladiolus today by most experts. Each, large $.25; 
10 for $2.50. 


yellow 


REEHORST ¢ (Semi-cactus) Rich deep 


Excellent in every way. Each 


with broad florets 


$1.00; 3 for $2.75. 


Won Challenge Cup 
Brilliant red 
3 for $2.75. 


TORNADO ©« (Semi-cactus 
as best new dahlia from Holland 
Keeps exceptionally well. Each $1.00; 


SULPHUR QUEEN e Primrose yellow with light 
yellow and green stripes in throat. Each $1.60; 
3 for 50. 


“Plant with Pride” 
BOX 431 WORCESTER, MASS. 
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THE WORLD'S FINEST ay 


Write for illustrated 
catalog of OREGON GROWN 
ROSES ... in full color. 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN caowers =)s 


BOX 5076-h © PORTLAND 13, ORE. O77 M// 





Clara Froo-Froo 


Miss Froo-Froo turns up her nose 
at all but the most costly speci- 
mens of flora. Pays up to $75 
for a single bulb. Has custom- 
made plant food flown in from 
Venezuela every week. Looks 
down her lorgnette at Vigoro* 
because she can't believe it could 
possibly be specialized enough 
for her posies and lawns. 2, 


72) 


Miss Froo-F roo is not as unusual 
a gardener as you might think. 
Many people believe that a plant 
food must carry a big price tag 
and a fancy label to be effective. 

They fail to realize, as you 
might, that Vigoro is not only 
complete, but scientifically bal- 
anced to give amateur and expert 
alike the best results. Proof of 
this is the fact that gorgeous 
flowers have been grown in sterile 
sand with no other nourishment 
but Vigoro. 

The truth is, you might pay 
more for some plant foods or use 
less of others, but you actually 
can’t feed better than Vigoro, 
the most widely used plant food 
in the world. 

Use either regular Vigoro or 
new water soluble Instant Vigoro. 


*Vigoro is the trade-mark for Swift & Company's 
complete, balanced plant food 


Regular 
VIGORO 
teva a 

Instant 
VIGORO 


— 
Warte SOLUBLE | 





Cabbages and Their Cousins 


Harry A. Nickerson, Dorchester, Mass. 


sp crucifers, as their Latin-derived 
name ‘‘cross-bearing”’ indicates, have 
flowers with four petals in the shape of a 
cross. 

Probably the most planted crucifer is 
the order of brassica, or cabbage. There 
are early and late, pointed and round- 
headed, savoy (crinkled), red (purple), and 
Chinese “‘cabbage’’ is 
celery and 


other cabbages. 
sometimes called 
seems to be more nearly related do the 
mustards than to the cabbage. Most back- 
yard gardeners like to plant the fairly early 
Golden Acre green cabbage, noted for its 
fine, tender, medium-sized heads. In the 
cabbage 


cabbage, 


south particularly, there is a 
disease called ‘“‘cabbage yellows” and there 
have been developed — yellows-resistant 
strains of Golden Acre and other varieties, 
which usually are somewhat smaller than 
the standard types. For a late, large type, 
Danish Ball Head or a selection from it, 
Penn State Ball Head, is much used. 
Savoy types are considered of especially 
fine quality for home planting. Cabbage 
can be planted in a hotbed or indoors about 
two months before it is transplanted out of 
doors and as it is hardy it will stand light 


frosts in the fall. 


Brussels Sprouts 

Brussels sprouts, another brassica, like 
| other members of the cabbage family, need 
a continuous supply of moisture. A fairly 
heavy soil seems to be better than sandy 
loam. May or early June planting gives 
sprouts in the fall when they are at their 
best; slight frosts give them a better taste. 

Long Island Improved is standard. 
Cauliflower seems to be very capricious 
one year it will give beautiful heads and 
another an infected seedbed may result in 
not a single good head because of club root. 
It is not as hardy as cabbage or Brussels 
sprouts and frost may cause small white 
heads to turn yellow or rot. Plenty of 
nitrogen in the soil is needed for strong 
growth, as it is for cabbage. A few days 
of dry soil at the root mean 
heads. Select seed is worth the extra cost. 
Io insure continuous growth it is better 


may poor 


to wait until danger of frost is past before 
setting in the open ground. Both cauli- 
flower and cabbage are often sold as small 
plants with little or no earth on the roots. 
Starting your own under glass in a hotbed 
or coldframe should produce better plants 
than the tired specimens offered in stores. 
Varieties of Snowball and Erfurt are used; 
the earlier cauliflower mature in 82 days 
or so, while very late ones may require at 
least four months. 

Since cauliflower heads tend to darken 
standard 


summer sun, it is 


together the top leaves, 


under hot 
practice to tie 
using soft twine, tape or raffia when the 


| white curds begin to appear in sight. 


Broccoli seem to do reasonably well for 
almost everyone. For best results, it needs 
early thinning, and a fairly large amount 
of continuous moisture. Transplanting 
usually gives better root systems. If trans- 
planting any brassica, it is better to use 
the larger plants with good root systems 
and to discard the inferior specimens. 
Well-grown broccoli may attain a height 
of three feet or more. Calabrese (the 
Italian name for broccoli), also called 
Italian Green Sprouting, is a standard sort. 

The usual brassicas are planted about 
two feet apart each way, although some 
small, early cabbage will stand closer 
planting. 

A mustard called Prizewinner 
awarded a 1951 Medal as an All-America 
Selection. Mustard, which in its wild form 
is a pestiferous weed, is highly prized by 
some for greens. 

The turnip is botanically called Brassica 
rapa. Unlike the edible top brassica, the 
turnip does not need much nitrogen in the 
soil; in fact too much nitrogen may cause it 
to go too much to tops at the expense of 
the root. It will use a lot of potash and 
phosphoric acid. Turnips are at their best 
when quickly grown and when picked 
small. Lack of lime or boron deficiency 
may cause tough, cracked, bitter turnips; 
boron may be supplied in the form of a 
teaspoonful of borax to about five gallons 
of water. 

Rutabagas appear in the markets in late 
fall, and frequently are planted in July, 
following some early crop. Turnips and 
rutabagas do better in the cooler sections 
of this country. They have few diseases; 
aphids on the leaves yield to the usual nico- 
tine sulphate solutions. 


was 


Controlling Pests 

Most of the brassica family have numer- 
ous pests and diseases. Among them are 
the green cabbage worm and the cabbage 
looper. The green cabbage worm is 
hatched from eggs laid by the whitish 
cabbage butterfly. Hand picking and 
stomach poisons are remedies; rotenone 
is a standard stomach poison and does not 
harm warm-blooded creatures. 

The cabbage (root) maggot comes from 
eggs laid by a small black fly on the stem 
of the brassica near the roct. A three-inch 
wide collar of tar paper around the stem, 
down in the ground say three-fourths of an 
inch, will discourage egg-laying. Cabbage 
aphids, like other aphids, are killed by 
contact poisons, which must strike the 
body of the aphid to be effective; Black 
Leaf 40 is a standard nicotine preparation. 

‘Two very serious diseases are black leg 
and club root. Black leg appears on small 
plants as a blackening of the stem near 
the root, plus a “‘weazening”’ of the stem 
at that point. Diseased plants should at 
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once be 
itself in 
and the 
heads or die. Club root stays in the ground 
at least four years, possibly seven years, 


bunchy, gnarled, swollen roots, 


and crucifers should not be planted for 
that time. Nor should mustard weed be 
allowed to grow in ground infected with 
club root. There are chemical prepara- 
tions available for soaking the seed and 
seed bed and for the prevention of cabbage 


diseases, but liming the ground is con- | 


sidered very helpful, also. Boron deficiency 
sometimes manifests itself in cracked roots, 
poor heads, and, in the case of cauliflower, 
in brown spots on the white ‘“‘curds.” A 


teaspoon of borax to about five gallons of 


usual remedy for boron defi- 
ciency, the 


fertilizers available in small package form, 


water is a 


or one of so-called ‘‘trace”’ 


may be used. 


New Aluminum Greenhouse | 


to NEWS to indoor gardeners con- 
cerns the new aluminum home green- 
houses that will be available this spring. 
The first in a series of styles and sizes will 
be an Orlyt. Other models will follow later. 

Aluminum many characteristics 
that are especially desirable. Once the 
greenhouse is set up, it requires no main- 
out, as no paint is 
out. A 


has 


tenance, inside or 
needed, nor does it rust or 


greenhouse that depends upon putty glaz- 


wear 


ing and metal clips is bound to leak 
in time, but in the new Orlyt, the glass 
is set in special rubber channels that 
are a cushion against vibration, expansion 
and contraction. These are protected 
from deterioration with aluminum barcaps 
the The seal is perfectly 
weather-tight, 

the 


over outside. 
cannot 
This 


result 


glass 
leak. 
the 
The screws, 


and since 


slip down, roof cannot 


makes it weather-tight, with 
that it is economical on fuel. 
bolts, hinges and other fastenings are of 
stainless steel, hot galvanized steel‘ or 
aluminum, so there is no danger of rust. 
Condensation that forms on the glass 
and bars is carried off by skillfully built-in 
details. The water flows down the glass 
and bars into deep drip gutters and empties 
through weep holes at the eaves. Ventilat- 
ing sash is ample in size to suit any crop 
or climatic condition. There are two lines 
of roof ventilators, one on each side of 
the ridge, extending from one end of the 
greenhouse to the other. Operation can 
be automatic, with motor-driven 
operators that open and close these sash 
by thermostatic control, according to the 
inside temperature. The door is strong 
and neatly put together and swings on 
stainless steel hinges. There are no sliding 
tracks to leak air and clog with ice, so 
they have to be thawed out on winter days 
Glass in the new design is larger than 
the present Orlyt 30 
inches wide by a 50-inch 
This will admit more sunlight, thus result- 


too, 


greenhouse 


basic length 


in 


ing in a bigger plant yield and _ better 
quality in less time. 
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destroyed. Club root manifests | 


ylants eventually produce poor | 
| ’ 


New SHASTA DAISY 
MOUNT HOOD 


A glorious new perennial now available for the 
first time from 


WALTER MARX GARDENS 


The illustration portrays some idea of the 
beauty of these snowy white chrysanthemum- 
like flowers measuring almost 4 inches in 
diameter. The blooming season is late June 


and July after the flush of spring 


color is past. Young plants continue to produce flowers until hard frost. 


Unlike other varieties the stiff 214 foot stems stand erect eliminating the 
wonderful garden plant but will 


necessity of staking. Mt. Hood is not only a 


also provide the loveliest flowers for cutting you ever saw. 


We have thoroughly tested this new Shasta 


Daisy and predict it will displace 


other double varieties now on the market just as soon as stock permits. 


STRONG HEAVY ONE YEAR PLANTS 


Each $1.50 3 for $3.75 


6 for $6.95 Postpaid 


Shipment will begin in early March 





Every flower lover will want a copy of the most beau 


white. Send 25c now for your copy! 





COLOR CATALOG READY MARCH Ist. 





tiful catalog yet published by WALTER 


MARX GARDENS. 64 pages with 80 color illustrations (many brand new) and scores in black and 





Wdlr barr burdas Box 38-H * BORING, OREGON 








Ilex crenata convexa (Box-leaf Holly). 
15-18 inches 


18-24 inches 


$6.50 15 
9.50 18 


Leucothoe catesbaei (Irooping Leucot hor 
12-15 inches 


15-18 


tie 


4.00 1s 
5.00 18 


nches 


Write for our 1954 
catalog — a complete 


listing of quality stock 


Brown and Winter St., Weston 93, 
Wellesley 5-343) 





Rhododendron Hybrids 


AZALEAS 


GHENT (Azalea gandavensis) 
orange, yellow shades, Late 
18-24 inches 
3 feet 
KOREAN (Azalea poukhanensis). Lav- 
ender tones with dark spots. 
15-18 inches. . k 
18-24 inches 
ROYAL (Azalea schlippenbacchi) 
Light pink shades; large blossoms 
15-18 inches 
18-24 inches 
TORCH (Azalea kaempferi). 
orange-red shades 
15-18 inches 
18-24 inches 


JAPANESE 
FLOWERING CHERRIES 


Prunus serrulata Kwanzan. Bright 
pink, double, drooping cluster 
3-4 feet 
6-7 feet ° e 
Prunus serrulata Mt. Fuji. Double, 
white flowers 


Red, 


Bright 


$4.50 
12.00 


DOGWOODS 


Cornus florida (White Flowering Dog 


5-6 feet 
Cornus florida rubra (Vink Flowering 
Dogwood). 
3-4 feet 
4-5 feet 


BROADLEAF EVERGREENS 


Rhododendron carolinianum 
Rhododendron). Small, clear pink flowers 


(Carolina 


18 inches 

24 inches 

Named Varie 
sin Red, Pink and White; large flowers 
18 inches : 


° eecesce 9.00 
24 inches.. 11.00 


WESTON NURSERIES INC. 





Frankland St., H 


P , Mass. 
Hopkinton 2011 














Get the Results 
You Want with 


y Star Reses 


Rose lovers the world over know “STAR” 
means roses of unsurpassed quality and beauty 

the pick of international favorites and prize- 
winning varieties. Every Star Rose plant is grown 
with expert care in ideal soil and climate. This 
vigorous head start takes the guesswork out of 
your rose garden. Every Star Rose is guaranteed 
to bloom 


* HALL OF FAME HT SELECTION 


Peace. HT, All Time Queen of Roses 
(3 or more, $2.20 ea.) 

Chrysler Imperial. HT, Deep crimson. $2.75 ea. 
(3 or more, $2.40 ea.) 

Dr. Debat. HT, Smooth, rich pink. 
(3 or more, $1.75 ea.) 

ONE OF EACH OF ABOVE PAT. HT'S, ONLY 

(OFFER U-242) 


* STAR FLORIBUNDA OFFER 

Lilibet. Soft, princess pink 
(3 or more, $2.20 ea.) 

Cocorico. Gay orange-scarlet 
(3 or more, $1.75 ea.) 

Goldilocks. Rich, golden yellow. osOl.ae 
(3 or more, $1.55 ea.) 


ONE OF EACH OF ABOVE PAT. FLoriBuNoAS, $5.50 
(OFFER 3-242) 


(AARS) 


$2.50 ea. 


. $2.00 ea 


$6.35 


Order now. We ship postpaid at proper planting 
time for your locality. And send for our NEW 
FREE 1954 CATALOG, a reliable full-color 
guide to the world’s finest roses. 


Si ar 1N\OS€S 


THE CONARD-PYLE Co. 
Our 57th Year « West Grove 242, Pa. 





SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES 
PERFECT GARDEN LABELS 


Lead pencil markings 
permanent 


Really reliable. Millions 
in satisfactory use. Beau- 
tiful gray-green color 
blends with garden picture 

Five Style for Border, 
Rock Garden, Show Gar 
den also Tie-on and Pot 
Labels 


HOWARD HAMMITT 
13 Lewis St., Hartford 3, Conn 


DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 








New SUB-ZERO 
Evergreen livy 


Special Strain Stands 
20° Below ZERO 


Enjoy the glossy, evergreen leaves / 
of this English Ivy all winter on house- & 
walls, chimneys, garden walls. Also beau- 
tiful ground cover. Strong potted plants now 
first time at popular prices 
3 for $2.50; 6 for $ 4.50 

12 for $8.50; 25 for $15.00 
(12 Ivies will cover average house.) Supply still 
limited, so order today or send for Free Catalog 
and Planting Guide describing other evergreen 
Ivies, Myrtle, Winterercerer, Pachysandra, etc 


Thorndale Farm, dept. C-6, Woodstock, lilinois 


HOUSE 
PLANTS 


Dept. B 





Fancy-leaf Geraniums, Rare 

Begonias, Crossandra, Afri- 

can Violets, Orchids. New 

illustrated catalog sent on 
request 


PEARCE SEED CO. 
Moorestown, New Jersey 
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


Magnolia loebneri ‘‘Merrill’’ begins to bloom at the early age of five years 


A New Magnolia 


I' rAKES a long time for many woody 


plants to grow to flowering size 
from seed, and magnolias are no ex- 
ception. E. H. Wilson used to say that 
it would take over 15 years for Mag- 
nolia kobus to flower when grown from 
far too long for home garden- 
ers to [he star magnolia (M. 
stellata), on the other hand, will bloom 
after the 
one of the reasons why it is 


seed 
wait. 
about seven years seed is 
sown 
widely planted and the kobus mag- 
nolia is not. Crosses between these two 
species have been known for many 
years, but most of the resulting plants 
had little to offer ornamentally. 

A cross between these two species 
the Arnold Arboretum 
in 1939, under the direction of Dr. 
Karl Sax. Later, when he was director 


was made at 


of the Arboretum, Dr. Sax named this 
cross Magnolia loebneri Merrill, in honor 
of the former director and great bot- 
anist, Dr. E. D. Merrill. Although this 
event was Clearly described in Arnoldia 
12: 6, May 2, 1952, it is unfortunate 
that the name has been misspelled in a 
widely circularized nursery catalogue. 
Also, the responsibility for making 
the cross has been mis-reported in a 
recent issue of Horticutture. These 
notes are merely to “put the record 
straight” this excellent 
ornamental tree. 

The Merrill magnolia 
bloom when it is about five years old. 
Like MM. stellata, its white flowers ap- 
pear early (before the leaves) and have 
nearly as many petals but they are 
wider, giving more substance to the 


concerning 


begins to 


FE DDD DEDHAM HOODOO ZK 


Pate enter my 


}1 Year at 
$3.00, saving 
me $1.20 on the 
single copy price. 


Vame 
Mreet 


City Zone 


EO OQOHQIQHOQS 


HORTICULTURE subscription 
300 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, BOSTON 15, MASS. 


“9 

$5.00, saving 
me $3.40 on the 
single copy price. 


Years at []3 Years at 
$7.00, saving 
me $5.60 on the 


single copy price. 


State {mt. enclosed $ 


D220 


DHOOM, 


HORTICULTURE 





flower. The original seedling is now a 
18 feet tall, with a single, 
(The star magnolia, how- 
with several small 


tree over 
sturdy trunk. 
ever, grows slowly, 
trunks and trees 40 years old are not 
that tall.) For its threefold character- 
istic of early spring bloom, symmetri- 
cal habit, and vigorous growth, this 
new magnolia will prove to be a de- 
cided addition to any garden. It 


Merrill magnolia grows in shapely 
fashion around a single trunk 


should easily become one of the most 
popular of the early flowering orna- 
mental trees for the northern part of 
Donald Wyman 


Arnold Arboretum 


the country. 


Sculptured Bromeliads 
From page 125 


(temperature, 65 to 70°F.). Do not 
try to root them in a propagating case 
with high humidity, since they may 
rot if kept too wet. After roots are well 
formed, shift the young plants to larger 
pots and give them a night tempera- 
ture of 60°F. 

Another shift will be necessary dur- 
ing the summer and a light shade may 
be needed. Too much direct sunshine 
may destroy the foliage. On the other 
hand, too much shade will prevent the 
development of richly colored foliage. 
Always, however, bromeliads need 
plenty of light and ventilation. Further 
re-potting should not be necessary 
unless the plants make unusually vig- 
you wish to grow 


orous growth or 


them in larger clusters. 











Pure VERMONT MAPLE Syrup 
Direct from our Maple Orchard, which is 
Nature’s Own Garden 
Vt. Grade A $6.50 Gallon prepaid 
Fancy $7.40 Gallon prepaid 
Write: for other quantities, sizes 
MAPLEMOUNT FARM 


Box 80 Enosburg Falls, Vermont 














Tremendous Volume of 


Our huge operations growing millions of 
trees and shrubs yearly means we can 
offer some of America's outstanding 
values. Here are just a few (more in 
our free Catalog). All are POSTPAID. 


MOLLY. 


This offer comprises 6 plants 2 
different varieties as follows 


4 HARDY AMERICAN HOLLY— 
these have extra green leaves 
red berries (Pyramidal Tree 
type 3 female plants, red ber 
ries; one male plant for pollen 


2 JAP. HOLLY (an Evergreen Shrub-type plant AN 6 
plants 4’’ to 6’’ high with a mass of roots, from 2! 
pots. Postpaid at planting time 


25 EVERGREENS $5.00 


3 to 5 year healthy selected trees, 6’ to 16’’ tall. 5 each 
of: Colorado Blue Spruce, Norway Spruce, Austrian 
Pine, Scotch Pine, Douglas Fir. Postpaid at planting 
time 
(ROSA RUGOSA) 
LOW GROWING. Two 
year old seedlings that 
will make an ideal back 
or garden fence 
é be easily trimmer 
40 formal type 
-d and white 
fer p’’ to 3%” 
15 clusters of brick-red fruit 
le in fall. Almost everbloom 
pos tenis ing. 10 plants 10°’ to 18’ 
tall shipped at planting 
time 


COLORADO BLUE. Very superior, 
well-branched 6-year old trans 
plants, 8 to 14 inches tall. Hand 
some specimens or hedge. Blue 
color, 











5 BLUE 
SPRUCE 


$3.50 


green to marvelous blue 


Shipped Postpaid at planting time 


MILLION 
TREES A YEAR 


INSURES GREATEST VALUES . 


All two-year transplants 3 to 8 inches 

tall, in individual planting bands, with 

abundant fine roots and large leaves 

Both varieties hardy, prefer partial shade and acid soil 
Rhododendrons hybrid seedlings from red plants, 
Avaleas, 3 orange 3 red. An outstanding value, will 
give you years of gorgeous flowers, add much beauty 
to your garden. All 12 plants packed for safe arrival 
shipped at planting time, postpaid 


This offer makes an ideal start on 
foundation planting at a minimum 
! branched, twice 


st. All trees are 
distributed as follows 


tes ansplanted 

: JAPANESE YEW upright, com 
act, cone mages with dense rich 

green foliag Does well in sun or 

shade. 10°’ o 16’’ tall 

5 PFITZER JUNIPER 

green foliage; a fast growing spreading 

type evergreen for sunny spots. 10’’ to 

12’ tall 

All 10 evergreens shipped at proper planting time 


NEW CATALOG FREE 


Lists many outstanding values in Evergreens, Shade, 
Fruit and Nut Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Ornamentals 
Sent with each order from this ad; or write today for 
your copy 


MUSSER 


beautiful blue 


FORESTS, INC., BOX 8-C 
INDIANA, PA. 














Spring 
PLANTING TIME 
IS HERE 


| i IS TIME to arrange for that 
hedge of Hatfield or Hicks Yew, 
those Hemlocks for a background for 
or the planting around 
lines, for 


the border, 
the house to soften its 
Azaleas or other flowering shrubs 
or for any addition you may want for 


the home grounds. 


Perhaps some tree for the lawn such 
as the Flowering Crab or Dogwood 
or the new Moraine Locust. 


Send for our spring 


catalog or write us 


about wants 


CHERRY HItl 
NURSERIES 


( Established in 1832) 


your 


West Newbury Massachusetts 


























GLADIOLUS 


Gladiolus is America’s most popular 
flower having passed the rose two 
years ago. And no wonder as it has so 
many good points. Glads have a 
greater color range than any other 
flower, as well as many beautiful 
forns. They range in size from the 
miniatures, not much more than an 
inch across, to the giants over 8 
inches in diameter. 

They are easy to grow and will give 
you more garden pleasure than any- 
thing else I know of. I don’t know any 
more fun than going out to the garden 
in the morning and seeing the new 
beauties that opened up during the 
night. Many are as beautiful as or- 
chids. There are varieties suited for 
every possible purpose. 

Our collection of glads is at least 
equal to any in the world—100 acres 
—several hundred varieties. We de- 
scribe about 400 varieties in our 
catalog. 

By the way, we think our catalog is 
the most helpful and best one pub- 
lished—80 pages—many pictures. 
We will send you one for 10 cents, 
coin or stamps. 


Let’s make this a Glad year 
ELMER GOVE 
Champlain View Gardens 
Box H, BURLINGTON, VERMONT 
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Landscape 
with Iris 


. .. from Washington's famous 
Yakima Valley bloom in spring 
and again in the foll, produc- 
ing large vigorous flowers. 


Select any 5 for only $250 
All 1! for only $395 . 52. 


INTMENT 


ORDER EARLY — AVOID DISAPP 
AUTUMN QUEEN 
AUTUMN FROST 
AUTUMN HAZE 
BLACK MAGIC 
DORCAS HUTCHESON 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT... 
KANSAS INGLESIDES 
SANGREAL .. 


Frosty white 

Lavender bive and violet 
Near black 
Pansy purple 
Dark blend 
Bronzy red 

. Citron yellow 
SOUTHLAND Bright yellow 
SUREFIRE . « « Pale cream 
WHITE AUTUMN KING . . Creamy white 


JOHN H. MARBLE 


Box K, Grandview, Wash. 


Here's the World Famous 
W-W COMPOST GRINDER 


MAKES COMPOST 
THE WAY YOU 
WANT IT... 


How only 
$124.50 


LESS MOTOR 
F. O. B. WICHITA 


Make your own compost with this versatile grinder 
thot shreds, grinds, and screens tough organic matter, 
wet or dry, into ideal compost material, mulch, or 
fertilizer. It also mixes and screens soil, compost, and 
other fertilizer fine enough for seeding flats. Sepa- 
rates trash. This portable model is gas or electric 
powered. Motor optional. Available in heavier mod- 
els. Write for literature, and name of user near 
you. If your dealer doesn't supply it order direct. 


W-W_ GRINDER CO 


DEPT. J WICHITA, KANSAS 


“Fudbiies / 


Late Introductions 
POSTPAID TO YOU 





4 PLANTS for 
8 PLANTS for 
ALL DIFFERENT AND NAMED 
ILLUSTRATED COLOR CATALOG 
Sent ONLY with order 


BERKELEY HORT. NURSERY 
1310 McGee Ave., Berkeley 3, Calif. 








Cardinal Flower 
10 for $3.00 Postpaid 


Lobelia cardinalis. One of the show- 
iest of our native Wild Flowers. Deep 
red flowers on a stalk 2 to 4 feet high 
during August. Thrives in moist gar- 


den soil or naturalized along the 
border of a pond or brook. ORDER 
NOW for early spring delivery. 


Send cash, check or M.O. to 
JOHNSON’S NURSERIES 
Southwick, Mass 








! 
| 








English Gardens 
From page 172 


it serves as illustration of what owners 
of such gardens are striving almost 
universally to do. The garden of Pens- 
hurst, from 1560, been 
reconstructed and restored 
World War II; the ancient form re- 
tained, the texture simplified and 
borders planted with flowering shrubs 
and lillies. And where once trim knot 
gardens filled the box-edged parterres 
Poulsen roses provide a mass of bloom. 

It is, I think, inevitable that gardens 


dating has 


since 


administered by a Trust, even those of 


the show places in private hands but 
open to the public, lose a certain in- 
timacy that privacy alone can give. 
Something of the original atmosphere 
is lost when they are no longer under 
the hand of individual ownership; 
something of regret, even nostalgia; 
some sense of the museum piece creeps 
in. 

There are, however, exceptions in 
both instances. Lord Aberconway’s 
garden at Bodnant, generally regarded 
as the finest of contemporary British 
gardens, is one such exception. Sissing- 
hurst in Kent is another exception; the 
home of the Hon. Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
old Nicolson Miss Victoria Sack- 
ville-West as she is widely known, not 





ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS 
FRUIT TREES and ROSES for every loca- 
tion in your gorden — described and 
illustrated in our 32-page color catalog 
for modern gardeners. Send for a copy 
today before you buy 


GO vert.u RTE. 1 
HILLSBORO, OREGON 











only as one of England’s finest con- 
temporary writers, but also as an 
extremely knowledgeable gardener. 

One official leaflet singles out both 
Hidcote and Sissinghurst among the 
few gardens which are notable for a 
rare combination of beauty, typical 
charm and horticultural interest. Curi- 
ously enough the words Miss Sackville- 
West used in describing Hidcote apply 
equally to her own garden — “It ap- 
peals alike to the advanced gardener in 
search of rare or interesting plants, and 
on the aesthetic side to the mere lover 
of beauty.” 

The public may wander at will 
there almost any day of the year, yet 
you are not aware that this is other 
than a private garden, intimate and 
individual still. Nor as you walk be- 
tween the tall yew hedges, passing 
from one small garden to another, do 
you detect any trace of regret, but 
sense everywhere about you the in- 
definable charm of a characteristic 
English garden at its best. 

Certain impressions have remained 
with me from that swift passing sum- 
mer in England a year ago. I arrived 
when the hawthorn was in flower, and 
the countryside appeared to my hun- 
gry eyes as one entire landscaped gar- 
den. That impression remained — a 
green and white garden, for the elder- 


New Flowers 
—IIlustrated 


Unusual Flowers from Far Places. Illustrated and 
interestingly described. Catalog of Seeds—Bulbs— 
Plants. Ask for your copy, Dept. B. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 
HORTICULTURE 








MOORESTOWN 
NEW JERSEY 








berry followed the hawthorn, decking 
the hedges anew with bosses of white. 

It was everywhere apparent that the 
geranium and the fuchsia have staged 
a tremendous come-back. This trium- 
phant return of the geranium is a 


tribute to its gay brilliance and gener- | 


osity of bloom, its unexacting needs 
and all-round adaptability which al- 
lows it the unchallenged claim of being 
without peer either as a pot plant or 
for the window box and formal bed- 
ding out. Nor do I remember seeing so 
many fuchsias, from the natural hedges 
in the south to the carefully trained 
standard plants set in wooden tubs 
such as they favored in Shrewsbury, to 
the masses of fuchsia-red bloom across 
the walls at Bodnant. Geranium and 
fuchsia, invariably together in com- 
pany, seemed to be used countrywide, 
brightening the old inns and country 
towns alike. 

Finally, there is the famous Kew 
Gardens, and there is Hampton Court 
which is perhaps the truly great Eng- 
lish garden of all time, for nowhere 
else can you see so clearly the whole 
story of English garden history, and 
what we have adapted and what 
retained in garden art. 

Everywhere, up and down the coun- 
try you will find gardens. Not only the 
great and formal or the famous places, 
but the small, undesigned amateur’s 
gardens. 

You will see in these gardens many 
familiar faces your own native flow- 
ers which have long since been re- 
garded as_ old-fashioned flowers 
asters, phlox and bergamot, evening 
primrose, sunflower and goldenrod. If 
sometimes we mix them in strange 
array, mingling boldly magenta with 
scarlet in defiant flamboyance, yet it is 
invariably, you will notice, tempered 
and tranquillized by the pervading 
green of hedge and lawn and sur- 
rounding countryside. 

I went to Sissinghurst again in mid- 
October just before I left. The gentians 
were azure-blue alongside the yew; 
bright red fallen apples lay on the 
green grass beneath bare boughs. I re- 
membered, as I stood there, that Sis- 
singhurst Castle, fragment of a once 
lovely fabric, was in great disrepair 


and surrounded by a wilderness of 


weeds when Mr. and Mrs. Nicolson 
made it their home in 1930. Today, I 
thought, the garden lives again as tes- 
timony to the Englishman’s abiding 
love for a garden, and gives assurance 
that when one paradise is seemingly 
lost in ruin, another paradise — dif- | 
ferent but contemporary in spirit 
may be regained 


March 1954 


Now raise your own 
favorite flowers from 

~ . (dé ‘professional’ seeds 
Exclusive! A~ with full directions! 


Floribunda 


ee ee Be first among your gardening friends to 


raise exclusive strains directly from seed! 
Ball seeds are traditionally grown for 
florists. Now we offer you a limited supply 
of distinctive strains with complete cultural 
instructions. 


@ Ball Exclusive! Floribunda Sweet Peas— 
for the first time combining the 
spring-flowering heat resistance and the 
extra vigor of the Multiflora strains. Normally 
produces up to seven (7) large blooms on 
each long, strong stem. Nothing like it! 
See offer below. Get Yours Now. 


Ki CHICAGO 
/ a na ILLINOIS 
7, Vi deduct this from 
oster seeds. 


c 
Enclosed i ie Sweet 
T_) my first oF = rer a 


SUCCESSFUL FLORISTS Town 


sow Bal seeps 





CALLA LILIES 


FLOWERFIELD has Calla Lily bulbs 
in stock that have made the experts 
sigh when they saw them grown in 
pots indoors or in a shaded garden. 


YELLOW CALLA, Richardia Elliottiana. Regally 
magnificent, spotted foliage. 24 inches tall. 


Three $2.00 — Dozen $6.75 


WHITE CALLA, Richardia Alba Maculata. Glisten- 
ingly pure, blooms in August. 18 inches tall. 


Three $2.25 — Dozen $7.50 


PINK CALLA, Rehmannii. Tropical touches 
in your garden. 12 inches tall. 


Three $] 75— Dozen $5.25 


COLLECTION: Three of each of the above. 


+ bulbs for $5.75 
CATALOG 25¢ NEW SALES OFFICE 


169 SOUTH ST 

OYSTER BAY 
& LONG ISLAND 

NEW YORK 


FLOWERFIELD wus FARM, DEPT. H, BOX 90, OYSTER BAY, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 


, aa 
Yes We Are 
Nationally famous for our North American Wildflowers, 
but, did you know that we carry selected Vegetable | 
Seeds for the North? We also are known to be an excellent 
and reliable Nursery where the best in Trees, Shrubs, 
Perennials, Fruit Trees, Berry Plants and Herbs may be . with huge flowers in shades of red, orange, 
t r > -y's e i) q « y . 
“a _— Write now for Putney New Spring Garden yellow, pink and white 
ines | Exclusively offered by us in America 


“Grown in Vermont, li's Hardy” 
: BRYDON’ $ 415-D-So.High St., Salem, Oregon 
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Send for FREE list duction over 100 varieties 


PUTNEY NURSERY, Inc., 225-H, Putney, Vt. 





The One and Only 
PACIFIC STRAIN 
Originated by FRANK REINELT 


Tuberous Begonias 


The largest assortment of new develop- 
ments in rose form and ruffled novelties 


WRITE FOR 1954 CATALOG 


VETTERLE & REINELT 


DEPT. H CAPITOLA, CALIF. 











WMayfatrs 
NEW HANDBOOK OF 


RARE ALPINES AND 
ROCK PLANTS 


ndbook (issu about 


t species and irieties 
individual plants. A 
very gardener’s library 
PAPER COVER EDITION — 50 CENTS 
Hard Cover, Plastic Bound Edition — $1.00 
\ imp . 


Get Acquainted Offer 


12 Rock I 


‘ lifferer $3.85 
25 Rock Plants, all different 


$7.35 


Our selections of the be srietie 


F.O.B. Hillsdale 


MAYFAIR NURSERIES 
Box 87-C, Hillsdale, New Jersey 


Free Price List on Re 














Plant Buyers 


GUIDE 


By EDWIN F. STEFFEK 
Serious gardeners should not be $ 
without this excellent guide that 7 -50 
lists 441 sources for specific 
shrubs, trees, perennials, annuals 
snd bulbs. It is the only accurate POSTPAID 
und complete book of its kind in print. If you 
find it, the Gurpe will 
Why not 


want to know where to 
tell you where ean be purchased 
wder vour copy today 


HORTICULTURE 
ROOK DEPARTMENT 
HORTICULTURAL HALI 


100 Mass. Avenue Boston 15, Mass. 








Clippings from 


Flower Arrangement Course 


The Boston School of Flower Arrange- 
ment, under the direction of Mrs. Arthur 
P. Teele, will start its 15th year with the 
spring term beginning Thursday, March 
25, at Horticultural Hall, Boston. Other 
classes will be held on April 15, 22 and 29 
and May 13 and 27. The course is free to 
members of the Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society who must bring their member- 
ship cards. Non-members pay a small fee. 
For information write: Mrs. Teele, Hotel 
Brunswick, Boston 16. Tel: CO 6—8352. 


Historic Annapolis Week 

From March 25-30, the notable colonial 
dwellings of Annapolis, Md., will be 
opened to the public for Historic Annap- 
olis Week, under the sponsorship of His- 
toric Annapolis, Inc. March 25 has been 
set aside as Maryland Day, with the Brice 
House and Ridout House opening their 
doors for the first time since their restora- 
information about these events 
State 


tion. For 
write to Historic Annapolis, 64 
Circle, Annapolis, Md 


CLUBS and 
SOCIETIES 


Park of Roses 

After a 20-year period of residence in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, the American 
Rose Society has moved to its new offices 
in the Administration Building at the Park 
of Roses in Columbus, Ohio. Although the 
new rose garden is but one year old, some 
25,000 of the planned 55,000 roses have 
been planted in the well-designed garden. 
The new address of the Society is 4048 
Roselea Place, Columbus 14. 


Wild Flower Course 


Mrs. Lucien Taylor, president of the 
New England Wild Flower Preservation 
Society, will conduct a Wild Flower Identi- 
fication Course for members of the Society. 
Three classroom sessions will be held on 
Thursdays, March 25, April 1 and 8, 10:30 
4.M.-12:00 noon, at Horticultural Hall. 
Ihe dates of two field trips will be decided 
by the group. The fee of $1.00 per lesson 
will be for the benefit of the Society. For 
additional information write to the Wild 


Flower Society, 300 Mass. Ave., Boston, 
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SPRAY! 


Euonymus and 
| 


DORMANT 


Fruit Lilac 
other trees and shrubs should be 
von. Consult us before it too late 
WHITE & FRANKE 
Brookline, Mass. 


trees 
sprayer 


The annual indoor Flower Show at the Phipps Conservatory, Pittsburgh, Penna., com- 


As 7-4204 : > ‘ . . . ome 
ing March 28-April 25 this year, features hydrangeas, cinerarias and Easter lilies. 
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African’ Violet Show 

The African Violet Clubs of Minneap- 
olis and St. Paul and Vicinity will stage 
their 4th Annual African Violet Show at 
the L. S. Co. Dept. Store, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, on April 8, 9:00 
A.M. to 8:45 p.m. Approximately 1,500 
2.000 400 
varieties of African violets. 


Donaldson 


plants will represent about 


William Herbert Medal 

The 1954 William Herbert Medal, the 
highest award of the American Amaryllis 
Society, which is affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Plant Life Society, has been awarded 
Manley 


mont, for his services toward the advance- 


to Thomas of Burlington, Ver- 


Thomas Manley 


ment of amaryllids. Mr. Manley’s contri- 
butions have been in the fields of evaluating 
vegetatively propagated clones of the large- 
Howering Reginae and Leopoldi hybrid 
amaryllis and forcing amaryllis for exhibi- 
tion purposes. Mr. Manley has also made 
outstanding contributions to other plant 
groups, particularly gladiolus 


New Rose Society 

New Jersey now has its first rose society, 
the North Jersey Rose Society, organized 
by Dr. Cynthia Westcott, the plant doctor. 
Rose lovers interested in becoming mem- 
bers are requested to write to Mrs. J. D. 
Lissemore, 50 Oak St., Tenafly, N. J. The 
North Jersey affiliated 
with the American Rose Society. 


Rose Society is 


American Dahlia 
Society Publications 

The American Dahlia Society recently 
published its Judging of Dahlias in Shows, a 
manual devoted to the rules and regula- 
tions for judging dahlias. The 7953 
Classification of Dahlias, sponsored jointly 
by the Society and the Central States 
Dahlia Society, all dahlias 
according to types. Copies of the manual 
may be obtained from Henry A. Olsen, 
treasurer, 45 Clement Ave., Elmont, L. [., 
N. Y., for $1.00. Classification list is 50¢. 


classifies 
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“Our famous Lily offer that's 

brought us so many thous- 
oe 

ands of fine new friends! 


* Hardy —Grow Anywhere! 
¥ Always Covered with Blooms! 
£ Vigorous — Many Will Bloom This Year! 


/0 tor 25¢ coin or stamps 


Almost no Lily grows easier, or pro- 


“Let these aristocrats of 
all garden flowers start 

us off as friends. They're 
easily a $1.50 value! 





duces more blooms, than the lovely 
REGAL LILY — favorite of all lilies, 
and aristocrat of garden flowers. 

The trumpet-shaped blooms are pure 
white with throats lightly suffused with 
gold. In ordinary season, many bulb- 
lets will bloom first year. Once estab- 
lished, they give you a profusion of 
blooms year after year, up to 50 big 
beautiful blooms on a single plant. 
Hardy everywhere, easy to grow, al- 
ways bloom! 


HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. 

6618 Page St., Shenandoah, lowa 

I enclose 25¢ (stamps or coin) for 10 
Regal Lily Bulblets . . . also new full- 
color catalog. 


Name 


St. or Re. . 


Sew e wee ee 
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BE mR AIC RITES 


Kare GLORIOSA 


CLIMBING LILY 


Exotic! Vines grow 
5 feet or more—bear- 
ing most unusual 
flowers of brilliant 
red and yellow. Long 
blooming season — 
profuse flowering. 
Strong stems make 
“Gloriosa” flowers 
excellent for corsages 
and startling flower 
arrangements. 

Plant along wall, 
fence, trellis. Grow 
some in pots, too. 


EXTRA LARGE, SELECTED TUBERS 
1.00 each = 3 for $2.75 
10 for $8.50 fii 


PAID 
Send for Spring Catalog 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS INC. 


DEPT. 14, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 


SHOW YOUR FRIENDS 


«‘Thornless 
“‘Beauty”’ 


First Recorded 
HYBRID TEA ROSE 


Without a Thorn 
$2.50 each $12.50 for 6 


We also offer other NEW 
Thornless and Preferred Roses 


N. GRILLO 


Roseologist 


Box H Milldale, Conn. 














The MACMILLAN 


Wild Hower Fook 


FINEST ONE-VOLUME COLOR 


Text by CLARENCE J. HYLANDER 
Illustrations by EDITH FARRINGTON 


ERF, in this book, is a panorama of all 
H the wild flowers with which nature so 
generously decorates the land throughout 
the year. Beautiful water colors have caught 
these flowers in all their color, pattern, and 
texture to make such life-like portraits that 
the flowers can easily be identified in their 
natural habitat, and also studied with in- 


Order Your Copy Today from HORTIC 


300 Massachusetts Avenue, I 


GUIDE TO WILD FLOWERS 


$8 postpaip 
JOHNSTON 15 ror 


creasing pleasure at each turning of the book 
pages. The accompanying text, covering over 
500 plants, is brief and informative, provid- 
ing just the supplementary knowledge every 
flower lover needs common names, bo- 
tanical names, size, appearance, and geo- 


graphical location. 


‘ULTURE’S BOOK DEPARTMENT 


Soston 15, Massachusetts 








Prices and Free Rose Literature on Request 





RARE TREES 


for unusual bloom & foliage 


These hardy, healthy little fellows will 
quickly grow to specimen size in a 
corner of your own garden. Rare and 
unusual, they add interest to your 
landscaping. Cost more—and worth it. 


2 of 


one kind 
$1.90 p.p. 
5 of 


one kind 


$4.00 p.p. 


Pseudolarix (Golden-larch) 8-15in 
Pterostyrax hispida (Epaulette- 
tree) 6-9 in. 
Hamamelis japonica (Showy Witch- 
hazel) 6-12 in. 

Magnolia macrophylla (Big-Leaf 
Magnolia) 6-12 in. 





Styrax obassia (Fragrant Snowbell) 1-14 ft. 
Symplocus paniculata (Turquoise-berry) 1-11 ft. 
$2.00 each (10 for $12.00) postpaid 














Cornus kousa (June-flowering Dogwood) 1-14 ft. 
Stewartia pseudo-camellia 1-1 ft. 
$2.50 each (10 for $20.00) postpaid 











Franklinia (Ben Franklin Tree) 
1-2 ft. 
Magnolia Stellata (Star Magnolia) 
1-1% ft. 
Cornus florida Prosser (New, nearly 
red form of Flowering Dogwood) 


1-1% ft. 
“How and Why” catalog free 
with each order or 10c in stamps 


fe @ le wy NURSERY 
nelSe Y SERVICE 
Dept. H-5 


Highlands, N. J. 


YOU, TOO, CAN GROW 
PRIZE-WINNING 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


For two years the prize- 

winning blossoms at the 

National African Violet 

Show have been grown with 

Plant Marvel...the scientifically bal- 
anced, 100°, water-soluble plant food. It 
supplies the entire root system with the 
natural, concentrated food elements needed 
for rapid, healthy growth and bloom. Very 
easy and economical to use .. . a 35¢ pack- 
age makes 68 quarts, 75¢ package makes 
125 gals., $1.25 package makes 250 gals. of 
rich liquid food 

FREE SAMPLE: Write for free sample and a copy of 
our African Violet folder. 


Loe ave 


Dept. HO-34, 622. West 119th Street, Chicago 28, Illinois 


$4.40 


each 


P-p- 


SENSATIONAL SAVINGS! 
Order EREMURUS 
Now for Fall Delivery 
Unusual perennial; very hardy; 


grows 4’ to 10’ tall. Blooms in May 
r June 





HALF -PRICE COLLECTION 

mature roots (our selection) 
Only $3.00. Regular price at least 
$2.00 each. Add 60c ship. chg. Add 
3% Sales Tax in Wash. Cash with 
order. Supply Limited — Order 
Early. 











Complete price list sent upon request 


MONTGOMERY GARDENS 
P. ©. Bex 246-0, Colville, Wash. 


| Fuchias Stage Comeback 


From page 139 


garden, usually in Italian tubs and 
urns. They were magnificent speci- 
mens, with flowering heads larger than 
bushel baskets. To train such a plant, 
select a good strong variety, tying 
the young shoot to a stake and remov- 
ing all side branches. When the de- 
sired height is reached, pinch the top 
out and allow side branches to grow, 


pinching them well to make a bushy 


| top growth. It will be about three 


years before the plant stem will be 
thick enough to support the heavy 
top growth and bloom. 


A bouffant, double fuchsia in purple 


Starting with nice clean plants, 
you can keep fuchsias comparatively 
free from insects. The most prevalent 
pest is red spider, a tiny microscopic 
mite that sucks the leaves along the 
veins causing them to turn yellow. 
To prevent this pest and also to keep 
the plants in good growth, syringe 
with water every day. If it is a dry 
season, aphids will sometimes develop. 
A good insecticide containing chlor- 
dane applied every week will control 
them. The white fly and mealy bugs 
which are often troublesome on fuch- 
sias grown in the greenhouse or home 
rarely affect them out-of-doors. Spray- 
ing with a rotenone insecticide will 
give effective control. 

Although fuchsias 
summer-flowering, the plants can be 
brought through the winter under 
the right conditions. Some varieties 
such as 


are primarily 


are also winter-flowering, 
the lovely white-flowered Rollo and the 
dark-leaved Gartenmeister Bonstedt. 
The plants should be taken from 
the garden about two weeks before 


frost. If they have been grown in 
pots, they may continue to bloom 
for several weeks. Gradually, the foli- 
age will turn brown and the leaves 
begin to drop off. Then water spar- 
ingly and remove to a cool room 
with ample light. Plants should never 
be allowed to become too dry, but 
must be watered only enough to 
keep the roots moist. The fall is the 
natural resting period for fuchsias. 
When new growth starts, the old 
plants should be cut back to make 
shapely specimens for the coming 
year. They can be given a liquid 
feeding of any good fertilizer about 
once every three weeks. 


Irwins Giant Pink — also known as Fasci- 
nation — Huge double flowers, pink 
petals and rose calyx. 

Frau Emma Topfer — better known as 
Storm King — A very old variety, dou- 
ble white petals and deep rose calyx. 

Rollo — A beautiful variety, as the petals 
and calyx are white with a light pearl 
pink suffusion. Excellent bloomer both 
summer and winter. 

Sunray — Lovely for the foliage colors of 
red-rose and pink edged with white. 
Petals fuchsia-lavender and red calyx. 

For-get-me-not — Very free flowering and 
dwarf growing, perfect for window 
boxes. Pale blue petals and pink calyx. 

Pride of Orion — Long, loose double flow- 
ers, petals ivory white, streaked with 
cerise, crimson calyx. A stunning plant. 

Winston Churchill — Double petaled flow- 
ers of rosy-blue, upturned pink calyx. 

Hollydale — Sport of Winston Churchill, 
double pink with dark orchid calyx. 

Pink Pearl — Double flowers of clear 
pink, profuse bloomer. 

Bagdad — Large single blooms of deep 
purple and red calyx. 

Erecta — Small, single flowers, petals pink 
with bluish edges, rose calyx. 

Gypsy Queen — Very double flowers, rose- 
mauve petals and red calyx. 


Fuchsia Gartenmeister Bonstedt 
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a EVENTS 


Feb. 27-Mar. 31. Natchez, Miss. Natchez 
Pilgrimage. Write: Pilgrimage Head- 
quarters, Elks Club, Natchez. 

Mar, 3—Apr. 4. Toledo, Ohio. Annual Garden 
and Flower Festival, District Garden 
Club Forum, Civic Auditorium. 

Mar. 13-15. Nashville, Tenn. 3rd Annual 
Tennessee Capital Orchid Show. 

Mar, 14. Jacksonville, Fla. Orchid Show, 
Jacksonville Orchid Soc., American Na- 
tional Bank. 


Mar. 15. Way, Miss. Spring Flower Show, | 


“Colonial Fiesta,’ Canton Garden Club 
of Miss., Allison’s Wells Hotel. 

Mar. 19-Apr. 14. South Carolina House & 
Garden Pilgrimage, Garden Club of 
S. C. Write: Mrs. R. M. Ford, George- 
town, S. C. 

Mar. 20-21. Norfolk, Va. Camellia Show, 
Va. Camellia Soc. 

Mar. 22. Boston. Horticultural Meeting, 
Garden Club Federation of Mass., 
Horticultural Hall. 

Mar. 22-24. Asheville, N. C. Meeting, 
Southern Shade Tree Conference, Bat- 
tery Park Hotel. 

Mar. 22-26. Amherst, Mass. Mass. Tree 
Wardens, Arborists and Utilities Con- 
ference, University of Mass. 

Mar. 23-24. Mobile, Ala. Spring Flower 
Show, Federated Garden Clubs of Mo- 
bile County. 

Mar. 23, 24, 30. New Brunswick, N. 7. 
Course V, N. J. Flower Show School, 
First Baptist Church, 226 Livingston 
Ave., New Brunswick, N. J. 

Mar. 25-28. Wilmington, NV. C. 7th Annual 
Wilmington Azalea Festival. 

Mar. 25-30. Annapolis, Md. Historic An- 
napolis Week. Write: Historic Annap- 
olis, 64 State Circle, Annapolis, Md. 

Mar. 25; Apr. 15, 22, 29; May 13, 27. Boston. 
Boston School of Flower Arrangement, 
Horticultural Hall. Write: Mrs. Arthur 
P. Teele, Hotel Brunswick, Boston 16. 

Mar. 27-28. Mobile, Ala. Greater Gulf 
Coast Amaryllis Show, Murphy High 
School. 

Apr. 3-4. Corpus Christi, Texas. Lola For- 
rester Flower Show, ‘‘Melody in Flow- 
ers,’’ Corpus Christi Council of Garden 
Clubs, Exposition Hall. 

Apr. 3-4. Lincoln, Nebr. Third Annual Afri- 
can Violet Show, Lincoln African Violet 
Soc., First Federal Bldg., 1235 N. Street. 

Apr. 3-4. Huntington, W. Va. 13th Annual 
Narcissus Show, Huntington Council of 
Garden Clubs, Memorial Field House. 

Apr. 3-11. Hempstead, L. I., N. Y. Home and 
Garden Show, Hempstead Armory. 

Apr. 4-8. Myrtle Beach, S. C. Annual Meet- 
ing, National Council of Garden Clubs 
of S. C. 

Apr: 5-6. Detroit, Mich. African Violet 
Show, Border Cities African Violet Club, 
Ernst Kern Company Auditorium. 
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FOR A LIFE- , , ° 
YEWS time or seauty Your Year Round 
Voted the best evergreen by the Gard en 
American Nurserymen's Association 
HATFIELD YEW— Upright, compact, rich greer 
HICKS YEW Best Evergreen for Hedges 
SPREADING YEW Morgin of Plantings 
$1.75 per | $16.00 per | 


Well Rooted 
Not less thor f each variety. Orders of $3.50 
ver Postpaid. Orders under $3.50 add 25¢. 


st. Directions with every order 


PINE GARDENS 


49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. 


Specialists in Yews for over 30 years 











OUR CAPE CODDER MODEL 


Pre-cut California Redwood green- 
house that you can erect yourself. 





WAltham 5-7285 


NO EASIER GREENHOUSE TO ASSEMBLE 


NO GREENHOUSE ASSEMBLY 
MORE BEAUTIFUI 


NORUMBEGA NURSERY PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED 
Landscape Contractors PRECISION BUILT POPULARLY PRICED 


Arthur R. Leiby 


Send for catalog MH-4 


NEW ENGLAND 
Office and Sales Grounds : ene ne . 
181 South Avenue GREENHOUSE CO. 


Weston 93, Massachusetts 











Display offices on 
historic King’s Highway 
Jct. Routes 3 and 139 


MINIATURE ROSES NKINDS Box 69, Hanover, Massachusetts 


For borders, planter boxes and pots 
Hardy — Everblooming 
Frosty purest white. Compact. Always in bloom 











.50 ea.; 3 for $3.90. 
Centennial Miss Very double, dark red. Fra 


rant. $1.00 ea.; 3 for $2.50. M ' 
Cutie Pink. Compact A darling of a pot or Fuchsias, Begonias, 
border plant. $1.00 ea.; 3 for $2.50. 


Collection: 1 each above for $3.25. Rare Plants 


2 each for $6.00 prepaid 
**MOORE MINIATURE ROSES" 
: NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 10¢ 


SEQL OIA NI RSERY @ Visalia, Calif. free Folder 
LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES 
Danielson Connecticut 




















HARDY ORCHIDS 
Free catalog with descriptions and pictures of Hardy . E R T oO s$ A ~ + 


Orchids and many other Wildflowers. We specialize in 

native, hardy Wildflowers, Trees, Shrubs and Perennials This BACTERIA CONCENTRATE will rot down 
Also a complete line of other hardy Northern grown garden waste, straw, sawdust, etc., into valuable 
nursery stock. We carry only the best in Fruit Trees, compost (manure) quickly. Free booklet and in- 
Berry plants and Vegetable Seeds. Write at once for our structions « NO digging * NO turning « Simple « Safe 
new, free catalog 1 ton size $1, 4 ton size $3, postpaid from 
"'Fertosan,’’ Dept. H, West Jordan, Utah. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


“Grown in Vermont, It's Hardy” 
PUTNEY NURSERY, Inc., 224-H, Putney, Vt. 


NOW! KILL WEEDS WITH A TOUCH! 


It’s TOUCH and GO for dandelion, plantain, thistle and 90 similar 

garden pests when you use amazing WEED WAND. They shrivel and 

die. No stooping, digging or pulling. WEED WAND capillary applicator it 

(no moving parts to stick or corrode) releases a small amount of Ui 

science’s amazing weed eradicator 2,4-D when applied to weed. 

No spraying or damage to grass or surrounding plants. Kills 

only weeds that are touched. Chemical is harmless to people AND 

and pets. Economical. 2¢ filling will kill up to 1000 weeds. ' 
Sensational 


New “SPOT” 
i eee WEED 


Dow 2,4-D Weed Killer, 36 Refills. 1.00 “°°? KILLER 


please 








Bethe for. .cccccccccccccccccccce eae 


aL 


Dept. H2, 10342 Lanark, Detroit 24, Mich. 
G 4 2) - Q UICK SA L 'D In Canada: C. A. Cruickshank, Toronto 12 


a 








Buy PORTER PRUNERS 
Because They Are BETTER 


Porter Pruners 
are Better De- 
signed and 
Better Made 


Finest steel, scientifi- 
cally edged to cut easier 
and stay sharp longer. 
Perfect balance Fit 
the hand. Non-tiring 
and easy to use. 
Exclusive plastic- 
covered handles save 
our hands. No more 
listers. Thumb lock 
avoids painful pinches. 
Cut clean and close — 
no stripping of bark. 
Cuts heal quickly. 


SEE THEM AT YOUR 
DEALERS OR WRITE 
FOR FREE CATALOG 


H.K. PORTER, INC. 


Somerville 43, Mass 


The hardy American Holly (Ilex 
Opece) grows almost everywhere. 
Its green leaves and red berries add 
@ brave, gay touch to your garden 
through the winter 


SPECIAL OFFER: 
4 females (red berries) 
2 males (for pollen) 
(from 3 in. pots) 


6 for 7.50 Postpaid 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 


Highlands, N. J. 


‘*BACTI-VATED”’ 


MICHIGAN 
igs 


on LAWNS, ROSES, 
AZALEAS. Finely 
ground, for top dress- 
ing. Pure peat—makes 
top soil out of subsoil. 
Combines benefits of 
peat moss and humus. 
Binds sandy, loosens 
clay sells, enriches 
NATURE'S WAY. At 
Hardware, Garden, 


AFRICAN VIOLET & 
POTTING SOILS for 
HOUSE PLANTS AT 
KRESS and LEADING 
CHAINS 


MICHIGAN 
PEAT, INC. 


267 Fifth Ave. 
New York 16 


BETTER THAN FERTILIZER! 


\' TIVO is amazingly useful for energizing, conditioning, 
BUILDING and BALANCING soils (which no chemical 
do!) whether you use it direct in soils, mulches, 
wr for making better compost quicker the odor- 
less way, even from garbage, sawdust or soot....ANY 
MONT HOF THE YEAR! Complete details free. . . . In stores, 
$1 to $29.95. SPECIAL, by mail 1350-1700 Ib. size $2.79. 


Your local dealer or 


BRECK’S 
401 Summer St., Boston, Mass. 


fertilizer can 
hot beds, et« 





CLASSIFIEDS 


Rate 20 cents a word, minimum $4.00, cash with order, 
Closing date first of month preceding date of issue. 
Horticulture, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. 


ACHIMENES 
ACHIMENES. Blue, White, Pink, Red, $1.00 doz. Have six 
named varieties, two each $1.00. Also have Agapanthus, Blue 
Lily of the Nile bulbs, $1.50 each. ROBERT CAMPBELL, 
Campbell Avenue, Jacksonville, Fla 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 
LEAFCUTTINGS. Select exciting new varieties. Exclusive in- 
troduction — our exotic ALBINO GIRLS. Send stamp for 
catalog. NAOMI'S, Dept. H., Brockport, N. Y 
FINEST STRAIN AFRICAN VIOLET SEED. originating from 
selected plants — professional instructions. Approximately 300 
seeds, $1.00. TOBE’S, Niagara-on-the-Lake 26, Ontario 
FREE list. Old and new varieties. 
cuttings, seed. Other rare houseplants 
Route 43, Box 120, Newnan, Georgia 
AMERICAN GINSENG 
AMERICAN GINSENG. Free. How and where to grow 
Where to sell. Our seed guaranteed to grow. GINSENG 
GARDENS, Asheville, North Carolina 
BEGONIAS 
BEGONIA TUBERS. Famous Antonelli strain. Six top size 
tubers, all different, $2.00. Also Gladiolus and Dahlias, Catalog 
Free. SWAYNE’S GARDENS, P. O. Box 109-H, Puyallup, 
Washington 


Leaves, 


MRS 


plants, rooted 
T. C. BEE 


BIRD HOUSES 
BEAUTIFUL bird houses $1.25. Feeders $1.50. Parakeet nest- 
ing boxes $1.25 knockdown postpaid. YONGHAUS, 666-44T 
Mountain View, New Jersey. 
BLUEBERRY PLANTS 
CULTIVATED blueberry plants, bearing age, $1.35 each. 
Strawberries, $2.85 for 100. Free Fruit and Berry Catalog. 
COMMONFIELDS NURSERY, Ipswich, Mass 
BOOKLETS 
SEND FIFTY CENTS for regular one dollar treatise on plant 
mutation with the use of colchicine, bibliography and general 
instructions. GEORGE L. SEXTON LABORATORY, P. 0. 
Box 5081, Gulfport, Florida. 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
$15.00 THOUSAND. Possible-highest prices compiling mail- 
ing lists and addressing from them; longhand, typewriter 
Particulars free. ELLA TORREY, Rowley, Mass 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Send for catalog listing 
new and popular kinds. Perennials for your home, House 
Plants in variety. TERRACE VIEW GARDENS, Dept. 2, 
Greencastle, Indiana 
RARE SPIDERY FULL CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 2 each 6 
kinds, Dozen $3.00. Singles, Poms, Buttons, 2 each 10 kinds 
$2.00. Labeled, Prepaid ABLE’S NURSERY, Haralson, 
Georgia 
DAHLIAS 
DAHLIAS OF MERIT AND HONOR. Request FREE CATA- 
LOG of my prize winning exhibition Dahlias. THOMAS 
GALVIN, Belleview Avenue, Salem, Massachusetts 
DAHLIAS. Eight large different, $2.00. Mixed, lost tag, 
twelve for $2.00. Poms, Miniatures, ten for $2. All three 
lots $5. Postpaid. ARCHIE MARTELL, 19 Allerton St., 
Quincy, Mass 
DAHLIA ROOTS. One dozen excellent newer varieties 
including Stop Light $4.00. Stock reduction sale list free. 
FLOYD'S DAHLIAS, Wyoming, Illinois 
DOWN THE DAHLIA PATH. We're waltzing with the 
finest collection of Dahlias one could rub Aladdin's Lamp and 
wish for. Exquisite new Cactus and Miniatures, all of the 
finest poms, also the newest creations in Collarettes, Anem- 
ones and Mignons. We have a descriptive list for you. MRS. 
EMELENE M. COLE, 194 No. 9th, Coos Bay, Oregon 
DELPHINIUMS 
DELPHINIUMS. Pudor's strain. Pkt. Blue shades, $1.00; 
Whites, $1.00. Other perennials, annuals. Free Catalog 
SWAYNE’S GARDENS, P. O. Box 109-H, Puyallup, Wash- 
ington 
DAYLILIES 
Royal Ruby, Bountiful, Pink 
GARDENS, 1118 Sutter Ave., 


DAYLILIES. One each of 
Charm for $3.00. DILL 
University City 14, Missouri 
DAYLILIES. All of and only Dr. Stout's Hybrids. New colors. 
New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illustrated catalog 
telling Why, When, How, Which and W a to plant. FARR 
NURSERY CO., Box 4, Womelsdorf. 
NEW HEMEROCALLIS listed in ss classes. Succession 
of Bloom; Lovebird, Lustrous, Mary Guenther, Nebraska, 
Princess, Sovereign, Tasmania. Catalog value $5.25, for $4.25 
KENWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 7595 Montgomery Road, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
EPIPHYLLUMS 

tay? Orchid Cactus) with 2 or more buds, $3 

, 2 for $5, f.0.b. Pasadena, shipped in containers. Order 
now, shipment in April. State colors; we select from named, 
colorful, large beauties. Epiphyllum seed 25 cents. Free 
Catalogue. BEAHM GARDENS, Dept. M54, 2686 Paloma 
St., Pasadena 8, Calif. 

EVERGREEN GROUND COVERS 
PACHYSANDRA TERMINALIS. Vinca Minor (trailing myrtle 
219” potted plants $20.00 per 100 Euonymus Kewensis 
miniature ‘‘Evergreen Bittersweet’) 249" potted plants each 
having 3 to 5 vines 5 8” long, 75 each. All plants of 
color and quality. STILLWATER GARDENS, 
Conn 
FARM SEEDS AND NURSERY STOCK 
AMERICA’S MOST INTERESTING Seed and Nursery 
Newspaper Catalog. Packed with stories, information, helpful 
hints. Free copy. TOBE’S, Niagara-on-the-Lake 16, Canada. 


excellent 
Salisbury 





FRUITS 
LIVE LONGER, FEEL BETTER, eating Riolem juiceful, 
uncolored ORANGES, GRAPEFRUIT, $2.50 bushel (5 bush- 
els $10.) FOB groves, RIOLEMORT, Palatka, Florid». 


GLADIOLUS BULBS 

100 BLOOMING SIZE GLADIOLUS BULBS. In about 50 
gorgeous colors; $2.50, 200 bulbs $4.50 postpaid. Free catalog 
featuring many outstanding varieties. TAYLOR GARDENS, 
Ware, Mass. 

MINIATURE AND SMALL FLOWERING GLADIOLUS 
BULBS. Approximately 300 varieties. Also a large listing of 
SMOKIES. Free catalog. ROGERS’ GLAD GARDENS, 
Box 234, Greenlawn, Long Island, New York. 

WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL GLADIOLUS, giants and 
miniatures. Newest introductions, Time tested standards 
Amaryllis and other bulbs. Delphinium. Gorgeous peonies 
Free Catalog. LINS GLADIOLUS, Cologne, Minnesota 


GLADIOLUS BULBS. 100 bulbs for $2.50. 1°—1%4” in 
diameter. Postpaid. Catalogue upon request. BAY STATE 
BULB CO., Mansfield, Mass. 


FREE GLAD BULB SCALE and ool leaflet with every 
order. 80 beautiful RAINBOW MIXTURE glads, guaranteed 
to bloom, $2.25 postpaid. Large Jumbo bulbs $3.00 postpaid. 
Order today, units are limited this year. WOODSIDE gladi- 
olus gardens, Webster, New York 
HELP WANTED 

GARDENER-CARETAKER. Take charge general mainte- 
nance of small private place with greenhouse. Flint, Mich, 
Year ‘round position. State age, references Reply Box 109 


Care HORTICULTURE, Boston, Mass. 


MAN AND WIFE. Man to act as gardener and caretaker, 
wife as housekeeper for adult family in central New York 
Private living quarters and use of car. Write Box 102, HORTI- 
CULTURE, Boston, Mass. 


HOLLY 
HOLLY. booklet and list. EARLE DILATUSH, Rob- 
J 


binsville, 

LEAF MOLD 
CHESTNUT HILL GARDEN CLUB plant food formula ap- 
proved by the University of Mass. Mixture of well-rotted 
leaves, manure, loam, ground limestone and phosphate rock 
Drive to the LARZ ANDERSON GREENHOUSE, Newton 
St., Brookline, Mass. for two bushels, only $1.75 


LILACS 
Finest FRENCH, ORIENTAL AND NOVELTY LILACS. 
Exceptionally sturdy own-root stock. Specimens, specia! col- 
lections. Free catalog. UPTON NURSERY, Dept. D, 4838 
Spokane, Detroit 4, Michigan 


LILIES 
FORMOSANUM LILY. Magnificent, hardy, white lily. SHOW 
SPOT of the garden. Flowers August and September. SPE- 
CIAL SPRING OFFER: Flowering size bulbs, 15 for $2.00; 
Extra large bulbs 6 for $2.00; Doz. $3.75. Postpaid. Order 
now. Plant early. WOLFF LILY GARDENS, 139 N. High- 
land, Springfield, Pa 


LOBELIA SEEDS 
TALL HARDY HYBRIDS, Cardinalis, Vedrariensis Purple. 
Syphilitiea Blue, Alba. Liberal Packets 50¢, set $1.75. CRAW- 
FORD GARDENS, 4225 Indian Rd., Toledo, Ohio 


MUSHROOMS 
GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, Shed, Spare, full time, year 
round. We pay $3.50 lb. We paid Babbit $4,165.00 in few 
weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM IND., 
Dept. 114, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash. 


ORCHID PLANTS FOR SALE 
TWO HAWAIIAN ORCHID PLANTS $4.98 postpaid (one 
will be in bud)! Growing instructions included. Presner’s 
3rd Edition on “‘Orchids” 50¢ a copy. Guaranteed the best 
beginner's orchid book or double your money back! SAMUEL 
PRESNER, Box 4550-HC2, Coral Gables, Florida. 


CALANTHE ORCHIDS, mature blooming size plants $1.50 
each, four for $5.00, delivered. Ten or more long lasting 
flowers. Full instructions, no special equipment required 
CHARMAINE GARDENS, 301 Allamanda, Lakeland, 
Florida 
POSITIONS WANTED 

GARDENER. Working head, private estate or park anywhere 
in South. Experienced, gardens, greenhouses etc. Middle aged, 
married, 10 years last position in Georgia. STUART MILES, 
General Delivery, West Point, Virginia 


GARDENER, full charge first clase estate, public garden, 
institutional grounds. Experienced all branches horticulture 
specializing flowers, greenhouse, fine gardens. Box 105, Care 


of HORTICULTURE, Boston 
SECRETARY, GARDENER — CARETAKER desires this type 


combined position. Skilled both professions. Responsible 
family man. Box 107, Care of HORTICULTURE, Boston, 
Mass 


CARETAKER'S position in EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
desired on a permanent basis by a sober, reliable, farm-reared 
man. Experienced with farm animals, fruits, berries, vegeta- 
bles, lawns, gardens and flowers. References. Wife not to 
work as a domestic. Please state requirements, location of 
estate, etc., in first letter. Box 101, Care of HORTICULTURE, 
Boston, Mass 


GARDENER, 46, white, single, six years in present position 
Desires year ‘round employment on an estate. Excellent 
references from present employer. No greenhouse experience, 
but willing. Write Box 106, Care of HORTICULTURE 


ESTATE MANAGER available for position on private estate 
Life experience in all branches of farming and gardening. 
Southern state preferred. Married, no children. English. Reply 
Box 103, HORTICULTURE, Boston, Mass 


HORTICULTURE 





Keep Your Copies of 
HORTICULTURE 


for Quick and Easy Reference 


PRIMROSES 
FRESH AS A SPRING MORNING and the Primroses it 
presents — Barnhaven’s new book-catalog picturing their 
famous, big, silver-dollar Primroses, current introductions and 
other hardy, easily grown Primroses for the shadier parts of 
your garden. This entirely different catalog (free) offers in- 
formation, pleasant reading, superbly grown plants, trans- 
plants and easily germinated, hand-polinated seed. BARN- 
HAVEN, Gresham, Oregon 
PRIZE AWARDS 

PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for prices to 
THE HORNER PRESS, P. O. Box 85-H, Rutledge, Del. Co., 
Pennsylvania 


SEEDS 
TREES AND SHRUBS. Raise your own from seed for shade, 


windbreak, snow fence, ornament, erosion control, etc. For 
free planting guide — price list, write WOODLOT SEED 
COMPANY, Norway 43, Michigan. 

NATIVE WILDFLOWER SEED. Free list of over 150 species 
with culture. Many rarities. D. BURNS, Box 85, Barrington, 
N. 


STOP GUESSWORK ABOUT YOUR GARDEN! Reliable 
laboratory analysis, complete recommendations for lime, 
fertilizers, humus, trace elements, $5.00. For full information 
and soil sampling directions, EDWIN HARRINGTON, 
Agricultural Chemist, Carversville, Pennsy!vania 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS, especially prepared and milled. Unex- 
celled for seed germination. Six quart bag, $1.35 postpaid. 
Information included. THOMAS G MARL AND, Pen Argyl, Pa. 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS. State inspected. Northern grown 
25 standard and everbearing varieties. New Durham and 
Amber (yellow) Raspberries — Blueberries — Blackberries — 
Catalog and Planting Guide freee WALTER MORSS & SON, 
Bradford, Mass. 
DON’T BUY PRICE! Buy quality State Inspected vigorous 
strawberry plants. Leading varieties. Free catalog. FRAN K- 
LIN ROBERTS, Box A, Boxford, Mass. 


TREES 
RARE GOLDEN LARCH. (Psuedolarix Kaempferi). Unusual 


Hardy, Disease Resistant. Recommended by Arnold Ar- 
boretum as one of the better trees for Northeast. This conce! rm 
one of few sources of supply. Selected specimens: 5° — 6’, 
$19.00; 7’— 9’, $25.00. STEPHEN J. GLAAB, R.F.D. #2, 
Huntington, Long Island, N. Y. Telephone Farmingdale 
2-0084R 

20 MILLION TREES A YEAR. Ciet best values direct from 
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attractively lettered in‘gold 
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In a handsome, green. custom-styled binder made of heavy drill weight 
imitation leather, 1214” x 9”; it has a stiff board backing. square 
corners, and multiple mechanisms with wires for each of the 2 issues. 


Postpaid 2.50 
V Keeps a year’s subscription intact Makes it easy to refer to 


trees, shrubs, ornamentals, fruits, berries. Write today for 
illustrated catalog featuring many ‘‘extra value’’ specials 
MUSSER FORESTS, Inc., Box 8-CC, Indiana, Pa 

DWARF REDWOOD TREES discovered — for pots. tubs, 
planting. Six giant redwoods —twenty baby trees. Best 
DWARFING handbook. Imported plants, green rose, horse- 
hair tree, wild flowers. Catalog 25¢— folder FREE. Join 
RARE PLANT CLUB, Box 398H, Kentfield, California 


WILD FLOWERS °SSS SSS SSSSSRSSSSSSSSSRSSSSSSSSSERSSRSSESER SESE RER ERB eeeeea 
WILD FLOWERS, FERNS. Special collection of most popu- 


lar varieties, 3 each; Virginia Bluebells, Hepatica, Wild 
Geranium, Red Trillium, Wild Columbine, Bloodroot; 6 kinds 

18 plants, plus a nice gift including fern, value $7.00, for 
only $4.95 postpaid. Please ask for our free ( ‘ataloane, listing 
many wild flowers and ferns. WAKE ROBIN FARM, R. D. 


Home, Pennsylvania 


VY Withstands complete washing Provides easy and convenient 
use of your favorite garden magazine 


\ year’s subscription to HorticuLTURE and a multiple binder make an 
excellent Gift for only 85.50 


one of America's largest growers. Evergreens, shade and nut ts back numbers Becomes a permanent record for your library 


HORTICULTURE BINDER, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


Check here 
Please send me a binder. $2.50 enclosed. 


Please send me a binder and enter my subscription to Horticutture. $5.50 enclosed. 
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For a Century and We Invite You to Join 
a Quarter... The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


thousands of amateur gardeners and professionals alike | acitinciaien: 

have enjoyed membership in eur Saciety. Ite Seneite ave | Please oudl: me as a member — $5.00 enclosed 
many and the cost is modest. Annual membership at $5.00 | Pl d inf ‘ fr. 

per year provides each member with these services — a | MONE BORE SOE CRORE SAPS ee, 

year’s subscription to our magazine Horticulture, tickets | Name 
to our great Spring and Fall Shows, personalized horti- ; Street 
cultural advice, the privilege of borrowing, in person or by | 
mail, books from our great garden library (more than | 
30,000 volumes), and other special advantages. Gardeners | 
throughout the country find the library privilege alone | 
worth the membership fee. 


City... State 


Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 300 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts. 
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Michigan 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


1954 
SPRING FLOWER SHOW 


Saturday, March 27 through Sunday, April 
4. at the State Fair Grounds, Eight Mile 
Road and Woodward, Detroit 
Featured by 
fTHE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
A PLANT DOCTOR CLINIC 


Michigan State 


staffed by specialists from 
Service, 


College Cooperative Extension 
H. L. R. Chapman, Chairman 
March 27 through April 2. Prof. Chapman 
Plant. for the Home, The Flower Garden and 
Water Plants.” 


March 28, Dr. B. H. Grigsby 
Lawn and Garden 


March 29 and March 30, Dr 


Insect Control on Plants 


March 41 and April i.  R 
About Soils 


Weed Control in 


Janes, 


Ray I 
Biebesheimer, “All 


A special invitation is extended to gardeners and 
home makers to bring their problems to the 


specialists 


In the same section visitors will find represented 
the Detroit Garden Center, and The Garden 
Library of Michigan with a display of recent and 
interesting books 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE SOCIETY Our members 
receive HorRTICULTURE Magazine, the use of the 
Garden Library, free Flower Show tickets and 
other services. New memberships and renewals 
$1.00 single; $5.00 dual) must be received by 
March 25, for those members to receive Flower 


Show ickets 


THE WHITE HOUSE, BELLE ISLE 
DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 
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MRS. ROBERT BARTON’S 
GARDEN SHOP '¥A.LoveLy 
75 Granite Street—Of Route 140 
FOXBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


Unusual containers in alabaster and old metals. 
Lead and Stone garden accessories. Write for 
catalog Tel. Foxboro 498 











WHITE FLOWERING 


poly’ fete)» 


(CORNUS FLORIDA) 


at Special Prices! 


The finest flowering tree of all 
time for large or small gardens. 
Shipped express collect roots care- 
fully packed in moist sphagnum 
moss to reach you in best condition 
for spring planting. Cash with 
order please! 





TREES 
5 to 6 ft. tall 
each... .4.95 
3 for 14.00 
10 for 45.00 


TREES 
4 to 5 ft. tall 
each... .3.95 
3 for 11.00 
10 for 35.00 











KELSEY- 


HIGHLANDS NURSERY 
BOX 800 EE. BOXFORD, MASS. 


Vacillating Violet 


HE sweet violet was once the most 
‘Romain after of the early spring flowers. 
New it can be made to flower at any time 
of the vear. 

The early history of the violet is obscure. 
[here are indications that it first 
found growing in Russia. If this is true, 
the plant underwent rapid distribution 
throughout Europe and Asia, because 
many references are made to it in the 
works of the early authors and _ poets. 
Shakespeare referred tc it often, and it 
has been the universal symbol of love and 


was 


kindness since the time of Christ. 

Horticulturists have learned that if you 
supply the well-drained soil of the beech- 
maple woodlands, as well as cool, fresh 
air, and then automatically control the 
length of the period of daylight, you can 
produce bountiful crops of large, long- 
stemmed violets at will. 

Perhaps the secret to this trickery is the 
fact that the garden violet produces two 
kinds of flowers: chasmogamous or showy 
flowers, commonly seen during the short 
days in the spring and fall of the year, 
and cleistogamous or inconspicuous flow- 
ers, found during the longer days in the 
summer. 

Accompanying the 
large fragrant (chasmogamous) flowers, is 
the growth of a rosette of small leaves with 
short petioles, the type of growth coming 
from the small green shoots that push up 
in the woodlands and gardens early in the 
spring. During the latter part of May, 
however, the plant appears to stop flower- 
ing and large leaves appear, leaves with 
long petioles and broad, rich green blades 
This is the time to lock for the small 
flowers nestled down among the lush fo- 
liage, curled up close to the soil. These 


formation of the 


cleistogamous flowers soon form seed pods 
and yield large quantities of good seed 


So the vacillation not only takes the 


form of changing from one type of leaf to 
another, but the formation of separate 
and completely different types of flowers. 

Frequently, casual observers have failed 
to see the inconspicuous flowers, but if you 
look carefully at the base of the plants in 
your garden during the long daylight pe- 
riod in mid-summer, you will find them 
there. 

Once this changeable nature of the 
violet was established, it was relatively 
simple to take advantage of it. Horticul- 
turists working in the Plant Science Green- 
house at Michigan State College grew 
large numbers of plants in a loamy soil 
with plenty of organic matter in a house 
where the night temperature was controlled 
at 50° F. Half of the plants were exposed to 
continuous short days (eight hours of 
light followed by 16 hours of darkness). 
Under these conditions the plants re- 
mained small and continued to produce 
large numbers of big, showy flowers. The 
other half cf the plants were exposed to 
long days (16 hours of light followed by 
eight hours cf darkness). This caused the 
plants to grow vigorously, producing large 
leaves with long petioles and close to the 
base of the plant there were many incon- 
spicuous seed-bearing flowers. By revers- 
ing the conditions, it was possible to reverse 
completely the habit of growth and flow- 
ering. The right length of day, therefore, is 
the means of controlling how and when the 
violet will flower. 

As a result of observation and experi- 
mentation, the garden violet, which used 
to grow profusely only during the spring 
months in temperate regions, can now be 
made to flower at any time of the year by 
providing the correct environment. 

-Cavin C. Cooper 
- DonaLp P. Watson 
Michigan State College 
East Lansing, Michigan 





First Prize $25.00 


ECAUSE of the increased interest in 

home-grown vegetables, Hortt- 
CULTURE invites its readers to submit 
brief accounts of their experiences in 
growing their favorite vegetables. The 
page 104 entitled “Ten 


Easty-to-Grow Vegetables” is 


article on 
sug- 
gested as a guide for participants, but 
it is not required that gardeners ad- 





HORTICULTURE 


Offers Cash Awards for Accounts of Experiences 
in Growing Vegetables 
Second Prize $15.00 « 


Other awards may be given at the discretion of the Judges 


Third Prize $10.00 


here to the list of vegetables given 
there. 

Manuscripts not to 500 
words must be typewritten and sub- 
mitted to the Editor on or before No- 
vember 1, 1954. Winners will be an- 
nounced early in 1955. Black and 
white glossy prints may be sent with 


exceed 


manuscripts. 
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ef 
Sub-Zero | 4% 6s 7 ml 
« % — : a ad 
HYBRID TEAS i, : 
J , x *% 
A new race of roses by the Brownells from hardier Species f a’ . A 
that can bloom all summer producing large, beautiful and 4 
fragrant flowers. Developed for sturdiness, disease resist- ja J 
ance and vigor, they will bloom more freely, even after XS : 
Sub-Zero winters. A real Garden Investment. ” a 2 
; sn he 


CURLY PINK 


Many large two-toned pink blossoms of over 50 gracefully 
recurled petals. Matchless in the combination of size, form of 
bloom, beauty of cluster, bloom quantity, foliage and hardiness. 
Often forms a beautiful bouquet on a single stem 2’ long. 





RED DUCHESS 


It took thirty years of hybridizing before this magnificent rose 
was .developed. Its magnificent shade of red cannot be satis- 
factorily described in a few words. While Brownell Roses are 
pleasingly fragrant, the magic of sunshine on these petals 
issues a new perfume of spicy sweetness and charm which 
will make this a rose to remember. Free from blackspot and 
it is Sub-Zero. 


ORANGE RUFFELS 


A gorgeous new color of orange never before found in Rosa. 
It is luminous like glowing sunshine in the rain and suggests 
a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.. Its 50 petals grace- 
fully warped, curled, frilled and ruffled, form a large full 
blossom, mostly on single stems and constantly in bloom. Free 
from blackspot and it is Sub-Zero. POS 





Descriptive 


TR EE ROSES Brownell 


R 
Will stand 15 below zero. Order by color. First and “an 1 


second choice. 


BROWNELL PILLAR ROSES 
A limited supply of everblooming Pillars is available 


for Spring delivery. Order by color. Red - White - 
Yellow - Pink. 


3 FOR $10.00 6 FOR $20.00 


$7.50 each, express collect 


W. DEXTER BROWNELL Il 
Brightridge Greenhouses 
East Providence, Rhode Island Brownell 


ORIGIN 
Curly Pink . . . Red Duchess . . . Orange Ruffels .. . 


3 FOR $5.00 12 FOR $18.00 


SUB-ZERO| 
ROSE 
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